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when you’re a Nordhavn owner, everything becomes possible. 
Horizons seem to go on forever, adventures never end.

The secret is to not delay. If you already own a Nordhavn, 
stop dreaming about voyaging the world. Start translating plans 
into action—now. If you’re thinking about joining Nordhavn 
owner ranks, get on with it. As Dan Streech, president and co-
founder of PAE, explains in a Question & Answer feature on 
Page 112, there is no better time.

This all came to mind while reading a message that Dan sent 
to the owners of three Nordhavns that successfully crossed the 
North Pacific from Alaska to Asia, a voyage completed only 
once before by a Nordhavn. (See Page 134 for the Walkabout 
story.)

“I know that many people are saying, ‘I could do that . . .’ 
but they have not and you have,” Dan wrote. “The six of you 
are in that perfect place in life where your health, wealth and 
sense of adventure are in perfect alignment, and you seized the 
moment. Ten years ago it might have been too soon; 10 years 
from now, maybe too late.”

Seize the moment. Treat yourself to the great adventure of 
your life before it’s too late.

— Georgs Kolesnikovs
	 	 editor	and	publisher

georgs@circumnavigatormag.com
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Please send us your 
comments and ideas 
for future editions. The 
popular Nordhavn fleet 
roll call, with reports 
from owners around 
the world, will appear 
in the next edition.

SAN DIEGO/BAJA
Call 800-704-8726

LONG BEACH/LOS ANGELES
Call 562-437-4734

BAY AREA/HAYWARD
Call 800-635-8991

The MTU Series 60 engine 
embodies the qualtities of reliabilty 
and durability like virtually no others. 

High performance, low life-cycle cost, 
low fuel consumption, rugged and compact
design, ease-of-maintenance and longevity

makes the MTU Series 60 one of the most 
economical engines in its class.

And with the coveted 
EPA Tier II Certification,

it’s easy to see why
over 950,000 

units are in 
operation

around 
the world.

For over 57 years, 
Valley Power has been 
delivering nothing but the very 
best to Southern California’s most 
passionate boat owners.

EPA Tier II Certified
Highly Economical
Over 950,000 Sold

100 years strong.

PHOTO BY DAVE SHULER  

WWW.VALLEYPOWERSYSTEMS.COM

Your single-source 
power solutions provider.

Worldwide service and support
at www.MTU-Online.com

valley CIRCUM fp-609Q  6/27/09  5:52 AM  Page 1

as CirCumnavigator went to press, the crew of the 
Nordhavn 57 Bagan reported polar bear sightings in the 
Northwest passage across the top of North america. In 
the next edition, you’ll read about that challenge—and 
more about the Kennelly family on walkabout (shown 
in Shanghai at night) whose grand adventure of seeing 
the world from their Nordhavn 62 has no end in sight.

Adventures without end
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the Nordhavn 86 
aurora rounds 
trial Island 
lighthouse 
on vancouver 
Island.     
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Majestic, magnificent, mighty. Those are the candidates for the best 
way to describe the new Nordhavn 86. There is no doubt she’s the Queen of 
the Nordhavn fleet, a spectacular milestone in the growth path at Pacific Asian 
Enterprises.

Quite frankly, the editors were in awe of all that we experienced aboard CaryAli, 
Hull #1, which we toured in Newport Beach, California, and photographed in 
Alaska, and Aurora, Hull #2, which we sea-trialed and photographed in Victoria, 
British Columbia. 

There is no question the Nordhavn 86 is a large yacht. The first impressions 
from the outside are of great mass and powerful lines, but it’s the interior volume 
that has to be experienced to be appreciated.

All interior spaces are, well, spacious, with generous passageways and stairways. 
Aboard the Nordhavn 86, one could have several parties going on simultaneously 
and independently: cockpit, flying bridge, boat deck and lounge, as well, of 
course, as the main saloon and dining room.

The flying bridge with all its amenities serves almost as a cottage getaway from 
the formality of the rest of the yacht.

The astonishing thing is how easy it is to drive the Nordhavn 86, with 

heR m aJestY

BY thE EDItorS of cIrcuMNAvIgAtor
FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN CRIDLAND  

AND DAVID J. SHULER

the fabulous new nordhavn 86 has CirCumnavigator        editors struggling to find appropriate adjectives

maJestIcN86

www.circumnavigatormag.com
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powerful hydraulic stern and bow thrusters and so many 
strategically placed helm stations. From our notes:

“Back in Victoria’s inner harbor, many more Swift-
sure boats had arrived and, at first, it didn’t look like 
we would fit at the dock. Even Bob Conconi wasn’t sure 
he had enough room as he had just taken possession 
of Aurora, his third Nordhavn. It looked like we might 
have only a few feet, fore and aft. After some delib-
eration and judicious use of the thrusters, he paral-
lel parked Aurora—literally—at the dock. I have more 
trouble parking the family van than Bob had putting 
Aurora into that tiny space.”

Once under way, the Nordhavn 86, “with its impres-
sive mass (displacement) and the stabilizers engaged, 
is as stable as a house. We only realized just how stable 
that was when we looked out at the 40-foot photo boat 
which was bobbing around like a cork.”

Adds another editor: “As we exited the marina, I made 
my way up to the flying bridge for the best possible 
view. Immediately, I was struck by the silence. I could 
neither hear the MTU engines nor the conversations 
of the many people below me in the wheelhouse. We 
passed the headlands at the entrance to the harbor 
and headed into the open ocean. After years of coming 
out of this harbor and into the strong currents of the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca in every manner and size of boat, 
I made sure I had a hand hold as we encountered the 
ocean swells. On Aurora it seemed like the ocean was 
glass. I would not have believed I was out of the harbor 
except there was only ocean before me and the harbor 
now well behind. Her heft and her stabilizers were truly 
amazing. She just pushed gently through the swells like 
they didn’t exist.”

The fit and finish of the Nordhavn 86 is at a royal level. 
The fiberglass work is absolutely flawless, with interior 
woodwork finished to the same world-class standard. 

There is nothing but quality wherever you look, yet 
it’s understated, elegant without being in your face. 
Kind of like the exterior doors which silently seal upon 
closing.

The pilothouse is “fantastic, giving the Spaceship En-
terprise a run for its money.” The engine room is “huge, 
bright, clean, with everything labeled and color-coded, 
with amazing access to all components.”

In a word, the Nordhavn 86 is beautiful. She handles 
like a much smaller boat, and her beamy interior makes 
you think you are on a much larger boat. Nordhavn’s 
competitors in the up-market for larger yachts have 
every reason to be worried.

Contributing editors Garrett Lambert and James H. Kirby, and 
Karen Easton, the magazine’s advertising director, pooled their 
comments for this report, which begins Circumnavigator’s 
extensive introduction to the Nordhavn 86.

QUeen 
     of  the

FLeet
a natural development of 
Pae’s successful formula: 
greater space, size, quality 
and innovation 

BY gArrEtt LAMBErt
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

once upon a time, passagemaking sailors considered a 40-footer 
a pretty good size for a boat. Today, not so much, despite the fact that 
PAE took a stock Nordhavn 40 trawler yacht all the way round the world 
to demonstrate that it’s a viable option, even in a powerboat. 

The history of PAE and the progression of ever larger boats in the line 
are rooted in five patterns of behavior established very early: innovate, 
lead the market, take calculated risks, offer “more,” and install only the 
best. These patterns led inexorably to the Nordhavn 86, the biggest boat 
PAE has built. So far.

In the early 1970s, the market for 40-foot sailboats was strong. Know-
ing that, Dan Streech and Jim Leishman, making a very modest living 
from their used-boat brokerage, Lemest Yacht Sales, decided to expand 
to also selling new boats in the hope of better things to come. However, 
they bravely went a step further. Rather than become a representative 
for an existing manufacturer, they found a way to ease into boatbuilding 
by capitalizing on their knowledge of the industry, and perhaps, more 
important, their uncanny feel for the market. It helped considerably 
that they also had a strong tolerance for risk. 

Their brokerage had demonstrated the popularity of the wooden 
Mason 40, but they saw that the future lay in fiberglass. They also 

sensed that the amenities that until then had satisfied boaters would 
become less and less acceptable. Having scrounged up enough 

cash to contract Al Mason to stretch his 40 by three feet to 
increase comfort, and to design it in fiberglass to reduce 

It’s all hands on 
deck during sea 

trials for Caryali. 
directly below, 
a crane awaits 

orders to launch 
the ship’s tender.

N86
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maintenance, they took an all-or-nothing leap of faith and 
flew to Taiwan to find a builder. That trip resulted in a part-
nership with the Ta Shing boatyard, one so successful that Ta 
Shing now builds only Nordhavns. With that, Pacific Asian 
Enterprises was born.

The new Mason 43 was every bit the success they’d hoped it 
would be, but their instincts about the changing requirements 
of sailors proved prescient, and despite the greater comfort and 
convenience built into the 43, the one-design-fits-all-approach 
was soon under pressure from buyers who wanted still “more.” 
When the demand for customization and personalization 
grew such that even Jeff Leishman, Jim’s younger brother and 
now a certified naval architect and partner in PAE, couldn’t 
squeeze any more into the Mason 43’s hull, the form was ex-
panded through three even-larger designs.

Meanwhile, Jim sensed an even more profound shift in the 
marketplace, the move to power from sail. Jeff had designed 
a full-displacement 46-foot trawler as a thesis, and when PAE 
decided to bring it to market, the Nordhavn legend was born. 
As more and more people created wealth and bought into 
the idea of freedom-filled early retirement, PAE responded 
with several vessel designs to meet lists of demands that con-
tinued to grow.

To enable expansion, the yards had to grow, too. With the 
move to power, PAE had added South Coast Marine as a second 
partner yard in Taiwan. Even so, production capacity strained 
to meet the number of orders, and both yards had limitations 
on vessel size. Fortunately, the relationships were strong, and 
both yards not only expanded, but constructed new facilities, 
including a major investment in China. 

Designs on the future

Those acts of faith enabled PAE to react decisively and dramat-
ically to its ongoing analyses of market shifts. It cannot have 
been an easy decision, and certainly one to which a surpris-
ing number of customers reacted with initial disappointment. 
Nevertheless, after decades of success, PAE was not about to 
ignore its conclusion that several successful models had reached 
the point where new builds could not readily accommodate 
the accelerating pace of technological innovation. They would 
be replaced by new designs.

The company first filled some size gaps with several brand 
new models to serve clients seeking family comfort in smaller 
and medium boats. Thus the Nordhavn 43 and Nordhavn 47 
were born, and have proved extremely popular. PAE had also 
been under considerable pressure from existing owners who 

a padded resting bar replaces the  
traditional helm chair in Caryali’s pilothouse, 
top, where the latest electronics are arrayed. 

Below, the flying bridge gives the captain 
a perfect vantage point for safe and easy 

arrivals and departures.  

the design of the Nordhavn 
86 was driven by client 

demands not just for 
extensions, but for quarters 

for bigger crew, a larger 
flying bridge, and more of 

just about everything.

N86
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wanted to move up to larger boats. The Nordhavn 62, the 
largest Nordhavn of its era, had proved its desirability, but it 
wasn’t roomy enough inside to accommodate the demands 
for “more.” Jeff’s design for a new 72, while only 10 feet longer, 
produced a boat with twice the interior volume, and elicited 
purchaser interest immediately. However, with the 57 and 62 
also to be taken out of the line, the huge hole between the 47 
and 72 had to be filled, so a new 55 and a new 64 came off the 
drawing boards, both much more voluminous than the boats 
they replaced, and much welcomed by buyers. 

When is enough enough? Clearly, for Nordhavn owners, the 
answer is: never. Even as the new boats were being introduced, 
customers continued to ask for “more.” Thus, a request for a 
simple four-foot cockpit extension on the 72 resulted in Jeff’s 
designing a new 76 in remarkably different forward and aft 
pilothouse configurations. Hmmm, said another customer, if 
you can do that for the 72, I’d like the same treatment applied 
to a 64. Jeff developed the 68, again in two configurations.

All Nordhavns are built to cross oceans. Thus, their design 
encompasses compact cockpits. However, not all Nordhavn 
buyers cross oceans regularly, and many of them want larger 
cockpits for outdoor dining and relaxing. (And hull exten-
sions mean a longer waterline, higher hull speed, and greater 
fuel economy without hindering passagemaking, all at a very 
cost-effective price per foot. Not to mention bragging rights.) 
Seeing what was happening with the big boats, some purchasers 
of models in the middle of the line pressed the same case suc-
cessfully, and PAE now offers cockpit extensions as a standard 
option, treating the longer versions as separate models.

 But, of course, it’s not just about extensions. A client’s re-
quest for a boat with quarters for a bigger crew, a larger flying 
bridge, and much “more” of just about everything required 
another completely new design. This demand produced PAE’s 
current Queen of the Fleet, the Nordhavn 86.

Never prepared to rest on its laurels, the company’s sense 
of the market suggested it should once again get out ahead. 
Thus, based on the assessment that demands for “more” were 
likely to continue, particularly from customers in brand new 
geographic markets, Jeff produced a design for a 120-footer. 
Validation of that decision soon came in the best form: very 
strong purchaser interest.

However, it’s also not just about big yachts, either. PAE re-
mains committed to entry-level buyers who tend to stay loyal 
to the brand and move up the line as circumstances permit 
and/or require. Thus a completely re-engineered, re-designed 
Mark II 40 replaced its predecessor. And, continuing to reach 
out to an ever-expanding customer base, the new 75 Exped-
ition Yachtfisher has been extremely well received.

In fact, the big surprise, and one with phenomenal po-
tential if the volume of inquiries is any indication, is the new 
Nordhavn 56 Motorsailer which brings PAE, if not full circle, 
at least halfway back to its original roots, melding its owners’ 
love of sailing with their expertise in powerboats to deliver 
the best of both worlds.

The history of Pacific Asian Enterprises is the basis of its 
current and future success. The owners established their prin-
ciples and patterns of behavior almost 40 years ago, and remain 
true to them to this day. Not a bad formula for any firm.    

Building bigger boats inevitably 
means bigger challenges in designing 
the systems that make them run, yet with 
these challenges can come rewards. 

In building the Nordhavn 86, the lar-
gest Nordhavn ever, PAE added even 
more wealth to its already considerable 
trove of boatbuilding knowledge. “We 
learned a lot about big boat systems... 
What it really takes to build a proper 
ship’s system,” declared chief designer 
Jeff Leishman. The rigorous standards 
PAE set for itself in designing these lar-
gest-ever systems for the Nordhavn 86 
are worthwhile in that they provide an 
even higher level of safety, said Jim Leish-
man, co-founder and vice-president of 
PAE.  “It’s a good thing, it’s not a waste 
of money.”

In reality there is only a handful more 
systems on the Nordhavn 86 than one 
would expect to find on any other Nord-
havn yacht; what is different is their size. 
Every system, including the air condi-
tioning, ventilation, power train, elec-
trical, plumbing, hydraulic, steering, 
stabilization, thrusters, fuel, freshwater 
and waste, must either be sized up for 
the added load imposed by the 86-foot 
(26.2-meter) 400,000-pound yacht, or 
the number of individual units that make 
up the system has to be increased. This 

of course makes sense, but it does not 
really hit home until you go down into 
the machinery spaces of the boat and 
look around.

Everything in its place

The second thing that hits you is how 
everything is neat, organized and in its 
place. There is so much room down 
below that everything—every system, 
every component—gets its own space. 

Valves, junction boxes, hoses and pipes 
are not stacked on top of one another 
or bundled into inaccessible corners 
and nooks. Instead, manifolds for hy-
draulic systems, and fuel lines, bilge 
system piping, electrical junction boxes, 
control panels, watermakers. . . each has 
its own place, usually out of the way. As 
a result, the machinery spaces and laz-
arette seem open, uncluttered and less 
overwhelming.

Let’s go right to the heart of the matter: 
the engine room. It and the crew’s quar-
ters can only be reached by a separate set 
of steps leading down from the aft cock-
pit. There is no access through the in-
terior of the yacht. Not surprising when 
you consider that most operations will 
be performed by a crew, who along with 
maintenance personnel working on the 
boat, can come and go without moving 
through the living quarters where they 
might disturb the owner and his guests. 
An added advantage of this layout is that 
it eliminates the need to put another 
door in the forward engine room bulk-
head, thus, making the wall space avail-
able for more important items, such as 
fuel transfer manifolds and fuel tanks.

Access is via a 72-inch by 22-inch (182 
centimeters by 56 centimeters) gasketed 
door, the engine room measures 23 

thinking

BIG
Building the largest-ever 
nordhavn means having to 
design systems to match
 

BY jAMES h. KIrBY
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

It’s a pleasure to look at aurora 
in a new light—in this case the 
picturesque glow supplied by 

the parliament buildings in 
victoria, British Columbia. 

Neat, clean and organized, 
Caryali’s large engine room 
and machinery spaces 
contribute to the Nordhavn 
86’s big boat look and feel.
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feet 7 inches (7.2 meters) at its widest 
point and is 18 feet 7-5/8 inches long 
(5.7 meters), with a generous six feet 
(1.8 meters) of headroom. Alcoves fore 
and aft of the port and starboard fuel 
tanks add extra space. There is room 
for a workbench with a vise. The walk-
in lazarette is separated from the engine 
room by the crew’s quarters. The lazar-
ette measures 20 feet 2 ¼ inches (6.2 
meters) at its widest point  and is 10 
feet 10 ½ inches deep (3.3 meters) and 
houses the steering gear, shore power 
system and watermaker. A hatch in the 
aft cockpit sole also provides access. 

The engine room is painted white and 
lined with mesh paneling. In order to 
control noise, the ceiling, inboard fuel 
tank sides, aft bulkhead, as well as the 
underside of deck, forward side of the 
engine room bulkhead and ventilation 
ducts are all treated with two inches (five 
centimeters) of Soundown lead foam 
and two inches (five centimeters) of 3M 
Thinsulate.

Harnessing two white horses

Left and right of center are the co-stars of 
the show, two gleaming white 600-horse-
power, MTU Series 60, six-cylinder diesel 
engines. Each advanced, common-rail 
injection, turbo-charged unit drives a 
50-inch propeller (122 centimeters) 
through a Twin Disc transmission with 
a 4.59-to-1 reduction gear and a massive 
four-inch diameter (10.2 centimeters) 
Aquamet propeller shafts equipped with 
Spurs line cutters.

Instrument panels for each engine, 
with a full complement of instruments 

and gauges, are located in the engine 
room, as well as in the pilothouse and 
flying bridge. Controls for the engine 
and transmission, and the bow and stern 
thrusters, are located in the engine room, 
pilothouse, flying bridge, outboard port 
and starboard positions on the Portu-
guese bridge and in the aft cockpit, 
thus allowing the operator to control 
the yacht from the most advantageous 
point when docking or maneuvering.

A cooling effect

The big diesels gulp a lot of air—approxi-
mately 2,000 cubic feet a minute (56.6 
cubic meters), and they radiate a lot of 
heat. Hot air robs engines and generators 
of power and shortens the life of compon-
ents, so the Nordhavn 86’s engine room 
is amply supplied with fresh air via two 
Multifan intake fans and two Multifan 
exhaust fans, each rated at 4,638 cubic 
feet per minute (131 cubic meters). Each 
of the two intake systems has a louvered 
outlet, which the Sea-Fire fire suppres-
sion system will automatically close in the 
event of an engine room fire. 

In a marine environment, much of 
this air is laden with salt and moisture, 

which accelerates corrosion and wear. To 
counteract this, the ventilation system is 
equipped with Delta-T moisture separ-
ators that use a series of traps and baffles 
to separate salt and moisture from the 
incoming air. The engine room also has 
its own Cruisair air-conditioning system, 
making routine service chores infinitely 
more bearable (altogether there are 16 
air handlers in the yacht’s air-condition-
ing system for a total capacity of 12 tons 
per hour).

Keeping the engines fed

The fuel system that feeds the engines 
and generators is the proven Nordhavn 
gravity feed system, consisting of two 
2,600-gallon fuel tanks (9,842 liters)—
one on each side of the engine room, 
and two 900-gallon tanks (3,406 liters) 
forward, for a total of 7,000-ocean span-
ning gallons (26,498 liters). The tanks 
feed a transfer manifold and then to a 
50-gallon supply tank (189 liters), which 
feeds the engines and generators. The 
supply tank is also fitted with a drain 
valve at the bottom for purging water 
and debris, and with a water sensor that 
illuminates a light and sounds an audible 

alarm in the pilothouse if it detects water 
in the fuel.

A transfer manifold and 3.86-gallon-
per-minute (14.6 liters) Oberdorfer gear 
pump with a timer allows fuel to be trans-
ferred between any tank and any con-
sumer, and a polishing manifold allows 
fuel to be polished using a Racor 900 fuel 
filter. Each engine is also protected by 
dual Racor 900 filters as well as the sec-
ondary filters on the engine. All fuel lines 
are Aeroquip brand fuel hoses which are 
cad plated mild steel.

Staying the course

Walk into the Nordhavn 86’s roomy aft 
lazarette, and the eye is immediately 
drawn to the impressive Kobelt steering 
system that occupies center stage. Twin 
hydraulic rams actuate huge stainless 
steel arms connected to the port rudder-
stock in a push-pull arrangement. An 
equally impressive steel tie bar connects 
the port rudder to the starboard rudder-
stock forming a parallel linkage. Each 
massive three and a half-inch diameter 

Aquamet rudderstock (8.9 centimeters) 
is connected to two 18.5-square-foot rud-
ders (1.7 square meters). One look at this 
big-boat system banishes any doubt about 
its ability to steer the 400,000-pound yacht 
(181.4 tonnes) under any conditions.

Going with the flow

The plumbing system consists of two 
water tanks located throughout the 
yacht, totaling 900 gallons (3,407 liters). 
Like the fuel tanks, they are made of 
fiberglass, pressure tested and have baf-
fles and inspection plates. The tanks, 
along with the 2,000-gallon-per-day 
Village Marine Tec watermaker (7,571 
liters), feed into a selection manifold 
that feeds the main Headhunter Mach 
5 Model water pump and a duplicate 
back-up pump. The pumps, along with 
a Groco accumulator and five-micron 
filter, feed a distribution manifold, which 
supplies water to the various faucets, 
showers, toilets, hot water heater and 
other consumers.

There are a total of eight SeaLand 

Magnum Opus Hush Flush toilets. These 
are freshwater-only toilets that are oper-
ated by a central 120-volt vacuum pump, 
with a second backup vacuum pump. 
The toilets empty into a 250-gallon (946 
liters) fiberglass holding tank with a Sea-
Land tank watch for indicating tank cap-
acity. An Edson “Bone Dry” overboard 
pump, with a manual pump backup and 
a deck fitting are provided for emptying 
the tank.

All sinks, showers, any air-condition-
ing condensate and the laundry drain 
into a 210-gallon (795 liters) gray water 
tank. The tank is equipped with Jabsco 
115-volt electric and Edson manual dis-
charge pumps and a SeaLand level mon-
itor system.

Even the Nordhavn 86’s bilge pump 
system is impressive, consisting of six 
separate Jabsco Par 120-volt 10.8-gal-
lon-per-minute (41 liters) diaphragm 
pumps—one for each watertight com-
partment. In addition there are three 
emergency back-up pumps: one manual, 
one hydraulic and one electric, as well as 
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You’ve voyaged half way around the world, anchored in numerous locations and have 
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Space is abundant down 
below as well as up above. 
the massive Kobelt 
steering system (left) and 
2,000-gallon-per-day 
watermaker (center) are 
located in Caryali’s walk-in 
lazarette. Clear acrylic 
covers protect high-current 
electrical junctions and 
make identifying electrical 
components easy.
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a high-water sensor and alarm.
Although the Nordhavn 86 is nom-

inally a 24-volt, direct current boat, in 
reality it is a 208/120vac 3 phase boat. 
There are so many high-wattage alternat-
ing current consumers that must remain 
in operation, such as freezers, refriger-
ators, galley stoves, fresh and discharge 
water pumps and air conditioning and 
ventilation, that the yacht must always be 
tied into a source of alternating current. 
The AC electrical system is a three-phase 
120/208-volt system with a maximum 
capacity of 67.5-kilowatts. Power is sup-
plied from two Onan generators (40- and 
27.5-kilowatt) and through one 100-amp 
shore power connection. A Glendin-
ning shore power cord retrieval system 
and 100 feet of shore power cable (30 
meters) are supplied. The shore power 
inlet is located at the stern of the yacht. 
A 35-kVA Atlas shore power converter 
allows connection to any shore service 
worldwide and also seamlessly handles 
transfer of power from generator to gen-
erator, or generator to shore power. 

Emergency control of the yacht 

The DC electrical system is a 24-volt dis-
tribution system. The DC system can also 
provide limited AC power for the helm sta-
tion and refrigeration during times when 
the generators are offline via a 120-volt 
inverter system. The total battery bank 
capacity of 765 amp/hours is enough 
to provide emergency control of ship’s 
equipment and limited operation without 
a generator or shore power connection.

The main AC and DC distribution 
and control panels are located in the 
engine room, and sub panels are located 
on each deck.  An AC/DC distribution 
panel in the pilothouse supplies electri-
city for the helm instrumentation and 
equipment. The house battery control 
panel is in the lazarette. Controls for the 
panel are remotely located at the helm 
station. Located there also are the con-
trol panels for the engine and generator 
start batteries and various monitoring 
panels for the bilge pumps, engine room 
ventilation, navigation lights, high water 
alarms, pump monitoring and other 
shipboard systems.                   

          Personalspace
designed for customization, the new 
nordhavn 86 beckons owners to make 
the vast interior truly their own
 

BY gArrEtt LAMBErt
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

almost 200 sailboats and crews had gathered 
in Victoria, British Columbia, in idyllic weather for the 
annual two-day Swiftsure International Yacht Race. Organ-
izer Bill Conconi had pressed brother Bob into berthing his 
brand new Nordhavn 86 in front of Victoria’s world-famous 
Empress Hotel—under the eyes of huge crowds of admiring 
onlookers—so that Aurora could host two large receptions for 
officials, sponsors, and captains.

In a comparison of relative capacities, one might think of a 
modern 40-foot trawler yacht. However, any comparison based 
on length is so misleading as to be ludicrous. Think cucumber and 
watermelon. Aurora displaces 12 times the tonnage, and although 
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only 2.15 times longer, has 15 times the 
interior volume!

On both evenings, the discipline of 
“by-invitation-only” lasted but a few min-
utes as more and more people associated 
with the race were drawn to the parties 
and decided to join in. With Aurora’s 
three decks it was impossible to count 
heads, but there were certainly well over 
a hundred aboard for each event. Even 
with catering and servers none of the 
spaces felt crowded, but it was probably 
a good thing the fire marshal hadn’t 
been invited.

On Race Day One, yet another crowd 
boarded to watch the race starts. This 
time, an accurate head-count was 
made—84—so that sufficient life jackets 
could be brought aboard. Again, every-
one found a comfortable vantage point 
as Aurora slipped into place line-astern 
among the 200 competitors and 50 to 
60 spectator boats streaming out of the 
harbor. Her capacity and comfort were 
amply demonstrated, even if few owners 
would ever have to concern themselves 
with having more than 300 guests aboard 
in the space of three days

The Nordhavn 86 is designed for cus-
tomization, and most owners elect to 
engage professional interior designers. 
Some suggest alterations to layout, but 
all use furnishings, textures and colors to 
imprint owners’ personalities and tastes. 
Thus, each of the yachts launched to date 
is, effectively, unique. The saloon and 
dining room of the Nordhavn 86 Hull 
#2 are the interior designed by Jeff Leish-
man. It has a wet bar on the starboard 
side under the semi-circular staircase to 
the pilothouse. It includes a large Sub-
Zero wine cooler, small fridge, icemaker, 
and a Miele Super Automatic espresso 
maker. A generous day head is just for-
ward. Nordhavn 86 Hull #1, on the other 
hand, isolates, widens, and emphasizes 
the dramatic staircase by eliminating the 
wet bar and setting a slightly smaller day 
head against the starboard bulkhead.

No Nordhavn 86 is the same

Finishing choices also result in inter-
iors with remarkably different appear-
ances and “feel.” Nordhavn 86 Hull #1 

seating. Hull #1 hides the media screen 
and lift in a lovely oval cabinet.

This cabinet complements the two ser-
vice columns on each sidewall as an addi-
tional visual separation between saloon 
and dining room. The table seats three 
per side and one at each end, and is set 
across the centerline. A pair of mahogany-
framed mirrors with sconce lighting adds 
dramatic impact. Placed on the port side 
and framing a recessed exterior window, 
they eliminate direct access to the side 
deck. However, that is a small price for 
the role they play in integrating and re-
flecting the elegant décor. Cabinetry and 
a wine cooler below provide storage while 
a counter along the galley bulkhead re-
places the wet bar. The result is an elegant 
and formal dining environment

Nordhavn 86 Hull #2 maintains its 
more casual mood, and treats the dining 
area as an extension of the saloon. Its 
table, set to port of center, also seats eight 
with two on each side and end.

On both boats the corridor galley is 

open at both ends, providing easy access 
to the side decks for provisioning. The 
forward wall contains cupboards and a 
capacious pantry, as well as the main ap-
pliances: a pair of Sub-Zero refrigerator-
freezers, and a GE Profile electric stove 
with matching microwave above. The aft 
wall has a full-length marble countertop 
with double sink, cupboards above, and 
a garbage compactor and dishwasher 
fitted underneath.

The potential for personalization con-
tinues throughout all living spaces. The 
owners’ suite is simply grand, a beauti-
ful master bedroom with all the conven-
iences and storage one would expect, 
and a truly magnificent his-and-hers 
bathroom. Nor would the guest suites 
be out of place in a first-class hotel. Their 
king-size beds, vanities and en suite heads 
are situated amidships and to either side 
of the centerline for a comfortable ride. 
In one of the staterooms, Nordhavn 86 
Hull #2 installed a pair of single beds 
whose mattresses can be joined and 

presents elegant mahogany woodwork, 
with panels presented in eye-catching, 
book-matched, “flame” veneers. In con-
trast, Nordhavn 86 Hull #2’s interior 
woodwork is under-stated teak. While 
Hull #1 uses symmetrical soft furniture 
arrangements across from each other in 
the saloon, Hull #2 has a pair of Stressless 
leather chairs and footstools on the port 
side of the saloon, between which a 50-
inch high-definition media screen rises 
out of the port side cabinet on a motor-
ized lift. Facing it is a proportionately 
large “L” settee for comfortable theater 

made up to form a king, thus offering a 
useful set of options to cater to different 
guest requirements

There are three other primary living 
spaces. The enormous pilothouse, with 
captain’s suite attached, can also provide 
surprises. The choice of instrumentation 
differs with each purchaser but tends in 
all cases to be extensive. However, in this 
area Nordhavn 86 Hull #1 and Nordhavn 
86 Hull #2 each reversed course. The 
latter installed two sinfully comfortable 
Stidd helm chairs, but the former went 
minimalist with only a padded “resting 
bar” and the tiniest of wheels. Since these 
ships can be driven wirelessly, the spa-
cious lounge and table at the aft end of 
the pilothouse will work perfectly well as a 
helm station while providing a panoramic 
view of the multiple instrument screens, 
not to mention the exterior scenery.

Bright refuge in the sky

From the forward area of the wheel-
house, a wide, bright corridor leads aft 
along the port side past a private cap-
tain’s cabin to the “sky lounge.” Nord-
havn 86 #02 has another Miele espresso 
machine installed in this corridor wall as 
well as a slightly smaller Sub-Zero wine 
cooler just in case. This is truly a room 
with a view, offering an intimate space 
for a quiet disconnect, or in the case of 
Hull #2, a private office for those who 
can’t disconnect and are hooked on and 
into Internet, telecommunications, and 
television systems via satellite. Either way, 
the lounge is a bright refuge.

A staircase from the lounge leads to 
the flying bridge, a spa-in-the-sky with 
hot tub, wet bar, barbecue and large 
lounge with table, all under a hard-top. 
Nordhavn 86 Hull #2 is completely en-
closed with the latest in distortion-free 
panels so that it can be fully enjoyed no 
matter what the weather, while Hull #1 
is left open for warmer climes. (While 
some might wonder about the utility of 
a hot tub that can be used only when 

previous page, Caryali’s saloon embodies 
the same look throughout with its elegant 
yet eye-catching mahogany woodwork. 
above, the owners’ master bedroom has it all, 
including a his-and-hers bathroom. the dining 
room can be finished to suit the tastes of its 
owners. a staircase from the lounge leads to 
the flying bridge.

the galley is open at both ends to make for 
easy provisioning, and there’s ample cupboard 
and pantry space for storage. a full-length 
marble countertop means maximum area 
for meal preparation. Caryali’s flying bridge 
is like a spa-in-the-sky with hot tub, wet bar, 
barbecue and lounge.
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would anyone turn down an invitation to be on the 
maiden voyage of a Nordhavn 86? I certainly didn’t when Bob 
Conconi asked if I’d like to join him when he took possession 
of Aurora for the trip from her commissioning berth in Seattle’s 
Elliott Bay Marina to Victoria Harbour on Vancouver Island.

Bob’s son Alex and I and took a floatplane to Lake Union and a 
cab to the marina. Spotting Aurora among the hundreds of luxury 
yachts was easy. She literally stands out. That first, distant view was 
important to appreciating the essence of the Nordhavn 86. This 
is a yacht that is both rugged and refined. Its initial impressions 
are of power and size: the iconic Nordhavn reverse-sloped wind-
shield protected by a Portuguese bridge, a soaring bow carrying 
massive ground tackle, and the multi-story house towering over it 
all. Blocky rather than sleek, utilitarian rather than fashionable, 
no slave to faddish design trends, and certainly no teardrop win-
dows or curious bulges. Bob had opted for a conservative Gray-
stone hull and topsides, accented by lots of gleaming stainless 

at rest, Ken Williams’s blogs about the 
adventures of his Nordhavn 68 dem-
onstrate that he and Roberta are really 
enjoying theirs.)

The sky lounge also opens onto an 
aft deck. Some owners will store a shore 
boat and install a winch here; others will 
choose to use it as an outdoor lounge. 
This deck is the overhead for the cockpit 
that provides another 340 square feet 
(31.5 square meters) of space and was 
a particularly popular gathering place 
during the Swiftsure events. The bridge 
bulwark contains a huge amount of stor-
age—one Nordhavn 76 owner installed 
a large gasoline tank and pump for his 
small boats—and a small compartment 
in each corner containing one of the 
four remote helm stations distributed 
around the boat (two on the Portu-
guese bridge, one in the cockpit, and 
one on the flying bridge). Using these 
remotes that control the main engines, 
bow and stern thrusters, and rudder, the 
captain can ensure he is in the best loca-
tion from which to maneuver the boat 
safely. The central portion of the Portu-
guese bridge also provides access to the 
foredeck. Most owners choose to install 
cradles and a crane in this area to store 
and manage one or two inflatables, but 
it would be hard to find a better place 
to sunbathe.

The cockpit also provides access to 
two more important areas of the boat. 
A pneumatically operated hatch opens 
to a set of stairs into the vast lazarette, 
and a doorway adjacent to the saloon 
door opens onto a finished staircase to 
the crew quarters and engine room (also 
accessible from the lazarette.)

For owners who engage crew, in addi-
tion to the captain’s suite aft of the pilot-
house, there are three bunks, a head, 
and stowage finished out in wood, and 
situated between the lazarette and the 
engine room, plus an extra pipe bunk 
hidden behind paneling.

Inside or out, up or down, the Nord-
havn 86 can accommodate as many or as 
few as one would wish, in any style one 
can imagine, with complete comfort and 
security, anywhere one might wish to go, 
and on any ocean.                   

Rugged
     &refined
maiden voyage of aurora 
demonstrates the comfort, 
technology and sea-
worthiness of the  
nordhavn 86

BY gArrEtt LAMBErt
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR
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steel, plus dramatic over-sized black fen-
ders and lines.

As we got closer individual areas came 
into sharp focus, and my attention was 
captured by the quality of the components 
and finishes; the high level of care paid to 
the smallest details was clearly evident.

Alex headed straight for the pilothouse 
to greet his father. I followed at a more 
leisurely pace, trying to take in as much 
of the eye candy as possible. I joined the 
group in the pilothouse and listened to 
the detailed conversations between the 
two experienced yachtsmen—Bob’s pre-
vious boats were also Nordhavns, a 76 
and a 62, and Alex is naturally inclined 
to technical subjects—and the techni-
cians who were doing the final tweaking 
of brand-new systems prior to hand-over. 
The techs would be accompanying us 
to Victoria in the morning, just in case 
Aurora’s first major voyage produced any 
unexpected surprises. It didn’t. 

A couple of hours later we were joined 
by another of Bob’s friends and his son, 
and being an all-male crew, thought 
for about a nanosecond about cooking 
supper, then headed out to a restaurant. 
We slept aboard, and my stateroom evoked 

memories of some very fine hotel suites.
Bob had set a departure time of 0730 

to take advantage of tides and currents, 
and since all aboard were experienced 
boaters, roles and responsibilities were as-
sumed automatically. Bob started the en-
gines, powered on the extensive array of 
electronics, and went through his check-
list. The 100-amp power cable was discon-
nected and winched into its storage barrel 

in the lazarette, and once Bob indicated 
he was ready to cast off, all but one of the 
dock lines were retrieved and stowed. Bob 
then went out to the Portuguese bridge, 
opened the “garage” in the starboard 
corner, activated that driving station, 
and called for the last line to be taken 
in. Using the bow and stern thrusters, he 
shifted Aurora’s 400,000 pounds sideways, 
and with sufficient clearance, put her in 
gear and steered her out of the marina 
as the fenders were brought aboard. 
Back in the pilothouse, he drove to the 

first waypoint he had plotted, activated 
it, and switched the autopilot to “navi-
gate,” whereupon Aurora was steered by 
the chart plotter. The departure was so 
smooth and easy it was anti-climactic.

About a half hour into the journey up 
the busy traffic lanes of Puget Sound, Bob 
suggested I take over and left me at the 
helm for several hours. My heavy respon-
sibility consisted of keeping watch for 
debris and potential collisions with my 
Mark I eyeballs aided by radar, AIS, and 
an astonishing high-definition camera. I 
enjoyed playing with the wall-to-wall array 
of electronics. They confirmed that every-
thing was as it should be, but something 
kept nagging at me. I realized it was the 
ride—so smooth and quiet I could have 
been in my living room. Easily fixed: I 
turned the active stabilizers off, and once 
again enjoyed the motion that connects 
all mariners directly to the sea.

Other members of the “crew” came 
to take their turn, and once we reached 
the entry to Victoria Harbour—coinci-
dentally a very busy commercial seaplane 
airport—Bob re-assumed control to steer 
the narrow, twisting course into the inner 
harbor. After being directed to a berth, 
he simply reversed the procedure for de-
parture from Seattle. Easy-peasy.        IV

SItE SEE
Take a virtual tour and download 
additional information starting at 
nordhavn.com/86/vtour.php4.
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PW2000 with UV sterilizer, media filter and 
remote panel.

Construction
MAtErIAL 

Isophthalic gelcoat and vinylester resin for 
the first three layers below waterline. All FRP 
surfaces to be painted with Awlgrip Awlcraft 
2000 Acrylic Urethane paint except non-skid.

coLor 
Hull Gray Stone. Deck and deck house Snow 
White. Boot top Flag Blue. Non-skid Arocoat 
Gelcoat to match Gray Stone. Ventilation 
stack/flybridge Snow White. Engine room 
and lazarette Arocoat Gelcoat to match 
Soundown white mesh engine room 
paneling. Bilges light gray gelcoat.

corINg 
Cabin side (vertical surfaces) klegecell # 
R80 varying degrees of thickness. Cabin top 
and deck (horizontal surfaces) Baltec or 
equivalent vertical end grain balsa, 1” (2.5 
cm) thick. Hull and Superstructure to have 
Coremat anti print thru material in first 
series of lamination before roving is applied.

othEr 
Between deck and hull flange:  3M 5200 with 
mechanical fastening 1/2” (1.27 cm)  thru-bolt 
on 6” (15.2 cm) centers. Teak cap across 
stern only, varnished. Longitudinal stringers: 
Ten full length each port and starboard (total 
of 20), engine beds and floor stringers.

fuel
tANKS 

Four main tanks totaling 7,000 gal U.S. 
(26,498 l) with one centerline aluminum day 
tank at 50 gal U.S. (189.7 l) which will gravity 
feed from main tanks in Engine room. Two 
forward tanks will be transferred to main E/R 
tanks thru the fuel transfer system  section  
G.2.H. FRP construction from male molds 
using vinylester resin. Compliance with all 
ABYC codes for diesel fuel tanks. Tanks 
coated with fire retardant Gelcoat on outside 
to comply with ABYC section H-33.20 for fire 
resistance. Inspection plates allow interior 
access by average size man.

SYStEM 
Fuel system to include a powder coated 
aluminum supply reservoir, which feeds by 
gravity from two engine room fuel tanks. 
Reservoir to be approximately 50 gal U.S. 
(189.27 l) fitted with a drain valve at the 
bottom of the reservoir for water and debris 
purging and with a water sensor, illuminating 
a light and audible alarm in wheelhouse if 
excessive water is present. Reservoir fitted 

with five draw spigots for two main engines, 
two generators and spares, mounted at 
lower level of reservoir but above water 
sensing probe. All returns from mains and 
generators plumbed into reservoir via a 
return manifold. Transfer manifold and 24 
volt DC Orberdorfer gear pump 3.86 gal U.S. 
(14.61 l) per minute fuel pump with timer 
switch and Racor 1000 fuel filter with 10 
micron element which can transfer fuel from 
one tank to another and scrub fuel while 
transferring. 

tankage
fuEL 7,000 gal U.S./ 

 26,497.9 l

WAtEr 900 gal U.S. /3,406.9 l

hoLDINg tANK 250 gal U.S./946.4 l

grAY WAtEr tANK 210 gal U.S./794.9 l

accommodations
NuMBEr of StAtErooMS 6 standard

NuMBEr of BErthS 8 standard

SALooN Seating for 10 

DINEttE Seating for 8

Galley
rEfrIgErAtIoN 

Sub-Zero refrigerator/freezer with teak 
panels x two.  One right hand hinge and one 
left hand hinge. Sub-Zero freezer with teak 
panels located across from galley fwd. of 
day head, left hand hinge.

cooKINg 
GE Profile stainless steel drop in electric 
range with custom stainless steel sea rails 
and pot holders. GE Advantium microwave 
oven with exhaust blower. Stove alcove 
lined with stainless steel.

othEr 
Counter top granite with bull nosed edges. 
Flooring ceramic tile or stone. Cabinet 
paneling all teak. Locker and drawer interior 
finish Formica white. GE Profile stainless 
steel trash compactor. Bosch stainless steel 
dishwasher. Garbage disposal Insinkerator. 
Lift-up galley partition divides galley from 
dining room. Pantry to starboard of galley. 
Sliding doors to galley have frosted glass 
panels.

price
    $6.75 million approximate as of August 

2009. Because of the semi-custom nature of 
Nordhavn, contact PAE for pricing details.

Site see
    www.nordhavn.com/86/overview.php4

General dimensions
LENgth ovErALL (LoA) 86 ft 7 in/26.39 m

LENgth WAtErLINE (LWL) 77 ft 11 in/23.75 m

BEAM 24 ft 0 in/7.32 m

DrAft  8 ft  2 in/2.49 m

DISPLAcEMENt 400,000 lb/181.44
 metric tons

BALLASt Approx. 30,000 lb/
 13,608 kg lead fixed,
 4,000 lb/1,814 kg 
 lead ingots 

Machinery
tWIN MAIN ENgINES 

MTU Series 60 model with a rating of  600 hp 
@ 2,100 rpm, wet exhaust & 24 volt starting. 

trANSMISSIoN  
Twin Disc #5114DC, with 4.59:1 reduction

ALtErNAtorS 
100 amp 24 volts DC 

ENgINE coNtroLS 
DDEC IV Electronic controls with brushed 
S/S finish, six (6) stations: pilothouse, flying 
bridge, and aft deck, P & S Portuguese bridge 
and engine room

ProPELLErS 
Hung Shen 48” x 40” (121.9 cm x 101.6 cm) 
4-blade counter rotating propellers. Shafts 
4” (10.2 cm) diameter. Spurs line cutters. FRP 
stern tube.

fuEL fILtErS  
Two Racor 75-900MAX duplex with 30 
micron filter elements in addition to 
secondary engine mounted filter.

ELEctrIcAL 
#1 Generator Onan 40 kW 120/208 volt AC 
3-phase 60 Hz. #2 Generator Onan 27.5 kW 
120/208 volt AC 3-phase 60 Hz. Both with 
wet exhaust system using gen-sep. Start 24 
volt DC start. Alternator 20 amp.

ABt SYStEM 
Hydraulic powered 50 hp bow and stern 
thrusters using 16” (40.6 cm) tunnels with 
proportional controls at five stations. TRAC 
#370 digital stabilizer system with 20 sq. ft. 
(50.8 sq. cm) fins and dual station control.  
Stainless steel kelp cutters fwd. of fins.

PuMPS 
Hydraulic bilge pump 180 gal U.S. (681.4 l) 
per minute. Hydraulic anchor wash pump/
fire fighting pump 180 gallons (681.4 Liters) 
per minute.

WAtErMAKEr 
2,000 gal U.S. (7.571 l) per day Village Marine 

NoRdhavN 86
SpECIfICatIoNS

performance
MAxIMuM SPEED (S/L 1.32) 11.6 knots

coASt cruISINg SPEED (S/L 1.19) 10.5 knots

LoNg-rANgE SPEED (S/L 1.07) 9.4 knots

EStIMAtED rANgE 3,600 nautical miles

flat-water computer projections. Speed and range are
impacted by wind, waves and load. 

DESIgNEr Jeff Leishman 

BuILDEr Pacific Asian Enterprises
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“He looked at the sky and 
saw the white cumulus built 

like friendly piles of ice cream 
and high above were the thin 
feathers of the cirrus against 

the high September sky. ‘Light 
breeze,’ he said. ‘Better weather 

for me than for you, fish.’ ”
—Ernest Hemingway

The Old Man and the Sea 1952

Fishing
for a new 

century

BY thE EDItorS of cIrcuMNAvIgAtor
FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID J. SHULER

state-of-the-art expedition Yachtfisher 
stokes a sense of endless possibilities

ReVoLUtIonaRYN75 Eyf
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ask the crews on Deadliest Catch, 
the reality TV show about the perilous 
Alaska fishing industry, why they put to 
sea, and their first answer is always the 
same. “For the money,” they say. But after 
a moment’s hesitation a few will admit, 
albeit in vague terms, that they feel hard-
wired for life on the ocean, that going 
offshore defines who they are.

Granted, the Bering Sea is an extreme 
body of water, but the question remains: 
Why does a small segment of the popu-
lation pay money—a lot of money and 
hard earned—so they can do what others 
won’t do unless they are paid? By its defin-
ition recreational boating is not essential 
to our survival or earning a living. It’s 
optional. So, why do we do it?

Hold that thought and take an imagin-
ary walk down to the waterfront with the 
editors of CirCumnavigator. As we turn 
that last corner before the ramp we see 
her for the first time. Alongside the dock 
sits Hull #1 of the Nordhavn 75 Exped-
ition Yachtfisher, pale yellow topsides, 
gleaming in the morning sun. 

There, in shining glass and shining 
metal, is a clue to why we, like the more 
thoughtful of those Alaska men, choose 
to go to sea, and why we choose to fish.

No matter what the craft, whether it’s a 
kayak or an ocean crosser, a recreational 
vessel is a connection to nature and a 
platform on which we cement the bonds 

of family and friendship through shared 
adventure. Compared to most, however, 
the Nordhavn 75 EYF tries harder. The 
75 EYF goes about this business of con-
necting us with nature more aggres-
sively, like a sportfishing boat should. 
Luxury accommodations notwithstand-
ing, Nordhavn’s Expedition Yachtfisher 
is at its very best when it gets us outside 
into the briny air.

Imagine that as you come closer to 
the boat, you do what we did. We each 
stopped for a few moments to behold 
the Expedition Yachtfisher in profile. 
Nordhavns trace their ancestry to fish-
ing trawlers of the North Sea, some-
thing they share in common with the 
crabbers on Deadliest Catch. The 75 may 
drive like a trawler, but from the water-
line up, she claims a different lineage 
altogether. She’s got the powder horn 
sheer and flared bow of a classic sport-
fishing design, a look developed in the 
six decades of tournaments since men 
like Ernest Hemingway and Michael 
Lerner pioneered the sport.

Classic good looks

Since ancient times boatbuilders have 
understood that fair lines usually cor-
related with good performance, so 
pretty boats were thought luckier, too. 
For an added measure of luck, the bows 
of wooden ships were decorated with 

carvings of fierce dragons or robust 
maidens.

Recalls 75EYF designer Jeff Leishman: 
“Dave Harlow and I went over to China, 
and the antenna mast was done. They 
were starting to fair it, and Dave goes, 
‘What the heck is that? It looks like a 
witch’s hat!’ It was this pointy weird thing. 
We said, ‘Oh my god, that’s terrible! We 
can’t build that,’ so I scrapped it, and that 
cost us quite a bit of money.”

Thinking this 75 EYF may well be 
the prettiest Nordhavn ever built, you 
climb aboard through the starboard 
gate, and, as we did, you stroll around 
her enormous fishing cockpit. This is 
the place for action. This is the place 
of barbed hooks and billy clubs, scuba 
tanks and spears, human adrenaline 
and fish blood. This space corresponds 
to the crab-trap foredecks of Deadliest 
Catch, but instead of being industrial, 
it is gladiatorial. It’s like a boxing ring, 
better yet a bullring. Sometimes the con-
test is catch-and-release, sometimes it’s 
a fight to the death.

How the 75 EYF is truly unique

Truth be told, however, much of that 
description could apply to the cockpit 
of a traditional “battlewagon.” To begin 
to understand how the 75 EYF has im-
proved on the fish-boat formula, you 
must go forward and up three steps to 
what Nordhavn co-founder Jim Leish-
man calls the “California deck,” a shaded 
outdoor social area on the level of the 
main saloon.

“Big exotic sportfish boats might have 
a bench seat going across the back of the 
saloon,” Leishman says. “On the 75 you 
can have 10 people up on that California 
deck with beverages and hors d’oeuvres, 
where you wouldn’t be in anybody’s way 
and safe from gaffs and other things that 
you use when fighting fish.”

Above, the observation deck behind 
the raised pilothouse provides another 
great view of the action, and the rear of 
the flying bridge itself has space for a 
few observers (besides the helmsman) in 
what amounts to a third tier of stadium 
seating. If boating is about shared ad-
venture, no other sportfishing boat ac-
complishes the sharing so well. Consider 

anchored off 
Catalina Island, 

audrey’s dream 
shows off the 
many ways it 

invites people 
to enjoy the 

outdoors, be it 
enjoying ocean 

views or dipping 
toes in the water.

the “California deck” 
provides a thrilling view 
of the action in the boat’s 
fighting cockpit, just a few 
steps below. 

N75 Eyf
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these vantages in terms of photography, 
too. Not only can folks on board share 
the thrill of landing a big marlin, not only 
can they share images of the fight with 
absent friends and family, but in the 21st 
century there is also YouTube.

Sadly, the editors at CirCumnavigator 
did not have an opportunity to fish the 
75, but we did ride along on a sea trial 
after a thorough examination of the boat 
at dockside with Nordhavn project man-
ager Dave Harlow and later again with 
Jim Leishman.

Observations at dockside

You’ll read more specifics about the 75’s 
interior and mechanical systems else-
where in this issue of CirCumnavigator, 
but before we head out to sea, it’s worth 
sharing a couple additional general ob-
servations and some specific features we 
admired.

While the exterior design invites our 
involvement with the environment, 
inside is altogether the opposite. It is a 
world of luxury and comfort unto itself, 
sustained by a combination of esthetic 

excellence and complex mechanical 
systems.

It’s easy to be overwhelmed with the 
systems on a big boat like this. So it is 
good that while the amount of machin-
ery goes up arithmetically, the space to 
put it in grows exponentially. CirCumnavi-
gator editors were impressed by the neat 
and uncluttered nature of the engineer-
ing spaces throughout. Neatness makes 
the 75’s systems somehow less intimidat-
ing than they appear listed on paper.

Here are some noteworthy features:

• A compact and secure granite-topped 
galley with loads of counter space lighted 
by three forward-facing ports of five-
eighths inch (1.6 centimeters) tempered 
glass. The galley is positioned aft of the 
pitch axis and should be a chef’s dream 
both in port and on passage.

• The fit and finish of the interior 
joinery is the very best we’ve ever seen 
in a Nordhavn. With this yacht, South 
Coast Marine has reached a new join-
ery standard.

• Open a deck hatch just ahead of the 
main saloon, walk down four stairs, and 

you’re face-to-face with the yachtfish-
er’s impressive wine cellar, which holds 
dozens of bottles of wine, each in its indi-
vidual compartment, all designed to keep 
the wine safe at sea. A very nice touch!

• The overhead compartment, with 
a swing-down access door, with ready-
access stowage for six rods and reels is a 
perfect use of otherwise dead space.

• From the flying bridge, a helmsman 
has a view of everything going on in the 
cockpit, which is a requirement in a sport-
fishing boat. When hooked up, the driver 
has a clear view of exactly where the rods 
are, where the lines are. Big hydraulic 
thrusters can assist in backing down, 
making the 75 EYF more maneuverable 
in terms of chasing a fish than a typical 
light displacement sportfishing boat.

• The compact yet complete control 
station to starboard on the flying bridge. 
It offers everything the captain needs to 
navigate and keep the ship on course, 
yet it’s off to the side, providing plenty of 
lounging room for owners and guests.  

• The Yachtfisher’s large pilothouse 
is destined to be one of the yacht’s most 

popular venues on long passages. Twin 
Stidd chairs, with the one immediately aft 
of the wheel offering immediate access to 
all the essentials: throttles, autopilot joy-
stick, thruster controls, navigation com-
puter and plotter displays, and more. 

• Wing stations to port and starboard 
on the Portuguese bridge provide ideal 
sightlines for docking and anchoring. 
Each of the stations has throttle controls, 
thrusters, and anchor controls.  

• A pair of massive hydraulic Maxwell 
4,500-pound (2,041 kilograms) winches 
adorns the foredeck. For all their shining 
stainless steel and chrome, these hefty 
characters should make child’s play of 
handling the heavy ground tackle that 
comes standard with this yacht: a 300-
pound (136 kilograms) stainless steel 
plow, a 200-pound (90 kilograms) stain-
less steel plow, and 400 feet (123 meters) 
of chain rode for the 300-pounder and 
300 feet (91 meters) for the 200-pounder. 
For nighttime work waterproof on-deck 
LED fixtures focus light on the chain as 
it comes aboard.

• The sleek, long foredeck offers 
secure stowage for a large RIB and a 
smaller beachable one, along with a 
2,000-pound (907 kilograms) capacity 
Nautical Structures fold-down crane for 
launching and retrieving the dinks to 
port or starboard.

• We were especially impressed with 
the engine room and its twin 740-horse-
power Detroit Series 60 diesels. This ma-
chinery space struck us as especially well 
engineered, with plentiful and bright 
overhead fluorescent lighting, plenty of 
floor space, and easy access to the en-
gines and gensets. Clearly, much thought 
had been given to placing frequently-
needed controls and switches within 
easy reach. And it was operating-room 
clean, all white gel coat, white mica and 
white paint.

• Safety comes first with this big ex-
pedition sportfisher. She boasts three 
watertight bulkheads, separating chain 
locker/collision bulkhead from the ac-
commodation, engine room from the 
lower stateroom, and engine room from 
the lazarette.  

• As is customary on larger Nordhavn 
models, this one comes standard with 
dozens of “extras” including: a 10-ton 

Cruisair chilled water air conditioning 
system with 10 separate air handlers, 
Spurs cutters for the shafts, PSS dripless 
seals in place of standard stuffing boxes, 
corrosion-resistant Aqualoy 22 shafts, 
heavy-duty 38-horsepower bow and stern 
thrusters, a 180-gallon-per-minute (681 
liters) emergency bilge pump which also 
functions as an anchor washdown and 
firefighting pump, a 2,000 gallon (7,570 
liters) per day (83 gallons or 321 liters 

per hour) Village Marine Tec water-
maker, and even a Brownie’s scuba com-
pressor which can fill four standard dive 
tanks at a time.  

• Other standard equipment includes: 
35kVA shore power converter allowing 
connection to any shore connection 
worldwide and seamless transfer of power 
from generator to generator, or gener-
ator to shore side power connection, 
five halogen underwater lights across 

with enough beds 
and heads for an 
extended family 
or circle of friends, 
accommodations 
on the Nordhavn 
75 Eyf can 
nonetheless 
provide a measure 
of privacy when 
fishing and social 
time have ended.

N75 Eyf
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the transom, heavy-duty two-inch diameter 
(five centimeters) stainless steel stanchions 
and rails, a pair of Maxwell electric winches 
to port and starboard in the cockpit.

Under way at Dana Point

Untying and clearing the dock from high up 
on the Portuguese bridge feels like casting 
off a ship. Clearing the seawalls at Dana Point 
Harbor the captain opened up the throttles, 
and we thundered out into the Pacific. . . just 
kidding. This boat doesn’t “thunder.” That’s 
how writers describe the battlewagon fish-
boats at speed. The 75 EYF may look like a 
sportfish boat, but she’s as quiet as any other 
Nordhavn trawler yacht. As the captain gave 
her throttle, the loudest sound was the prop 
wash, not her twin Detroits. 

The captain of Hull #1, by the way, is a vet-
eran of fish boats, and while we were plow-
ing through the swells, he made another 
observation about sound, or lack thereof. 
Unlike other vessels he had commanded, 
there was no creaking joinery, he said, prais-
ing the 75’s construction.

Noise at sea is stressful and contributes 
to fatigue and seasickness. Fin stabilizers, 
low-noise design and quality workmanship 
convinced us that the 75 will arrive at fishing 
grounds or the next port with a crew that’s 
rested and ready for action.

Looking back at our wake, as we flattened 
the swells at 12 knots, it occurred to us that 
one word that describes this boat under 
way is “muscle.” Other Nordhavns, like 
the 76 and 86, have “brawn” but this boat 
has muscle. And when you are at the helm 
applying that muscle—whether from the 
commanding heights of the flying bridge 
or from inside the 75’s wide and unusually 
quiet pilothouse—you cannot help but be 
overcome by a sense of opportunity beyond 
the horizon. 

The captain tells us that the 75’s first voyage 
would be an exploration of the Alaska coast 
by the owner and his young family. It would 
be interesting to hear what the fishermen up 
there think of her.                         

Contributing editors Peter Swanson, James H. Kirby 
and Milt Baker, and Georgs Kolesnikovs, the maga-
zine’s editor, pooled their comments for this report, 
which begins Circumnavigator’s extensive introduc-
tion to the Nordhavn 75 Expedition Yachtfisher.

there’s no fishing ground too distant for the 
functional nordhavn Yachtfisher to carry 

anglers in comfort and luxury 

BY PEtEr SWANSoN
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

above the waterline, 
the 75 Eyf has the 
right stuff for fishing: 
a flying bridge with 
commanding view, 
massive outriggers and 
a cockpit big enough 
to handle the record-
breakers. Under way, 
she shows a certain 
muscular grace.

N75 Eyf

the typical sportfish boat of today owes its shape to a 
naval architect from Massachusetts named C. Raymond Hunt, 
who pioneered the deep-V hull in the 1950s and 60s. Hunt’s ap-
plication of the deep-V to his Bertram 31 design created one of 
the legendary boats of the 20th century.

Prior to the deep-V, fishermen had semi-displacement hulls that 
were much slower than today’s 30-plus-knot boats from the likes of 
Bertram, Hatteras and Viking. In the 1930s and 40s, fishing greats 
such as Michael Lerner and Ernest Hemingway trolled from places 
like Bimini, where pelagic species were caught in deep water within 
sight of land. Alternately, they used their boats in expeditionary 
mode, fishing far from home for days or weeks. 

The best example of that may be Hemingway’s Pilar, a 38-footer 
that roamed remote fishing grounds off Cuba at a nine-to10-knot 
pace. In many ways, the Nordhavn 75 Expedition Yachtfisher hark-
ens back to those seminal days of the sport, a comparison discussed 
in detail in the 2008-09 edition of CirCumnavigator.

The Nordhavn 75 EYF has a hull that is neither deep-V nor  
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semi-displacement. While it resembles a 
contemporary sportfisherman from the 
waterline up, and packs the same fish-
catching functionality in its enormous 
cockpit, the Expedition Yachtfisher moves 
through the water like any other full-dis-
placement trawler. Like Pilar the Nord-
havn 75 will cruise at nine to 10 knots. 

Nordhavn co-founder Jim Leish-
man and his sons are angling enthusi-
asts, trolling the waters between Dana 
Point and Catalina Island in California 
aboard their Rampage 30, a fast deep-V 

not uncommon for fishing enthusiasts 
to have their boats carried by special-
ized freighters to places like Costa Rica, 
where several big pelagic species are still 
abundant. The owners fly in to fish for a 
couple weeks or months, and then ship 
their boats back home.

The Nordhavn 75 Expedition Yacht-
fisher is designed to be an alternative to 
fishing unproductive waters or having to 
ship your boat on the deck of a freighter. 
Instead of being a destination, Costa Rica 
could mark the beginning of a fishing 
circumnavigation that hits angling hot 
spots around the planet. In this scenario 
the Nordhavn 75’s owner has two op-
tions: send the boat ahead with a paid 
crew, then fly in for fishing, or make the 
ocean passages personally in luxury and 
comfort.

One of the advantages of a full-dis-
placement hull is that it is optimized 
for ocean conditions inimical to many 
deep-V designs. As British author and 
fast-boat expert Dag Pike has long con-
tended, a planing hull moving at dis-
placement speeds through heavy seas 
often does so at great risk to itself and 
its crew. A modern sportfish yacht is de-
signed to plane. It is weight sensitive so 
it cannot carry the amenities of a cruis-
ing boat. It demands huge fuel-guzzling 
engines that preclude long passages. De-
signed to compete in tournaments, they 
make poor passagemakers. 

On the other hand, the Nordhavn 
75 will never be a contender in tour-
naments that send boats racing to the 
canyons 500 miles off the coast of New 
Jersey. However, there are other tourna-
ments in which slower boats are at little 
or no competitive disadvantage. The 
annual Bahamas Billfish Champion-
ship is one. According to tournament 
owner Al Behrendt, the Nordhavn 75’s 
competitiveness will be a function of the 
distance from a tournament’s base to the 
fishing grounds.

 “In our case, you don’t need fast boats 
to get to where the fish are,” Behrendt 
says. “We have no restrictions on what 
time you can leave the marina. If the 
guy wanted to run 20 miles offshore, he 
could leave at five or six o’clock in the 
morning and be in position for ‘lines in’ 
at eight.”                                                >>

boat. But the Leishmans have also spent 
years catching dinner by dragging lines 
as they delivered Nordhavn trawlers far 
and wide. 

As a result, the Nordhavn 75 came 
about as an exception to the “customer-
driven evolution” of most Nordhavn 
yachts. In other words, no one asked the 
company to build a fishboat. Instead, the 
Expedition Yachtfisher’s development 
was reminiscent of the original Nord-
havn trawler, the Nordhavn 46. Both 
concepts were revolutionary instead of 

evolutionary. If fishing from a trawler is 
fun, the Nordhavn people reckoned, it 
would be doubly satisfying from a vessel 
optimized for fishing as well as making 
ocean passages. 

Sportfishing tourneys of today have 
put a premium on speed that comes 
with the deep-V. Unfortunately, since 
the days of Lerner and Hemingway, 
some of the grounds that these tourna-
ments cover have been “fished out.” Cer-
tainly the Gulf Stream off Florida is not 
the bonanza it once was. Nowadays it is 

Uniquely among 
sportfish boats, 

three tiers of 
observation 

space overlook 
the cockpit, 

making this the 
best platform 
for big-game 

photography ever 
designed. 

N75 Eyf
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from an engineering stand 
point, the Nordhavn 75 EYF team at 
Pacific Asian Enterprises had a simple 
design brief: Build a first-class yacht ca-
pable of going anywhere in the world 
and functioning as a working platform 
for the serious sport fisherman. Simple 
maybe in concept, but executing it is an 
all-together different matter.

Fortunately, first-class transoceanic 
yachts are nothing new to PAE. Like 
virtually all Nordhavns, chief designer 
Jeff Leishman started by giving the Ex-
pedition Yachtfisher a full-displacement 
hull with 20,000 pounds (9,072 kilo-
grams) of ballast—enough to ensure 
stability in just about any sea condi-
tion. Additional stability comes from 
the yacht’s 22-foot 4-inch (6.8 meters) 
beam while 16-square foot (1.49 square 

meters)digital stabilizers help keep 
everything on an even keel.

Built for comfort and speed

The hull shape starts with a fine entry 
forward then flares to a wide waterline 
beam that continues to the stern. The 
result is a hull that is easily driven, yet 
provides ample volume for equipment, 
stores and fuel, without adversely af-
fecting the yacht’s stability or trim. So 
unlike the typical stripped-down, built-
for-speed sport fishing battlewagon, the 

Nordhavn 75 EYF can take along every-
thing its owners might want for having a 
good time—jet skis, tenders, dive equip-
ment—it all fits.

The yacht’s waterline length (LWL) of 
66 feet 8 inches (20.28 meters) gives it 
an efficient cruising speed and the range 
to reach fishing grounds just about any-
where on the planet. The twin 740-horse-
power (552 kW)turbocharged MTU 
diesel engines love to run long. 

Low draft underbody

Thrust is transmitted to the 42-inch 
diameter (107 centimeters) Hung Shen 
propellers by Twin Disc transmissions 
turning massive 4-inch diameter Aqualoy 
shafts. The 5-blade propellers are located 
in semi-tunnels behind abbreviated skeg-
like twin keels. There is also a shallow 
main keel on the hull’s centerline. The 
short keels and tunnels permit the yacht 
to operate in shallower waters than it 
otherwise would be able to, while still 
protecting the props and rudders. Draft 
is 6 feet 10 inches (2.1 meters).

A proper ship’s engine room

The Nordhavn’s spacious engine room is 
entered by a gasketed, soundproof door 
located at the bottom of a short set of 
stairs just off the California deck. Despite 
the amount of machinery necessary to 
operate a big yacht like this, the engine 
room and machinery spaces look remark-
ably neat, clean and organized. There is 
easy access to all sides of the generators 
and engines for maintenance and a 30-
inch high (76 centimeters) stainless steel 
railing by each engine provides a safe bar-
rier and handhold when at sea.

Engine cooling is handled by two wet 
exhaust systems, while two large Multifan 
intake blowers and matching Multifan 
exhaust blowers, each capable of supply-
ing as much as 4,638 cubic feet of air a 
minute, ensure an ample supply of intake 
air for the engines and crew. Additional 
blowers are located in the lazarette.

Walk-in lazarette

The walk-in lazarette aft of the engine 
room houses the air-conditioning system, 
along with electrical and shore power 

components, the Glendinning cable reel 
system, Village Marine Tec watermaker 
and batteries. The lazarette also has a 
large 35-square foot (3.3 square meters) 
walk-in freezer to hold all the fish that the 
owner and crew will be catching. 

Big ship steering system

The Kobelt full power-assisted hydraulic 
steering system is also housed in the 

Built  to go 
anywhere
a guided tour to the machinery and 
systems aboard a nordhavn 75 
expedition Yachfisher

BY jAMES h. KIrBY
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

twin 740-hp MtU diesels get a digital tune-up in the N75Eyf’s spotless engine room.

SItE SEE
To view video clips and download 

other information about the Nordhavn 
75 Expedition Yachtfisher, visit www.

nordhavn.com/75/video_clips/. PH
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Matched Maxwell vwC 4500 hydraulic 
windlasses each handle 400 feet of five-eighths 
ht chain and two stainless steel plow anchors.

lazarette. Used on large vessels and com-
mercial ships where the rudders may ex-
perience high torque loads, the system 
uses two hydraulic cylinders connected 
to the starboard rudderstock in a push-
pull arrangement and a stainless steel tie 
bar that connects the starboard and port 
rudderstocks. The rudderstocks for the 
steering system are substantial four-inch 
diameter (10.2 centimeters) Aqualoy 22 
steel shafts capable of handling the loads 
imposed by the yacht’s 117-ton (106,5 
metric-ton) full-load displacement. 
Helm control is in the pilothouse and 
on the flying bridge.

In addition to providing propulsion, 
the two MTU diesel engines drive Eaton 
hydraulic pumps that supply power for 
the yacht’s stabilizers, 38-horsepower bow 
and stern thrusters, windlasses and high-
pressure anchor wash down system. 

Proven Nordhavn fuel system

The Yachtfisher uses Nordhavn’s reliable 
gravity-feed fuel system. There are four 
fuel tanks totaling 4,410 gallons (16,689 
liters). All tanks feed via a distribution 
manifold system into a centerline alum-
inum 130-gallon (568-liter) “day tank” 
on the forward bulkhead of the engine 
room. This tank is fitted with a drain 
valve for purging water and debris as well 

N75 Eyf
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as a water sensor that activates an alarm and light 
in the pilothouse. The day tank feeds the two 
main engines and the generators. Return lines 
from these consumers are plumbed into the day 
tank, as well. The top of the day tank has an eight-
gallon reservoir (30 liters) with a one-gallon (3.8 
liters) sight gauge graduated in 1/10-gallon in-
crements. Like the sight gauges on the main 
tanks, this provides a quick and reliable means 
of determining actual fuel consumption.

Large water wystem

The Nordhavn’s freshwater system consists of 
one 600-gallon (2271.25 liters) tank and a Village 
Marine Tec watermaker capable of making 2000 
gallons (7,571 liters) per day. Four Jabsco 10.8 
gallon-per-minute (41 liters) electric diaphragm 
bilge pumps are located in the bilges of the various 
watertight compartments. A 160-gallon (605.67 
liter) gray water tank holds discharge from sinks, 
showers, air conditioning system and the Maytag 
“Neptune” stacked washer dryer unit. 

Discharge from the toilets is held in a 200-
gallon (757.08 liters) holding tank.

Versatile, high-capacity electrical  system

As you might expect on a yacht with so many 
appliances and electrical consumers, many 
of which must be operational at all times, the 
Nordhavn EYF has a comprehensive electrical 
system. Power for the ship’s 60-kilowatt, three-
phase 120—208-volt A/C system is supplied by 
two Onan generators (40 and 21.5 kilowatts) and 
a 100-amp shore service. A 35-kVA shore power 
converter allows the yacht to seamlessly plug in 
to any shore power system worldwide or to switch 
between shore power and the generators.

The yacht’s 24-24-volt DC electrical system 
consists of six 8D 12-volt, Lifeline AGM batter-
ies wired in parallel and series for a total of 765 
amp/hours. There is also a 3.5kVa, 120-volt A/C 
inverter system that can supply sufficient emer-
gency power for the helm station and for re-
frigeration during times when the generators 
are offline. A 24-volt charger supplies 70 amps 
for the house battery bank.

In addition, there are two engine-driven, 
100-amp alternators and individual alterna-
tors and starting batteries for each engine and 
generator. 

Control and distribution panels for the  various 
components of the A/C and D/C electrical sys-
tems are located in the engine room, lazarette, 
pilothouse and saloon.                               

BY PEtEr SWANSoN
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

tempered glass—but you won’t be feeling the humidity or 
catching a whiff of the briny ocean. Both are bad for appli-
ances and organic surfaces, including the artwork.

“Most people will want to have the air-conditioning going 
100 percent of the time to keep the humidity out of the boat. 
For the most part, we don’t even put in opening windows,” 
Nordhavn co-founder Jim Leishman says. “On that Nordhavn 
40 when we went around the world, when we got back, we had 
to replace the trash compactor and the headliner full of mold 
because of all the salt air coming in. Pretty much this boat is 

going to have a generator running all its life.”
On the 75 EYF, Nordhavn has made an extra effort to ensure 

that interior spaces are as quiet and private as they are cool. 
As you might expect, machinery spaces are insulated against 
sound. Like other new Nordhavn models, however, every door 
closes on a rubber gasket, and bulkheads are cored. “That’s 
a big deal because for years our bulkheads were single skin,” 
Leishman says. “But when you get down into the staterooms 
it makes a big difference and reduces noise levels throughout 
the boat.”          >>

                Runsilent
                run   cool

the expedition Yachtfisher’s 
interior is a world apart
 

In contrast to the outside spaces  on the Nordhavn 
75 Expedition Yachtfisher, which strive to maximize human 
interaction with the natural world, the interior of the boat sus-
tains its own environment of climate controlled sophistication 
and gentility. These are cool and quiet spaces, where people 
can join together for meals and conversation or retreat to rest 
alone, read or catch a little TV away from the gang.

Obviously, being inside the Nordhavn Yachtfisher doesn’t 
prevent you from enjoying the view through her big port-
lights—windows of five-eighths inch (1.6 centimeters) 
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your skin may feel the 
chill of the climate 

control system, but 
your eyes will tell you 
differently, beholding 

the warmth of 
varnished cherry in the 

master stateroom. 

N75 Eyf
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Owners of Hull #1 were obviously re-
luctant to entirely disassociate the 75 
EYF’s outdoor mission from its luxuri-
ously appointed interior. They found 
benign ways to bring nature indoors 
such as carpeting the main saloon with 
a woven version of a Guy Harvey paint-
ing of dorado, a fish that is both beauti-
ful and delicious. Similarly, swimming 
sea turtles are woven into the fabric that 
carpets the master stateroom. 

The owners, who cruise and fish with 
two young children, also accessorized 
the vibrant greens and yellows of the 
dorado to upholster their settees and 
bar stools, and hung paintings domin-
ated by those same hues. They hung a 
copper sculpture of a great barracuda, 
and tropical fish swim with turtles in 
the mosaic-tiled bathroom floors. The 
saloon’s cherry tabletop was inlaid in a 
starburst pattern in yet another evoca-
tion of the natural world.

Greens and yellows seemed positively 
luminous against this Nordhavn’s cherry 
joinery. Paneling was the color of honey 
with tiger-stripe highlights. For con-
trast, Nordhavn factory finish workers 
trimmed out this light cherry with darker 
stained wood, features such as fiddle 
moldings and the trim around paneled 
areas and inset cabinet doors. 

Those comforted by warm tones 
reminiscent of an English gentleman’s 
study need look no further. For those 
who prefer a different look, forgive the 
mixed metaphor, but nothing about the 
75 EYF’s woodwork is set in stone. For 
that matter, the choice and arrangement 

of furniture for many of the spaces, in-
cluding the main saloon and the master 
stateroom, are open for discussion.

Interior design to customer taste

Once Nordhavn began building boats 
greater than 70 feet LOA, PAE’s princi-
pals quickly realized they had entered a 
part of the market with a more sophis-
ticated range of taste and a willingness 
to employ design professionals to give 
voice to their preferences. “We start with 
a clean sheet of paper and can do what-
ever a customer wishes to do,” Leishman 
says, referring to the size, shape and lo-
cation of features such as settees and 

entertainment centers. 
“We have the capability of doing a ma-

hogany interior, of using any wood the 
customer wants. We’ve done it on the 
86, mahogany with the interior panel a 
crotch kind of wood that has all kinds of 
wild burls,” he says. “Everybody wants to 
have a different style. We’ve done boats 
that make great contrasts. We did one 76 
that was really traditional with varnished 
Herreshoff panels, a big heavy beamed 
ceiling, ornate brass fixtures—super 
traditional. And then another boat, a 
sister ship, had a wenge wood interior, 
which is a black wood and real grainy—
radical contemporary.” (Related pictor-
ial report starts on Page 118.)

Tile and especially the granite counter-
tops in the galley add beauty and sophis-
tication without penalty for the weight. 
Unlike fast-running sportfish designs, the 
75 EYF is built on a full-displacement hull 
that is ballasted. It also means that the 
owners can bring aboard a ton of provi-
sions into the boat’s pantry and walk-in 
locker, and, yes, that includes a wine cellar. 
It means shelves can be lined with a verit-
able library of books. It means appliances 

like the big Sub-Zero refrigerator.
The main saloon on Hull #1 seats 10 or 

more people on two settees, a wraparound 
with a dinner table and an L-shape with 
a coffee table. Three more can sit at the 
bar. Almost all of them have a view of the 
flat screen TV that lifts from a shelf on 
the port side. A day head is situated at the 
entry from the California deck.

Stay connected in the bright galley

The wrap-around galley shares the bar, 
and connects the cook socially with go-
ings-on in the saloon, which suggests that 
on Hull #1 the owners themselves will 
be preparing meals, not hired crew. For-
ward facing windows provide a view of the 
foredeck and natural light. Speaking of 
light, all lighting aboard the 75 is 120-volt 
AC except for the 24-volt courtesy lights, 
which run from the battery bank.

The master stateroom and en suite 
head are down one level and forward of 
the saloon. On Hull #1 the sizable pas-
sage from stairs to bedchamber is suf-
ficiently large to constitute an office/
sitting room and provides access to the 
bathroom; the head of the bed is against 

the forward bulkhead. Leishman says 
Hull #2 turns this arrangement around, 
with the head forward and the head of 
the bed against the stateroom’s aft bulk-
head, eliminating the sitting room.

One more level down, and occupy-
ing the space beneath the saloon and 
galley are three more staterooms with 
en suite heads, one with twin berths, one 
with a single and one with a double. The 
latter also has a stow-away pipe-berth. 
The “wine cellar” on Hull #1 is accessed 
through a floor hatch, but henceforth 
there will be walk-in access from the 
lower stateroom area. Including the 
bunk beds in the watch cabin behind the 
pilothouse, the Yachtfisher has berths to 
sleep 10. On Hull #1 the watch cabin, 
with its own wet head, was home to the 
boat’s captain and engineer.

Whether on an expedition to the 
far side of the Pacific or a weekend on 
Block Island, whether it’s the wife and 
kids or a collection of fishing buddies, 
the  accommodations of the Nordhavn 75 
offer a sanctuary of comfort and fellow-
ship to cap off their vigorous day in the sun  
and spray.                                                   >>

with ample wrap-around 
counter space, the galley 

meets the design requirement 
that it be sufficient to feed 

ten or more. Below at left, this 
study off the master stateroom 

ensures a quiet space to catch 
up on business or discuss 

plans for the day. at right, this 
second stateroom is luxurious 

and comfortable without 
sacrificing its traditional 

“shippy” look.

a more social space would be 
difficult to imagine. Note how 

the galley is open to the saloon, 
allowing interaction between 

cook and guests. Note, too, the 
dramatic starburst patterns on 

the table surfaces.
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coLor 
Hull Gray Stone. Deck and deck house Snow 
White. Boot top Flag Blue. Non-skid Arocoat 
gelcoat to match Awlgrip Gray Stone. Engine 
room and lazarette Arocoat gelcoat to match 
Soundown white mesh engine room 
paneling. All other bilges light gray gelcoat.

corINg 
Cabin side (vertical surfaces) klegecell # 
R80 varying degrees of thickness Cabin top 
and deck (horizontal surfaces) Baltec or 
equivalent vertical end grain balsa, 1 in (2.5 
cm) thick. Hull and superstructure to have 
Coremat 2 mm anti print thru material in first 
series of lamination before roving is applied.

othEr 
Between deck and hull flange: 3M 5200 
Inside of joint: Mechanical fastening: 1/2” 
(1.27 cm) thru-bolt on 6” (15.2 cm) centers. 
Teak cap across stern and side deck forward 
to station 8. Ten full length each port and 
starboard (total of 20), engine beds and 
floor stringers.

fuel
tANKS 

Four main tanks totaling 4,410 gallons 
(16,694 liters) with one centerline aluminum 
“day tank” at 130 gallons (492 liters) which 
gravity feeds from main tanks in engine 
room. Two forward tanks transfer to main 
engine room tanks thru the fuel transfer 
system. FRP construction from male molds 
using vinylester resin. Compliance with all 
ABYC codes for diesel fuel tanks. Tanks 
coated with fire retardant gelcoat on outside 
to comply with ABYC section H -33.20 for 
fire resistance. Inspection plates allow 
interior access by average size man. Plates 
fitted with labels that contain all information 
as stated in ABYC section H -33.16.3. Each 
internal baffle has a removable panel to 
allow access to entire interior of all fuel 
tanks.

SYStEM 
Fuel system includes a powder coated 
aluminum supply reservoir, which feeds by 
gravity from two engine room fuel tanks. 
Reservoir approximately 130 gallons (492 
liters) fitted with a drain valve at the bottom 
of the reservoir for water and debris purging 
and with a water sensor illuminating a light 
and audible alarm in wheelhouse if 

excessive water is present. Reservoir fitted 
with five draw spigots for two main engines, 
two generators and spares, mounted at 
lower level of reservoir but above water 
sensing probe. All returns from mains and 
generators plumbed into reservoir via a 
return manifold. Sight gauge at front of tank 
shows fuel level in port and starboard main 
fuel tanks, one at a time. Single sight gauge 
provided for checking fuel level of two 
engine room tanks and used for checking 
fuel consumption. Two forward fuel tanks 
use a Wema fuel gauges. Transfer manifold 
and 24 volt DC Oberdorfer gear pump 3.86 
gallons (14.61 liters) per minute fuel pump 
with timer switch and Racor 1000 fuel filter 
with 10 micron element which can transfer 
fuel from one tank to another and scrub fuel 
while transferring. 

tankage
fuEL 4,540 gal/17,185.8 l

WAtEr 600 gal/2,271.2 l

hoLDINg tANK 240 gal/908.5 l

grAY WAtEr tANK 240 gal/908.5 l

accommodations
NuMBEr of StAtErooMS 4 standard

NuMBEr of BErthS 8 standard

SALooN Seating for 8 

DINEttE Seating for 8

Galley
rEfrIgErAtIoN 

Sub-Zero refrigerator/freezer, teak panels. 

cooKINg 
GE Profile Stainless steel drop in electric 
range with custom stainless steel sea rails 
and pot holders. GE Advantium microwave 
oven with exhaust blower. Stove alcove to 
be lined with fire retardant material.

othEr 
Counter top granite with bull nosed edges. 
Interior lockers and drawers to be locking 
Timage with chrome push button. Interior 
door lock sets to be Mobella “Mc Coy” 
chrome finish. GE Profile stainless steel trash 
compactor. Garbage disposal Insinkerator.

price
    $4.5 million approximate as of August 

2009. Because of the semi-custom nature of 
Nordhavn, contact PAE for pricing details.

Site see
    www.nordhavn.com/75/

General dimensions
LENgth ovErALL (LoA) 74 ft 5 in/22.68

LENgth WAtErLINE (LWL) 66 ft  8 in/20.32 m

BEAM 22 ft 4in/ 6.81 m

DrAft  6 ft 11 in/2.11 m

DISPLAcEMENt 260,000 lb/117.93
 metric tons

BALLASt 20,000 lb/9,072 kg 

Machinery
tWIN MAIN ENgINES 

Detroit Series 60 with commercial 
intermittent maximum duty rating of 740 
bhp/552 kW @ 2,300 rpm, wet exhaust and 
24 volt starting. 

trANSMISSIoN  
Twin Disc MG 5114M, with 3.43:1 reduction

ALtErNAtorS 
100 amp 24 volts DC belt driven 

ENgINE coNtroLS 
DDC Electronic controls with brushed 
stainless steel finish five (5) stations: wheel 
house, flying bridge and upper aft deck 
coaming to starboard, Portuguese bridge to 
starboard and engine room.

ProPELLErS 
Hung Shen 42 in x 37.5 in (106.7 cm x 101.6 
cm) 5-blade counter rotating propellers. 
Shafts A22 4 in (10.2 cm) diameter Spurs line 
cutters. FRP stern tube.

fuEL fILtErS  
Two Racor 75-900MAX duplex with 30 
micron filter elements in addition to 
secondary engine mounted filter.

WEt ExhAuSt SYStEM  
Marine exhaust from water lift muffler to 
exhaust tube. Dry exhaust to overhead and 
down to water lift muffler with water injected 
elbow.

ELEctrIcAL 
#1 Generator Onan 40 kW 133/230 volt AC 
3-phase 60 Hz. #2 Generator Onan 21.5 kW 
133/230 volt AC 3-phase 60 Hz. Main start 
panel located in pilot house and start-stop 
panel in engine room.

ABt SYStEM 
TRAC digital stabilizer system with 16 sq. ft. 
(1.49 sq. m) fins and dual station control.  
Stainless steel kelp cutters forward of fins 
tied to bonding system. kelp cutters 3/8” 
thick x 8” tall (9.5 mm x 20.32 cm).

PuMPS 
Hydraulically powered anchor wash pump 
180 gallons (681.37 liters) per minute. Hydraul-
ically powered 180 gallons (681.37 liters) per 
minute emergency bilge pump with manifold 
system and plumbing to all bilge sump areas.

WAtErMAKEr 
2,000 gallons (7,571 liters) per day Village 
Marine with UV sterilizer, media filter and 
remote panel.

Construction
MAtErIAL 

Isophthalic gelcoat and vinylester resin for 
the first three (3) layers below the water line.

NoRdhavN 75Eyf
SpECIfICatIoNS

  

DESIgNEr Jeff Leishman 

BuILDEr Pacific Asian Enterprises
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By the end of a chilly three-week 
cruise in June, Audrey’s Dream had suc-
cessfully completed an important 
mission. Hull #1 of the Nordhavn 75 Ex-
pedition Yachtfisher had helped make 
memories that will likely shape the lives 
of her owner’s children. Unlike the many 
empty nesters in trawlers, the Nowaczeks 
are a young family whose cruising style 
takes into account five-year-old Alek-
sander and 2½-year-old Amber.

Soon after Audrey’s Dream was commis-
sioned in Southern California, Andrew 
Nowaczek, his hired captain and engin-
eer delivered the vessel to Victoria, Brit-
ish Columbia, to stage the first Nowaczek 
family voyage. With Audrey and the kids 
aboard, Audrey’s Dream left Victoria in early 
June bound for Ketchikan on the Alaska 
Panhandle, where they were joined by 
Andrew’s brother and his family. 

Now imagine being Aleksander, an im-
pressionable boy. He is traveling through 
wild Alaska on Mom and Dad’s big ship, 
surrounded by all the most important 
people in his life. From Ketchikan, 

Aleksander experiences the entire 500-
mile (805 kilometers), island-strewn pas-
sage to the head of Glacier Bay, a place 
where the Ice Age still clings to life. 
Along the way, he gets to see and do all 
those things we associate with a voyage 
through Alaska’s nutrient-rich waters.

“With my wife and kids and my broth-
er’s family, there were 10 people on the 
boat,” Andrew Nowaczek says. “We took 
it all the way up to Glacier Bay, and we 
spent a day on the glacier. We took the 
dinghy to the glacier and took pictures. 
We took the helicopter tour of the gla-
cier. We did dogsled rides on top of the 
glacier. There were so many beautiful 
places. We did a lot of fishing and caught 
a lot of crabs. It was amazing. What a 
special, special place!”

All this was happening at a time when a 
boy is beginning to think for himself and 
asking all those kid questions about the 
world. “My son caught his first salmon. 
He caught his first halibut, a fish his 
size, as big as him. We had been fish-
ing very hard. We have pictures of him 

pulling crab cages and catching salmon,” 
Nowaczek says. 

 Anyone that has ever cruised those 
waters says the landscape is stunningly 
beautiful, but for people living in sub-
urban California, the Inside Passage is a 
cornucopia of otherworldly aromas as well. 
The brine of the sea is carried upward in 
the moist air, the spruce trees leaven that 
salty brew with coniferous scent, and the 
process of fishing adds the smell of bait 
and each individual fish landed. In fact, 
Audrey Nowaczek says she was surprised to 
learn that different types of salmon have 
their own unique odors. 

Scientists say that when people first 

Unforgettable
a memory-making cruise to alaska 
aboard hull #1 was ‘boat family therapy’

Continued on Page 151
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audrey’s dream nuzzles 
up to the ice pack at 

Glacier Bay, while the 
Nowaczek boys show off a 

halibut as big as they are. 



46       CIRCUMNAVIGATOR  I  2010 www.circumnavigatormag.com 2010  I  CIRCUMNAVIGATOR       47www.nordhavn.com

the Nordhavn 56 Motorsailer 
is finally out there. What is it like? 
How well has this most anticipated of 
Nordhavns succeeded in fulfilling its 
mission? Designed to combine the 
range, comfort, stability and ocean-
going capabilities of a Nordhavn 
trawler yacht with the free range-
extending power of the wind, the 
Motorsailer has arrived just at the 
right time—when fuel price and effi-
ciency are increasingly important.

The editors of CirCumnavigator 
had an opportunity to sea trial Hull 
#1 off Newport Beach, California. Later, one of the con-
tributing editors crewed on a six-day passage from Pacific 
Asian Enterprises’ home port in Dana Point, California, to 
Seattle, Washington.

In terms of performance, we were all pleasantly surprised 
how well naval architect and PAE chief designer Jeff Leish-
man has succeeded in blending the best elements of Nord-
havn trawler yachts with the sailing qualities of a modern 
sloop-rigged cruising sailboat. 

It was a gray spring day at Newport Beach when Nordhavn 
motorsailer Hull #1, NordSail One, left the dock for our sea 
trial. We had to rustle up extra life jackets because she was 
one heavily loaded yacht: four CirCumnavigator editors, 

another journalist, the yacht’s cap-
tain and one crew member, two pro-
spective buyers, together with three 
Nordhavn representatives—a total 
of a dozen. By a conservative esti-
mate, that amounts to more than 
2,000 pounds of flesh and bones, 
plus a full load of the owner’s gear 
and spares—she left for Seattle just 
days after our sea trial. 

With a load like that and the light 
Southern California breeze, we 
didn’t expect to see the yacht sail 
well, but we were surprised. In fact, 

it’s not an overstatement to say we were blown away by her 
light-air performance.  

Once we cleared the channel, hoisted her main and rolled 
out the high-footed 100 percent headsail, captain John 
Graham feathered the Hundested propeller and killed the 
engine. NordSail One was now in her element as a sailing yacht. 
As we put her through her paces on the wind she heeled easily 
to 10-to-15 degrees, then stiffened up, tracked smartly, and 
showed nary a hint of lee helm. Easing off to a beam reach, 
with the genoa blocks repositioned and the sails now perfectly 
trimmed, she made good at exactly half the wind speed—
when the wind was 10 knots, she was in the groove at five knots 
through the water; when the wind reached its pinnacle for 

BLoWn 
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the nordhavn 56 motorsailer proves a solid performer 
under sail while staying true to her trawler heritage

Best  oF  Both  WoRLdsN56MS BY thE EDItorS of CirCumnavigator
FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID J. SHULER

Unlike any other 
yacht in appearance 
and performance, the 
Nordhavn 56 motorsailer 
combines the comfort, 
luxury and proven 
dependability of a 
Nordhavn trawler yacht 
with a high-tech sailing 
rig. the result is extended 
range without additional 
complexity.
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the day—a whopping 13 knots—NordSail One was making a 
comfortable 6.5 knots. Hydraulic winches with thoughtfully 
placed controls made sail trim quick and easy.”

The contributing editor who made the 1,100-mile (1,770 
kilometers) transit from Southern California to Washington 
State aboard Hull # 1, thought it remarkable that something 
so much like a trawler on the inside moved through the water 
like his own 41-foot (12.5 meters) sailboat. Whether run-
ning against the wind and waves with just the main raised in 
motorsailer fashion or running downwind with only the jib 
out, the Nordhavn 56MS settled into a reassuring fore-and-
aft motion that was easy on the autopilot and the crew.

The editors were also impressed with just how good-
looking the Nordhavn 56MS turned out to be: people are 
universally taken aback by the yacht’s clean lines, unique 
appearance and imposing presence.

 “Inside and out, she has the unmistakable look and 
feel of an ocean sailing yacht,” wrote one editor. “Yet ap-
proaching from astern it’s hard to ignore her trawler yacht 
heritage: a generous covered aft cockpit with opening stain-
less steel safety rails all around, a big Dutch door into the 
main saloon, a transom that would look at home on any 
Nordhavn, and a swim platform for easy boarding from a 
dinghy or Med mooring. Not to mention plenty of room 
for a substantial dinghy atop the pilothouse.” 

Another area where the Nordhavn 56MS’s functional 
trawler yacht heritage is also evident in her control layout 
and performance under power. Motoring in and out of the 
harbor, NordSail One handled with quiet assurance and an-
swered the helm easily. Sound levels were comfortably low.  
From the Stidd chair at the centerline helm, the owner had 
excellent sightlines in all directions—including the sails.  
To starboard is a generous chart table, and to port stairs 
lead down to the forward accommodation. 

Another advantage the Nordhavn Motorsailer gets from 
its trawler heritage can be seen in the way she treats her 
crew underway. No one need stand a watch outside in in-
clement weather, as is often the case with a sailboat. The 
editor who accompanied NordSail One on her journey to 
Seattle wrote, “The N56’s pilothouse and saloon is not a 
small space but a very quiet one. Somewhere down below 
her Lugger engine ticked away. Distant too was the gurgle 
and slap of a vessel moving through wave and water. Not 
that you could hear a pin drop, but we did notice the hum 
of the autopilot motor doing its work.”

The Nordhavn 56 Motorsailer perhaps is best summed 
up by the editor who wrote, “For an adventurer who seeks 
distant horizons and wants to cross oceans to get there—
with the option to sail as well as motor, I can't think of a 
better yacht.”

Contributing editors Peter Swanson, James H. Kirby and Milt Baker, 
and Georgs Kolesnikovs, the magazine’s editor, were all sailors in an 
earlier life. In fact, two still are—on sailboats with decent diesels.

N56MS Perfect
                   match
                nordhavn’s new 

motorsailer has 
the comfort  

and capability  
of a trawler  

yacht; the 
performance 

and economy  
of a sailboat

 

the Nordhavn 56 Motorsailer 
breaks new ground. Efficiency and long-

range capability are the reasons for motorsail-
ers; however, in the Nordhavn 56, Jeff Leishman, 

Pacific Asian Enterprises’ chief designer, has created 
an entirely new concept—taking the sailing advantages 

of previous motorsailers and successfully combining them 
with the comfort, stability and capabilities of the modern ocean-

going trawler yacht.
Even Captain Robert Beebe recognized the advantages of adding 

a small sailing rig to a long-range trawler yacht when he wrote his 
classic Voyaging Under Power. Traditionally, however, motorsailers 
have either been sailboats with a pilothouse and larger fuel tanks to 
extend their range when motoring, or they have been powerboats 
with a sail assist, like Beebe’s design. In both cases they were a com-
promise, doing neither job as well as their purebred cousins.

 The Nordhavn 56MS is not such a compromise. Rather, it is a 
synergy: Its origin may be in existing concepts; however, it is some-
thing completely new and distinct. 

BY jAMES h. KIrBY 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR
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Sailing craft are nothing new to PAE. 
They built more than 250 of the still 
highly regarded Mason sailboats. In fact, 
you might consider the Nordhavn 56MS 
the missing link between those Masons 
and Nordhavn trawlers. At one time 
PAE even built several of the original 
Nordhavn 46s with a small ketch rig de-
signed to stabilize them and extend their 
range in downwind sailing. Traveling in 
the company of non-sail equipped Nord-
havn 46s, these boats would sail faster 
and burn less fuel. The lesson wasn’t lost 
on PAE people. 

Over the years, Jeff Leishman and 
older brother Jim, co-founder and vice-
president of PAE, did several preliminary 
designs for a true long-range motorsailer, 
however, work on developing an exten-
sive line of ocean-going trawler yachts 
kept their attention focused elsewhere. 
Then they went on the ATW (Around 
the World), taking a standard Nordhavn 
40 on a globe-girdling circumnavigation. 
On that passage, they would often find 

themselves in downswell, downwind con-
ditions, with the trade winds blowing 15 
to 20 knots. “That would have been the 
boat to have for those conditions,” Jeff 
observes. “So we sort of revisited it.”

The current design started as a 50-foot 
(15.2 meters) boat, but the need to opti-
mize performance and interior volume 
ended up pushing it out to 56 feet (17 
meters) LOA (length overall). “It’s big 
and comfortable,” notes Jim Leishman. 
“A lot of people didn’t think that a motor-
sailer was going to have as much inter-
ior volume or feel as big and substantial. 
That boat is a 95,000-pound (43,000 kilo-
grams) boat. As it got built, every time we 
had to make a decision (about the boat) 
we made it in favor of giving it heavier 
scantlings and to build it more robust. 
It’s probably one of the stoutest, strong-
est production boats ever built. And it’s 
just enormously built. It’s the kind of 
boat that would just hold together when 
other boats wouldn’t. It’s also a very pretty 
boat,” Leishman adds. “You know, there 

were people who speculated that it was 
not going to be. It’s exotic looking; it’s 
really beautiful, in my opinion, and most 
people feel that way.”

She can kick up her heels

Now that she has some sea miles, the ques-
tion is: can the pretty girl dance? “Perform-
ance was startling,” says Jim Leishman. 
“The goal was to get a boat that would be 
able to tack and go to windward a little 
bit. It was primarily going to be a boat that 
would sail in trade-wind conditions. You 
know, in 20 knots, aft of your beam. And 
the reality is that the boat sails far better 
than anybody had anticipated.” 

Much of the credit for the Nordhavn 
56’s excellent handling qualities has to 
go to Jeff Leishman’s design. The full-
displacement hull is narrower and tapers 
more than a trawler hull of the same 
length. Its cutaway keel and forefoot 
results in less whetted area than a full-
keel design, adding even more efficiency 
and making it more responsive to rudder 

the Nordhavn 56MS features a 
roomy combination saloon and 

helm station. on a long passage, 
the lower galley, dinette and 

cabins, let the off-watch eat, sleep 
and relax without disturbing the 

watch at the helm.

N56MS
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input, yet it still affords protection for 
the rudder and propeller and tracks well 
in a seaway. With a 16-foot (4.8-meters) 
beam and 17,000 pounds of ballast (7.71 
metric tons), it’s a stiff boat too, so it 
sails comfortably upright. “It’s very well 
balanced,” notes Jim. “Jeff got the sail 
plan and the rudder in the exact, right 
position. It’s a big, lofty, efficient rig.” 
The hull’s large internal volume means 
it can carry the big fuel and water tanks 
necessary for ocean-crossing range. And 
there’s also lots of room for all the com-
fort and convenience features common 
to a powered yacht, such as air condition-
ing, heating, and refrigeration.

One special performance feature that 
Jeff Leishman specified for the Nordhavn 
Motorsailer is a Hundested four-bladed, 
36-inch (91.4 centimeters), controllable-
pitch propeller. The Hundested gives 
the skipper the ability to precisely dial-
in the optimum pitch for a given engine 
RPM/speed combination, thereby ensur-
ing maximum efficiency. When cruising, 
the engine can be set in the RPM range 
that results in its most efficient power set-
ting, and then the propeller pitch can 
be set to provide optimum load at that 
RPM, thereby extending range. Or, when 
the yacht is maneuvering at low speeds, a 
large amount of pitch can be dialed in, to 
ensure that any throttle input is immedi-
ately translated into thrust. Conversely, if 
the boat needs to operate at a very slow 
speed, for example in a marina, the pitch 
can be dialed out of the prop and the 
engine left in a safe operating range, 
where it’s providing plenty of hydraulic 
power for accessories. And, if sailing 
conditions are right, the engine can be 
completely shut down and the propeller 
feathered, thereby eliminating drag. 

Push-button sailing

The Nordhavn 56’s sloop rig features a 
654-square-foot (60.7 square meters), 
full batten mainsail with a Leisure Furl 
in-boom hydraulic furling system that 
operates at the touch of a button. The 
563-square-foot (52.3 square meters) 
100-percent Genoa headsail uses a 
Harken hydraulic Model No. 3 furling 
system, and the boom vang is a Navtec 

hydraulic unit. The mainsail and headsail 
furlers and boom vang are operated with 
the controls in the sailing cockpit. The 73-
foot (22.2 meters) mast and the boom are 
furnished by Forespar, and the winches, 
blocks and assorted sailing gear are sup-
plied by Lewmar. The hydraulic control 
for the various winches and furling gear is 
a Lewmar Commander 400 system.

As well as providing the benefits of free 
power, the Nordhavn Motorsailer’s sail-
ing rig also gives its skipper peace of mind 
in knowing he can always get somewhere 
without needing the added complexity of 
a wing engine. Nor does the 56MS need 
paravanes or stabilizers for roll damping; 
the sails, spars and rigging serve as the 
roll damping system. On conventional 
trawlers, paravanes and stabilizers can 
create anywhere from a half a knot to one 
knot’s worth of drag. This drag must be 
overcome with added horsepower and its 
attendant higher fuel consumption. So, 
where the same size pure trawler might 
cruise at seven knots, the Nordhavn 

56MS can travel at perhaps eight knots 
on the same amount of fuel. Add a knot 
or two from the sail assist and the Nord-
havn 56MS might be doing around nine 
or even 10 knots instead of seven. Cheap 
speed is always an asset.

Range is the other big asset that the 
sailing rig offers. If there is an ocean 
to cross, or the Nordhavn 56MS is in a 
remote corner of the world where fuel is 
scarce or expensive, its skipper can throt-
tle back the engine and take advantage of 
the added free mileage provided by the 
wind. “With the sail assist and everything 
going the way you wanted it to go—the 
engine throttled back and a speed of 
seven or eight knots—I would say it would 
easily have a 7,000-mile (11,265 kilom-
eters) range,” says Jim Leishman.

Sailing cockpit and deck layout

The Nordhavn 56MS’s center sailing 
cockpit is a great place to sail in fair 
weather. Its location, forward of the 
saloon/wheelhouse, gives it something 

guest cabin and engine room when the 
boat is buttoned up. A Lewmar Ocean 
series hatch vents the guest cabin. Two 
more opening Lewmar hatches over the 
forward head provide additional light 
and ventilation.

Engine room and machinery

Located below deck and amidships, the 
Nordhavn 56’s engine room is reached 
through its PCM weather-tight, sound-
insulated aluminum door. The door also 
has a viewing port and is dressed with teak 
overlay on the passageway side. Engine 
room dimensions are 5 feet 6 inches 
(167 centimeters) at its widest point, by 
six feet long (1.8 meters). With 6 feet 4 
inches (193 centimeters) of headroom, 
there’s no need for the average person 
to stoop over when performing routine 
checks or working on machinery. Both 
110-volt fluorescent and 24-volt incan-
descent lighting are provided. The walls 
are white-painted, perforated aluminum 
sheeting, insulated with a combination 

N56MS

most sailors don’t have—an unrestricted 
view forward, with no cabin top in the 
way. Set securely within 26-inch-wide 
(66 centimeters) coamings, the cockpit 
features an Edson Classic series pedestal 
with a 36-inch (91 centimeters) destroyer 
wheel, along with controls for the engine, 
transmission and bow thruster, and a 
panel for instruments. Seats 20 inches 
(51 centimeters) wide by 7 feet 8 inches 
long (233 centimeters) provide plenty of 
room for lounging, and the raised lead-
ing edge of the cockpit forms a deflector 
to help divert green water running over 
the foredeck away from the cockpit. The 
cockpit sole has a teak grate.

The Nordhavn 56MS also has the 
safety that powerboats have: The 33-inch-
high (83 centimeters) coaming, just out-
side the wheelhouse doors, serves as a 
Portuguese bridge and 17-inch-wide 
(43 centimeters) side decks lead all the 
way to the bow. Thirty-three-inch high 
stainless stanchions provide added secur-
ity when going forward and the raised 

foredeck ahead of the cockpit has a dia-
mond-pattern non-skid finish. 

The bow area sits lower than the fore-
deck so that boarding water can drain 
along the side deck. A hatch permits 
access to the 250-cubic-foot (seven cubic 
meters) sail locker, with shelves for line 
storage. The stainless steel double bow 
roller will accommodate a 105-pound (47 
kilograms) plow-type anchor on chain 
rode on its starboard roller, and a second, 
light anchor, or mooring lines, on the 
port side. A stainless steel stem guard at 
waterline protects the bow. Four hundred 
feet (122 meters) of three-eighths inch 
(9.5 millimeters) chain rode is provided. 
A sturdy Maxwell 24-volt VWC 3500 wind-
lass and chain stopper sits on a raised 
center portion of the anchoring platform, 
with recessed drains for mud and gunk 
on either side.  Fresh-water wash-downs 
fore and aft and a raw water anchor wash-
down system are standard.

Two large dorade vents, with stainless 
steel guards, provide ventilation for the 

Close hauled under full mainsail and  
100 percent genoa, the diesel throttled 

back and the variable-pitch prop dialed in, 
the Nordhavn 56MS effortlessly breezes 

along. Roomy center sailing cockpit is 
comfortable and well protected. when 

the weather turns bad, there’s the 
comfort of the saloon and helm station.
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Where joinery covers any machinery, hoses, or wire runs 
that could possibly require service, that joinery is hinged 
or readily removable for quick, comfortable access. 
because there’s so little sound or vibra-
tion when under way that these enhance-
ments will serve more to suppress racket 
from humans than from machinery.

The secret to the Nordhavn 55’s low 
noise levels is yet again PAE’s precise 
attention to detail. The engine room 
is extremely well insulated with sound-
deadening materials, as is the dry exhaust 
stack which is also carefully isolated from 
contact with any part of the yacht by its 
PAE-designed sound-dampening hang-
ers. Even on the flying bridge the exhaust 
is a burble rather than a blare. The elec-
tronically-controlled John Deere main 
engine sits on flexible mounts that are 
properly adjusted, while a damper elimi-

nates any vibration between transmission 
and drive shaft. The slow-turning four-
bladed 42-inch propeller is sized and 
pitched to the cruising requirements of 
the yacht, and there is sufficient tip clear-
ance to eliminate cavitation. As well as 
delivering smooth and quiet perform-
ance, this running gear also delivers 
really efficient propulsion. Preliminary 
fuel consumption tests were performed 
during our cruise. The sidebar provides 
details for a range of speeds, but at an 
efficient seven knots she burned only 3.5 
gallons per hour. 

Aloft, the view from the huge flying 
bridge is truly impressive, and provides 
a great driving position in fair weather. 

The angle of sight over the bow is one of 
the best we’ve seen. There is comfortable 
room for three helm chairs side by side in 
front of a table and settee with seating for 
another five or six, and still space to spare. 
Excellent stowage under the bridge cowl, 
too.  Heamon says, “I love the flybridge. 
Spacious and well designed, it’s one of the 
best areas of the yacht.” Indeed, whenever 
we wanted to talk to him, whether on the 
sea trial or at the dock, he was generally 
to be found “upstairs” contemplating his 
realm and the world around him. The aft 
cockpit is also inviting, large enough for 
fishing or lounging, supplemented by a 
very generous swim platform extending 
from the hull.

Dave Harlow indicated that front-end 
effort was put into sweating the small 
details to ensure all predictable needs 
would be met. On the other hand, “con-
struction is typical Nordhavn – bullet-
proof, big, beefy, and thick.” Jeff Leish-
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of fireproof foil and two-inch thick (five 
centimeters) leaded foam, which forms 
a very effective sound barrier. A 110-
volt Dayton engine-room blower and a 
dorade supply ventilation.  

At the center of the engine room is 
the yacht’s prime mover, a 165-horse-
power, six-cylinder Lugger L1066T diesel 
engine. The engine drives a 36-inch (91 
centimeters) Hundested propeller via a 
Twin Disc transmission with a 3:00 to 1 
reduction ratio and an ample 2.95-inch 
diameter (7.94 centimeters) stainless 
steel prop shaft. There is ample access 
to the engine on all sides, and like other 
sailboats, a wet exhaust system is used. 

Electrical

Electricity to power various systems 
on the boat, and to charge its four 8D 
Lifeline house batteries, is supplied 
by an engine-driven, 24-volt, 175-amp 
Leece-Neville alternator. A separate en-
gine-driven, 24-volt, 40-amp alternator 

charges two 4D Lifeline engine-starting 
batteries. The Nordhavn 56MS is a 24-
volt boat, but 110-volt outlets and fix-
tures are located throughout the yacht. 
An Outback VFX3524, 24-volt 3,500-watt 
pure sine wave inverter/charger, with a 
remote panel and separate bypass switch, 
is also supplied. Additional electrical de-
mands from air conditioning, refriger-
ation and the Bosch washer/dryer are 
met by the 12-kilowatt Northern Lights 
generator in the lazarette.

Shore power comes aboard via a 
50-amp and a 30-amp receptacle and 

feeds Olsun isolation and balancing 
transformers. The combination AC, 
24/12-volt DC electrical panel is custom-
made to PAE specifications. All wiring 
and installation is done to ABYC stan-
dards, and GFI receptacles are located 
in the galley and heads.

Fuel and plumbing

The fuel system is the proven Nord-
havn gravity feed system utilizing three 
250-gallon (946 liters) fiberglass main 
tanks, supplying one 12-gallon (45 liters) 
aluminum supply tank on the yacht’s 

centerline. The supply tank has a sight 
tube with a one-gallon (3.7 liters) range, 
marked in tenths of a gallon, for check-
ing fuel consumption. A drain at the 
bottom of the supply tank allows water 
to be purged from the system, and there 
is a sensor that illuminates a light in the 
wheelhouse when it detects water.

The main tanks are air-pressure tested 
to four pounds-per-square-inch (0.28 
kilograms per square centimeter) to 
ensure there are no leaks, and have in-
spection plates that allow an average-size 
man access to their interior. They also 
incorporate internal baffles with remov-
able panels. This combination of inspec-
tion plates and removable baffle panels 
ensures complete access for cleaning and 
inspection. Simple, reliable sight gauges 
are fitted on all three tanks. As an added 
precaution against leaks, all fuel lines 
are made of braided Aeroquip brand 
aircraft-type hose, with swaged fittings.

A fuel transfer manifold and Walbro 
fuel pump, with a timer, permit fuel to 
be drawn from, or returned to, any tank, 

including the supply tank, and along 
with the Racor 900MA fuel filter, facili-
tate fuel polishing while transferring.

Three baffled fiberglass water tanks, 
with inspection plates, are located around 
the yacht, and hold a total of 250 gallons 
(946 liters) of fresh water. Like the fuel 
tanks, each tank is pressure tested and 
has level metering analog gauges. 

When they began this project, the de-
signers of the Nordhavn 56 Motorsailer 
set themselves goals for performance, 
seaworthiness, comfort and efficiency. 
They’ve met those goals and, in some 
respects, they have surpassed them, for 
example, in performance and esthetics. 
What PAE has done is to redefine an old 
concept by inventing a new type of boat—
the heavy displacement motorsailer. 

In doing so, however, they have cre-
ated an entirely new market segment. 
The Nordhavn 56MS gives its owners all 
the comfort, security and ocean-crossing 
capabilities for which Nordhavn trawler 
yachts are famous. Yet it does so with 
greater simplicity and efficiency, and all 

without sacrificing performance. That’s 
not only a highly desirable goal, it is quite 
possibly the new paradigm. 

If so, PAE is poised to exploit its 
success. 

“As far as inquiries from our website, 
(the Motorsailer) has gotten more than 
anything else,” notes Jeff Leishman. A 
lot from Europe he adds, where fuel 
prices have traditionally been higher. 
“I think it’s a big market,” says brother 
Jim. “I mean, no one wanted to talk to 
us about the Nordhavn 46 when we first 
introduced it. They didn’t understand 
it. Then people started realizing how 
logical it is. And I think the same thing’s 
going to apply to this.” 

PAE already has eight boats delivered, 
in production or ordered by customers, 
and there are discussions about possibly 
building even bigger, more luxurious ver-
sions (See sidebar). It remains to be seen 
whether, like the original Nordhavn 46, it 
is the first of an extensive line of boats of 
its type. Certainly, the Nordhavn 56MS is 
a great success.                                        > >

N56MS

It’s a true Nordhavn engine room: well organized, ample headroom, easy access to machinery.
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from a floating dock, the easiest path aboard the Nord-
havn 56 Motorsailer is to walk onto the swim platform and take 
two steps up into the aft cockpit. If this were all you saw of the 
boat, you might think you were aboard a trawler. In fact, four of 
the five interior spaces aboard this boat are barely distinguish-
able from those on comparable Nordhavn trawlers.

The cockpit of the Nordhavn 56MS is like a “back porch,” 
a social space measuring about 8 feet by 11 feet (2.4 meters 
by 3.3 meters) and able to seat six people—some in folding 
chairs and others on built-in bulwark bench seats of varnished 
teak. The soirée would be enjoyed in the shade under the over-
hanging boat deck and supplied from a dorm-size refrigerator 
in a fiberglass locker, which also mounts a grill. On passage, 
chairs and other non-essential paraphernalia can be stowed 
in the voluminous lazarette, accessed through a watertight 
hatch in the cockpit sole.

An oversized door provides entry into the saloon. Saloon 
doors are Pacific Coast Marine doubled-dogged Dutch doors, 
including this one. The saloon window overlooking the 
 cockpit also opens and works with opening ports forward to 
facilitate cross ventilation during those occasions when the 
weather is mild and dry.

Moving inside from the cockpit takes you into a world of 
butterscotch teak paneling and furniture, teak and spruce 
flooring and a matte black dash for the ship’s instruments 
that minimizes reflective glare from the windshield. The wrap-
around windshield and big side ports provide 360-degree views 
of the outdoors. You reach the sailing cockpit and foredeck 
through the Dutch doors to port and starboard.

Being a sailing vessel, the Nordhavn 56 is proportionately 
narrower than the rest of the Nordhavn line. If you didn’t 
know any better, however, you might think it was the saloon 

N56MS

her body has the 
muscle and function 
of a passagemaking 
motorsailer, but 
inside is everything 
you’d expect in a 
luxury trawler yacht
 

heart
        of atrawler

of a pilothouse trawler, not a sailboat. Nordhavn achieves this 
sleight of hand by sacrificing sidewalks and using the full beam 
of the vessel for interior space.

To starboard is a wraparound dinette, to port are two barrel 
chairs and an entertainment center, although buyers can 
choose a fixed-settee instead of the chairs. On Hull #1, the 
upholstery was beige, described by its manufacturer as “pa-
pyrus.” A Stidd helm chair, mounted slightly to port of the 
centerline, adjusts to face aft, bringing to seven the number 
of people that can be accommodated while socializing.

The cabinet behind the barrel chairs supports a hidden 
30-inch flat-screen television that rises from the shelf on a 
lift assembly operated by remote control. Music on Hull #1 
would be provided by an iPod, through a cradle built into 
the teak paneling.

The overhead is comprised of panels upholstered in Majilite, 

a fabric resembling Ultrasuede. Secured in place with indus-
trial Velcro, they can be removed to access the backings of 
deck hardware and wiring—a practice for which the owner 
will someday be grateful.

Woodwork, like that of all newer Nordhavns, is to a higher 
standard than previously thought necessary on a cruising boat, 
evidenced by a heightened attention to detail. Cabinets and 
drawers are all inset, and the light teak motif is set off by edging, 
frames and trim in darker wood. Wood surfaces are literally 
of a piece. That is, paneling is aligned with the grain running 
vertically, and cabinet faces are made from the corresponding 
section of the same panel. The effect is that you can follow 
the grain from headliner to cabin sole, right through cabinet 
doors and drawer faces.

Handholds are placed by every door, and on the ceiling 
near the centerline of the pilothouse.        >>

BY PEtEr SWANSoN
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Sailboat? Except for the contemporary 
furniture and gear, this pilothouse-saloon 

evokes the look of a classic motoryacht.
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Emerald Harbor: Nordhavn’s 
Northwest Homeport

Emerald Harbor 
Marine, located at 
Seattle’s Elliott Bay 
Marina, is a trusted 
partner for all 
things Nordhavn.

Visit Our New Elliott Bay Showroom!

Located at Elliott Bay Marina and Canal Boatyard
       206-285-3632           www.emharbor.com

®

Lifeline, a pioneer in AGM technology was originally developed in 1985 for military aircraft. Lifeline series of maintenance 
free deep cycle batteries that has been the leading AGM battery in the Marine and Motor Craft Industry for the past 15 years.

Galley, staterooms and engine room 
are on the second level below. You step 
down again into the aft cabin, which 
lives below the saloon. A passageway 
leads past the engine room to a state-
room close to the bow. Honestly, the 
staterooms on Hull #1 are virtually 
equivalent in terms of their size and ap-
pointments, so either could be desig-
nated the master. Obviously, location 
makes the aft berth more secure and 
comfortable in seaway, and on Hull #1 
it was used as the master.

The aft cabin features a central raised 
queen-size island berth flanked by night-
stand cabinets and bookshelves and with 
drawer storage beneath. Additionally 
there are side-by-side bureaus with shelf 
space. A third larger bookshelf with re-
movable fiddles is built atop a cabinet. 
Additionally there are two hanging lock-
ers of aromatic cedar and a small vanity.

After spending a week on the shake-
down cruise up the West Coast of the U.S., 
I began to take ownership of a Nordhavn 
56 in my imagination. The only customiz-
ation that I would request from Nordhavn 
would be in the aft stateroom, based on 
the assumption that the motorsailer is a 
boat normally to be handled by a couple, 
who might sometimes bring one to three 
other people along with them.

The forward stateroom would stay as 
is, becoming the master. Two overhead 
hatches provide more natural light, and 
a pair of dorade vents provide more fresh 
air. Consequently this cabin is the better 
of the two at anchor, while alongside a 
dock or during calm passages. Mean-
while, in my imagination the aft cabin 
would lose its island bed to become a 
“rack room” with as many berths as could 
sensibly fit, including a pipe berth or 
two. Being near the center of motion, 
this space would become the sleeping 

quarters for the entire crew as they ro-
tated through the watches on offshore 
passages. At rest and in inland waters, 
this would revert to a guest room or kids 
room. Any wall space not occupied by 
the TV would be lined with bookshelves, 
doing double-duty as a ship’s library. 
This report began with the assertion 
that three of four major spaces on the 
Nordhavn 56 are trawler-like. The net 
effect of the Swanson option would alter 
that ratio to 50-50, but for those making 
frequent ocean passages it might make 
sense—and to circumnavigators.

The other space that appears more like 
that of a sailboat is the galley, pragmatic-
ally so. With its long and narrow wrap-
around Corian counter, this is a galley 
that can be used while the boat is heeling 
or in rough seas because it is designed to 
allow the cook or dishwasher to brace as 
they perform their tasks. 

One of the options on the Nordhavn 56 

is to forego the sailing cockpit, which has 
consequences for the interior. Lying dir-
ectly below the cockpit, the engine room 
is forward of amidships, a position that 
enables an efficient, near horizontal run 
for the propeller shaft. Eliminating the 
sailing cockpit means that instead of an 
engine room, access to the engine would 
be through lift panels in the cabin sole, 
thus creating space for a bigger galley and 
more social area. It would be a tough de-
cision. That engine room is awfully nice. 
Not to mention the joys of sailing from an 
outside station in temperate weather.

As mentioned earlier, I spent a week 
aboard the Nordhavn 56 Motorsailer 
during its shakedown cruise from South-
ern California to Anacortes, Washington. 
What was truly remarkable was how quiet 
life was aboard.

A quiet boat is less stressful and more 
restful. A quiet boat adds a day to every 
destination. Typically after long passages, 
days of standing watch under sail, the crew 
crashes after arriving at the next port. The 
crew of a Nordhavn Motorsailer, after days 
of quiet comfort, will likely be ready to 
explore the local scene as soon as the lines 
have been made fast.                                >>

N56MS
Both staterooms feature an 
island, queen-size berth; this one 
happens to be master, which is 
close to amidship. when it came 
to the galley dinette, Nordhavn 
designers ensured that the 
cook would not have to work in 
isolation and that the crew would 
have a vantage from which to 
enjoy the culinary show.

SItE SEE
Check out the video clips and virtual 

tour at www.nordhavn.com/56/.



60       CIRCUMNAVIGATOR  I  2010 www.circumnavigatormag.com 2010  I  CIRCUMNAVIGATOR       61www.nordhavn.com

the bright minds at Pacific 
Asian Enterprises don’t view the new 
Nordhavn 56 Motorsailer as a one-off 
design, but possibly the beginning of 
a new market segment: the first of a 
series of even bigger heavy-displacement 
motorsailers. 

The next boat will probably be 68 feet 
(20.7 meters) in length. 

“We would basically carry forward the 
exact, same concept,” notes Jim Leish-
man, co-founder and vice-president of 
the company. “It would just be a bigger 
boat for people who want a bigger boat.” 
Younger brother Jeff, PAE’s chief de-
signer, adds, “It probably stems from a 
number of people saying, ‘I love that 
boat, do you have anything bigger?’ ”

So what would be the advantages of a 
bigger motorsailer? The answers: greater 
speed and range, and more room. 

Start with speed. With a highly effi-
cient hull similar to the Nordhavn 56 
Motorsailer, and assuming a waterline of 
around 60 feet (18 meters) and a cruis-
ing speed/length ratio of as much as 
1.2, a nine- to 10-knot cruising speed is 
not unrealistic. That translates into 250 
miles a day (400 kilometers), or around 
10 days from the west coast of the United 
States to Hawaii. And under the right 
conditions, its sailing rig could provide a 
significant portion of the power needed 
to make the passage free.

The second reason to make a larger 
motorsailer is the same reason PAE builds 
bigger Nordhavns—people want more 
living room, especially if they plan to 
be at sea for any length of time. For ex-
ample, if they were making a circumnavi-
gation. In addition to more and larger 

such as a couple. But that’s if you’re 
thinking in conventional sailboat terms. 
Like its smaller sibling, the Nordhavn 
56MS, the Nordhavn 68MS’s sailing rig is 
push-button operated. “As far as muscle 
work goes,” observes Jeff Leishman, “not 
much. I think those hydraulics are pretty 
reliable.” And on the bigger Nordhavn 
68MS Jeff would probably break up the 
sail plan into a two-masted ketch rig, 
making the sails even easier to handle 
and adding more flexibility to allow for 
varying wind conditions.

The diesel propulsion and man-
euvering side of the power equation 
would include twin engines. At first 
glance that would seem like a move 
away from the simplicity and efficiency 
of the single engine design of the Nord-
havn 56 Motorsailer, but as Jeff Leish-
man points out, there are good reasons 
for two engines on this type of boat. “I 
would think that the twin engines would 
be nice on that size boat because you 
could use two smaller more efficient en-
gines,” says Jeff. 

“You wouldn’t need to have Hundested 
props at that point, because you could 
just motorsail on one engine. If you had 
a feathering prop, like a Max Prop, there 
would be no drag on the stopped engine. 
You could probably keep a 50-per-cent 
load on one of those engines and get 
all the power you need from it. And 
then when you really wanted to go mo-
toring, fire up both of them. That’s the 
theory. I put a single, big rudder on it. 
We used to do that with the 46. We’d do 
twins on V-struts, with a single rudder. 
It would handle exactly like a twin with 
two rudders.”

So with its advantages of speed, range, 
roominess, efficiency and simplicity of 
operation, will we see a Nordhavn 68 
Motorsailer in the near future? 

“We’re waiting to see how the 56 per-
forms and how it’s perceived,” says Jeff 
Leishman. “If we start getting a good 
number of orders on the 56, that means 
there’s a market there.” Adds brother Jim: 
“Six months or a year from now, when 
we’ve got five or six orders on an existing 
boat, and have a little more experience 
with it, it seems natural that it would be 
a series of boats. The next logical one 
would be bigger—probably in 10-foot 

increments. I could see that boat up in 
the 100-foot (30 meters) range.” 

A 100-foot Nordhavn motorsailing 
trawler yacht would indeed be quite a 
sight, but consider that with increas-
ing energy costs and a new ethic of effi-
ciency and ecology affecting the marine 
industry, the time of the big, modern 
motorsailing yacht may have arrived. If 

so, then like the original Nordhavn 46 
trawler, PAE is in the right place at the 
right time, with the right product. That 
original trawler has spawned an entire 
family of boats stretching from 35 to 120 
feet (12 to 36 meters). 

Why not the same future for the Nord-
havn Motorsailer? 

—By James H. Kirby

accommodations, the Nordhavn 68MS’s 
larger size means there would be more 
room for fuel and water tanks. You would 
end up with a boat that could go long 
distances and stay somewhere a long 
time. “If you were to go off to Tahiti or 
go to Australia, the real serious cruising, 
that would just be a phenomenal boat 

in terms of comfort, capability and se-
curity,” notes Jim Leishman. “The best 
of the traditional Nordhavn trawler—its 
capability, then throw in a good sailing 
sailboat.”

However, sailboats over 50 feet (15 
meters) tend to be a handful to oper-
ate, especially for a short-handed crew, 

N56MS

What’s ahead?
the next generation of nordhavn 
motorsailers will be bigger, faster, 
roomier and with even greater range

the Nordhavn 68 will offer more living space, and go farther and faster.
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the delivery took 36 months, it was painless, and predic-
tions are that Richard and Karen Westin’s “new baby” will sail 
through life—assisted by a 165-horsepower, six-cylinder Lugger 
L1066T diesel engine. The Westins, shown in photo,  are proud 
“parents” of Kindred Spirits, Nordhavn MS56 Hull #4, and were 
the first customers for PAE’s revolutionary motorsailer. 

“We started the order 36 months ago and walked through 
everything from the hull color to the carpeting,” says Karen.

The Westins are small business owners from the Minneap-
olis area, in their late 40s and early 50s, and raising a family, 
but like so many Nordhavn buyers they are looking forward 
to the near future when they will retire to live and cruise 
aboard their yacht. 

“When the boat was delivered to Dana Point, we were just as 
anxious as any new parents to see our ‘new baby,’ ” says Karen. 
“So we came out for a long weekend to check her out and 
make sure she had everything we thought she should have. 
That gave us the time to talk to some interior decorators and 
make it our home.” 

Notes Richard: “The Nordhavn is unique because we’re 
buying a semi-custom boat that isn’t really finished until we 
take delivery. However, I think it went pretty well and we have 
a beautiful boat.” Adds Karen: “I can’t praise the PAE staff and 
the ship yard enough for the quality that they put into it.” 

After about five weeks, commissioning was completed and 
the Westins returned to Dana Point to take possession of the 
newest member of their family. Two days later Richard, along 
with a delivery captain and a paid crewmember, headed north 

on a 1,178-mile (1,896 kilometers) passage to Anacortes, Wash-
ington. Six days and 10 minutes after they set out, they arrived 
at their destination. Although the northbound passage along 
the West Coast is notorious for headwinds and lumpy seas, 
Kindred Spirits’ journey was uneventful. “The Pacific was very 
pacific—glass calm in many places,” reports Richard. 

They motorsailed—the way the yacht is intended to be 
used—and made excellent time, averaging almost 200 miles 
(321 kilometers) a day. Once in Washington, Karen and their 
teenage son joined Richard and the crew for a sailing cruise 
around the beautiful San Juan Islands. “It sails great,” says 
Richard. “It’s what we were looking for in a motorsailer or 
sailboat.” They especially liked the push-button ease and con-
venience of the hydraulically powered sail trimming system.

With family and business commitments still in the Minneap-
olis area, the Westins will engage in a kind of seasonal boating, 
keeping Kindred Spirits in Anacortes and dividing their time 
between both places. This summer they will cruise the San 
Juans and venture as far north as Desolation Sound as they 
get to know the boat better, perhaps heading farther north 
next summer. 

“We think of it as kind of a moving home,” says Richard. 
“When we’re on it we’re doing everything we would do at 
home: dining at the pilothouse table, eating breakfast at the 
kitchen (galley) table, doing laundry. . . only it’s a home that’s 
capable of moving great distances.” A boat for all seasons and 
all places.

—James H. Kirby

N56MS

Boat for allseasons

the first purchasers 
of a nordhavn 
motorsailer have 
long-term plans for 
the newest member 
of their family power supplied by separate battery bank.

PuMPS 
Electric bilge pump Par 24 volt electric 
diaphragm pump with Ultra Junior auto float 
switch 24 volt. Manual Edson bilge pump 
operable from main salon. High water bilge 
pump Rule 3,700 gallons (14,006 Liters) per 
hour, mounted in bilge above normal bilge 
water height.

Construction
MAtErIAL 

Vinylester resin used in first laminations. All 
exterior gelcoat White Ferro Ultrashield on 
superstructure and Arocoat brand on hull 
and non-skid.

coLor 
Hull Arocoat #340 gray. Deck Ferro White 
Ultrashield. Non-skid Arocoat light gray. 
Boot-top Arocoat dark blue.

corINg 
Hull no coring, solid series of alternating 
layers of mat and woven roving. 
Reinforcements where necessary. Cabin 
side (vertical surfaces) foam klegecell R75 
or equivalent cross-linked foam. Cabin top 
and deck (horizontal surfaces) E.G.B. 9-12 
lbs. (3.4 kg-4.5 kg) per sq ft Baltek.

othEr 
Between deck and hull flange: 3M 5200. 
Inside of joint: Two layers of mat and 
woven roving. Mechanical fastening: 1/4” 
(6.35 mm) x 20 stainless steel thru bolt on 
6” (15.2 cm) centers where accessible.  In 
areas that cannot be accessed, self-tapping 
machine screws used hull port and 
starboard, engine beds and floor stringers. 
Topside stringers longitudinal with vertical 
web frames.

fuel
tANKS 

Three main tanks totaling 800 gallons 
(3028.3 liters) with one centerline aluminum 
supply reservoir at 12 gallons (45 liters) 
which will gravity feed from the two main 
wing tanks and one aft tank. FRP 
construction with vinylester resin. 
Inspection plates allow interior access by an 
average size man. Each internal baffle with a 
removable panel allows access to entire 
interior of both fuel tanks.

SYStEM 
An aluminum supply reservoir feeds by 
gravity from three fuel tanks. Top part of 
supply reservoir to holds two gallons (7.6 
Liters), fitted with a sight gauge with a one 

gallon (3.8 liters) range and 10th gallon (.4 
Liter) marks for fuel consumption checks. 
(Supply lines are turned off and fuel is 
consumed from reservoir). Bottom part of 
reservoir to be approximately 10 gallons 
(37.8 liters) fitted with a drain off at the 
bottom of the reservoir for water purging 
and with a water sensor illuminating a light 
in wheelhouse if excessive water is present. 
Reservoir fitted with three draw spigots for 
main, generator, and spare, mounted at 
lower level of reservoir but above water 
sensing probe. All returns from main, and 
generator plumbed into reservoir. Sight 
gauges on all three tanks. A transfer 
manifold and Walbro fuel pump with timer 
switch and Racor 900MA fuel filter which 
can transfer fuel from one tank to another 
and scrub fuel while transferring. Transfer is 
also used to fill top part of supply reservoir 
for consumption testing when main fuel tank 
level drops below the level of the testing 
part of the reservoir. 

tankage
fuEL 800 gal/3028.3 l

WAtEr 250 gal/946.4 l

hoLDINg tANK 75 gal/283.9 l

accommodations
NuMBEr of StAtErooMS 2 standard

NuMBEr of BErthS 4 standard

SALooN Seating for 6 

DINEttE Seating for 6

Galley
rEfrIgErAtIoN 

U-Line Origin black refrigerator. U-Line 
Origin black freezer.

cooKINg 
Force Ten three burner with oven, LPG and 
gimbaled. GE microwave oven  
non-convection.

othEr 
Countertops: Corian with teak fiddles. 
Flooring: Teak and spruce with satin varnish. 
Cabinetry/paneling teak with 60% gloss 
varnish. GE Trash compactor. Locker interior 
finish Formica white. Dinette with fixed teak 
table at aft end of galley.

price
    Because of the semi-custom nature of

 Nordhavn, contact PAE for pricing details.

Site see
    www.nordhavn.com/56/video_clips/

General dimensions
LENgth ovErALL (LoA) 57 ft 5 in/17.5 m

LENgth WAtErLINE (LWL) 52 ft 6 in/16.00 m

BEAM 16 ft 7 in/5.05 m

DrAft  7 ft 0 in/2.13 m

DISPLAcEMENt 95,000 lb/43.09 t

BALLASt Encapsulated lead
 approx. 17,500 lb/7.95 t 

SAIL ArEA  1,217 sq ft/113.1 sq m

Machinery
MAIN ENgINE 

Lugger L1066T 165 hp @ 2,400 rpm 

trANSMISSIoN  
Twin Disc 3.00 to 1.00 gearbox

ALtErNAtorS 
One 24 volt 175 amp Leece Neville large 
case alternator to charge house batteries. 
One 24 volt 40 amp small case alternator to 
charge starting batteries. 

ENgINE coNtroLS 
Morse Twin S in wheelhouse. Edson Classic 
series steering pedestal in cockpit with dual 
lever engine controls and 36” (91 cm) 
stainless steel destroyer wheel and pedestal 
guard.

ProPELLEr 
Hundested 4-blade left hand CPP, 36” (91 cm) 
diameter. Stainless shaft 2.95” (7.5 cm) 
diameter. Vibracon chocks x four. FRP stern 
tube.

fuEL fILtErS  
One Duplex 75-900MAX Racor plus engine 
mounted filter.

WEt ExhAuSt SYStEM  
5 inch (12.7 cm) diameter gas/water 
separated. Trident Series Hi Temp Silicon 
exhaust hose. Soundown Water Drop 
separator system. Dry riser from engine to 
muffler lagged with custom made heat 
insulating blanket.

ELEctrIcAL 
AC Generator 12 kW Northern Lights with 
sound enclosure. Wet exhaust with Gen-Sep 
system. Electrical panel to accommodate AC 
ship’s power.

StEErINg 
kobelt hydraulic dual station. Emergency 
tiller attaches to top of rudder post and 
stows in lazarette. By-pass valve for 
emergency tiller steering. Side Power bow 
thruster 15 hp  24 volt 12” (30.5 cm) tunnel 
with controls in wheelhouse. Thruster 

NoRdhavN 56MS
SpECIfICatIoNS

performance
MAxIMuM SPEED (S/L 1.32) 9.6 knots

coASt cruISINg SPEED (S/L 1.19) 8.6 knots

LoNg-rANgE SPEED (S/L 1.07) 7.8 knots

*flat-water computer projections. Speed is
 impacted by wind, waves and load. 

DESIgNEr Jeff Leishman 

BuILDEr Pacific Asian Enterprises

R
EN

D
ER

IN
G

: S
T

EP
H

EN
 L

. D
A

V
IS



64       CIRCUMNAVIGATOR  I  2010 www.circumnavigatormag.com 2010  I  CIRCUMNAVIGATOR       65www.nordhavn.com

noRdhaVn   68   FoRWaRd   PILothoUseJUSt laUNChEd

It’s big , handsome and seaworthy. 
With plenty of living room, a long list 
of comfort and convenience features 

and the range and size to cross oceans, 
the Nordhavn 64/68 series has proven 
a popular trawler size, bridging the gap 
between the Nordhavn 55 and the larger 
Nordhavn 76. 

Built on the same extended hull as the 
aft pilothouse Nordhavn 68, the new for-
ward pilothouse version retains the same 
interior layout as the Nordhavn 64, but 
adds four feet (1.2 meters) of length to 
the aft cockpit, increasing the outdoor 
living (and playing) space to 191 square 
feet (17.7 square meters). An additional 
benefit—one that’s always appreciated—
is a larger lazarette.

Compared to the Nordhavn 64, the N68 
forward pilothouse enjoys the advantage 
of a slight increase in cruising efficiency 
because of its longer waterline. Compared 
with its aft pilothouse sibling, the forward 
pilothouse version has a slightly larger fuel 
capacity at 3,136 gallons (11,871 liters) 
versus 3,110 gallons (11,772 liters) for the 
aft pilothouse version.

Living on one level

The saloon, galley, cabins and machin-
ery spaces in the Nordhavn 68 forward 
pilothouse are the same size and layout 
as the Nordhavn 64. It’s an arrange-
ment that some people prefer over the 
aft pilothouse version. “In this layout, the 
advantage is you get the owner’s cabin 
closer to the middle of the boat,” points 
out Jeff Leishman, the Nordhavn 68’s 
designer and chief designer for Pacific 
Asian Enterprises. A cabin closer to the 
boat’s geometric center sees less motion 
and is therefore more comfortable at 

sea and at anchor. Also, since the cabin 
is located in a wider part of the boat, 
it’s roomier. The teak or cherry joinery 
used in the master and guest cabins, and 
throughout the yacht, reflects PAE’s high 
standards of workmanship. The head for 

the owner’s cabin features a tile floor, 
granite countertops and a teak vanity.

The other big advantage the Nord-
havn 68 forward pilothouse shares with 
the 64 is that the two guest cabins are on 
the same level as the living spaces—the 
galley and saloon. So, less time is spent 
climbing up and down stairs—climbing 
stairs can be a burden for older guests. 
Having the guest cabins just a few paces 
away from the owner’s cabin is also an 
advantage if a family lives on the boat 
and the cabins are occupied by children. 
The starboard cabin is equipped with 
bunks or twin beds and the port cabin 
has a queen-size bed. The guest head and 
shower are in the bow. Finished in teak, 
with granite countertops and a tile floor, 
it is accessible by doors in each cabin. 

Saloon and galley

The roomy saloon, at 11 feet 3 inches 
by 17 feet (3.4 meters by 5.1 meters), 
retains the same space as the Nordhavn 
64. To maximize living space, the saloon 
extends the full beam of the yacht on the 
port side. An 18-inch-wide (45 centim-
eters) walkway leading from the cockpit 
to the pilothouse and foredeck is on the 

Thinking ahead

BY jAMES h. KIrBY
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

there’s more of a good thing, and then some, with this forward  
pilothouse version of the popular nordhavn 64/68 series 

previous page, Zorro is all sleekness in 
Seattle. top, the spacious pilothouse, 
located amidships, comes in a choice of teak 
or cherry. Space throughout is luxurious 
whether it’s for entertainment or rest.  
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starboard side, however a dual-walkway 
version can be ordered. There are two 
seating areas in the saloon with settees 
and tables, as well as a large lounge chair. 
Varnished teak or cherry wood paneling, 
premium carpeting and upholstery and 
soft overhead lighting make the Nord-
havn 68’s saloon a relaxing place to 
spend time on a passage. The four 26-
inch (66 centimeters) by 42-inch (106 
centimeters), half-inch thick (1.2 centim-
eters) tempered windows afford an out-
standing view of the changing scenery 
outside. Like all good sea boats, hand-
holds are strategically placed throughout 
the living area.

The 21-square-foot (1.9 square 
meters) galley adjacent to the saloon 
is fully equipped with first-rate appli-
ances, including a Sub-Zero side-by-side 
refrigerator/freezer, and GE cook top 
and stainless steel convection wall oven. 
There are two additional GE freezers lo-
cated in the utility room. The bull-nosed 
countertops are granite in the owner’s 
choice of colors.

Seagoing pilothouse

Up a short flight of stairs from the saloon 
and galley is the Nordhavn 68’s pilot-
house. Though not as large as the aft 
pilothouse version, its location amid-
ships, where motion is minimal, is 
another advantage it enjoys. The pilot-
house measures a spacious 14 feet (4.2 
meters) by 18 feet (5.4 meters), with a 
generous 6 feet 9 inches (two meters) of 

a Norcold refrigerator. This will prob-
ably be a nice place to hang out and 
share a sundowner.  

Utility room and laundry

Stairs forward of the galley and saloon 
lead to the utility/laundry room—an-
other feature missing in the aft pilot-
house Nordhavn 68. Countertops, with 
drawers below and cabinets above, sur-
round three sides of the utility room, and 
two GE freezers and Bosch combination 
washer/dryer are located there. There 
is also a day head. The utility room can 
also be ordered as a crew cabin, with two 
bunks (the lower one a double), a teak-
faced closet, drawers and a shower.

Ample room for machinery

The utility room leads to the engine 
room through an insulated, water-
tight door. With 192 square feet (17.8 
square meters) there is ample work-
ing space.  Motive power for the yacht 
comes from a 400-horsepower, MTU 
Series 60 diesel engine turning a 42-
inch (106 centimeters) propeller via 
a 3.5-inch (8.8 centimeters) Aquamet 
shaft and a Twin Disc transmission with 
a 3:43:1 reduction gear. A keel cooler 
and dry exhaust are standard. Steering 
is handled by a Kobelt hydraulic steer-
ing system, while ABT digital stabilizers 
keep everything on an even keel. The 
38-horsepower hydraulic bow and stern 
thrusters make maneuvering in tight 
quarters a snap.

The engine room also houses a Lugger 
L1066 diesel wing engine, with its own 
prop shaft, folding prop, fuel and cool-
ing system, as well as the generator and 
an optional Village Marine Tec water-
maker. Two 250-amp, 24-volt hydraulic-
ally driven alternators supply electricity 
for the yacht’s various systems, and an 
additional 25-kilowatt Northern Lights 
generator supplies power for AC consum-
ers such as the stove, refrigerator, freez-
ers, air conditioning and the washer/
dryer. Shore power comes aboard via 
two 50-amp 240-volt receptacles and a 
30-amp 120-volt receptacle. Two Glend-
inning shore power cord retrieval sys-
tems are also standard. Battery power 
is supplied by twelve 225-amp Lifeline 
8D AGM house batteries. Two 4,000-

watt inverter/chargers handle battery 
charging.  

Although it is considered a production 
boat, PAE will modify the yacht during 
construction to accommodate the buy-
er’s wishes; however, there’s not much 
to add other than personal items, bed-
ding and provisions. The Nordhavn 68 
comes fully equipped—flying bridge, 
wing engine, generator, air conditioning, 

stabilizers, davit, appliances, even the 
plasma TV are standard. Base price is 
about $2.8 million.

With so much to offer, there is no 
doubt the new Nordhavn 68 forward 
pilothouse, like its predecessor the Nord-
havn 64, will be one of the most popu-
lar boats in the Nordhavn fleet. More 
capability, comfort and range can only 
make it better.    IV

headroom. Paneled in varnished teak or 
cherry, it has a settee and table, double 
pilot berth where the off-watch can be 
close at hand during night passages or in 
inclement weather, and numerous cup-
boards, drawers, lockers and bookcases. 
It makes a great guest cabin when in port. 
Eleven half-inch thick (1.2 centimeters) 
tempered-glass windows offer a com-
manding view in all directions.

The helm station features two Stidd 
slimline chairs, an instrument console 
6 feet 8 inches (2.03 meters) wide, with 
plenty of room for instruments, gauges 
and controls, and a 30-inch (76 centim-
eters) destroyer wheel.

Portuguese bridge and foredeck

Heavy-duty Dutch doors on either side 
of the pilothouse open onto the Portu-
guese bridge and boat deck. Another 

Nordhavn trademark and a necessity on 
a seagoing boat, the Portuguese bridge 
provides added security when one needs 
to step outside in rough weather.

The boat deck’s location, up high and 
aft of the pilothouse, affords more pro-
tection in rough weather for the yacht’s 
tender than the aft pilothouse 68 offers. 
When it’s time to place the tender in the 
water, the davit will set it down next to the 
cockpit at the aft of the yacht, where it is 
easily boarded via boarding doors in the 
cockpit bulwarks, or from the swim plat-
form. And when it’s time to tie up or cast 
off, skippers will find it’s a shorter run 
to the foredeck from the pilothouse’s 
mid-ship location. Control stations with 
thruster and engine controls, located on 
the port and starboard ends of the Portu-
guese bridge and in the aft cockpit, take 
much of the drama out of docking and 
undocking. A set of steps provides access 
to the boat deck from the cockpit.

 The foredeck extends for 16 feet (4.8 
meters) beyond the Portuguese bridge. 
Twelve-inch high (30 centimeters) bul-
warks topped with 30-inch high stainless 
steel railings extending all the way to 
the bow, ensure a secure working en-
vironment. The stainless steel double 
bow roller holds a 300-pound (136 kilo-
grams) Airtex anchor on 400 feet (121 
meters) of half-inch, high-tensile chain. 
A Maxwell hydraulic windlass, with two 
control stations, easily handles anchor 
retrieval. There is even a high-pressure 
wash-down system to get all the gunk 
and mud off the chain before it comes 
aboard. A nice touch that virtually elim-
inates the onerous task of occasionally 
emptying the chain locker and unplug-
ging a drain clogged by muck.

Flying bridge with a view

When the weather is nice, skippers will 
want to conn the boat from the flying 
bridge. Sitting a commanding 15 feet 
(4.5 meters) above the water, it is easily 
accessed using a stainless steel ladder 
on the boat deck or by steps leading 
directly from inside the pilothouse. 
The flying bridge is equipped with a 
full set of instruments and controls. 
A U-shaped fiberglass settee aft of the 
helm has seating for four around a 
teak table. There is also a wet bar and 

the huge cockpit of the forward pilothouse 
version of the Nordhavn 68 is four feet longer, 
adding space for outdoor living and playing.

Nordhavn 68 forward pilothouse

LENgth ovErALL  68 ft/20.73 M

LoAD WAtErLINE  63 ft 2 IN/19.25 M

BEAM  20 ft 4 IN/6.2 M

DrAft 7 ft 2 IN/2.18 M

DISPLAcEMENt 230,000 LB/104.3 MEtrIc toNS

fuEL cAPAcItY 3,136 gAL/11,871 L 

WAtEr cAPAcItY 673 gAL u.S./2,548 L

ENgINE DEtroIt DIESEL SErIES 60 14L

PoWEr outPut 400 hP @ 1,800 rPM

EStIMAtED rANgE 3,000 NM
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The new Nordhavn 52 is the latest  
iteration of the successful Nordhavn 
47. Like the 47, the 52’s appeal is its 

Goldilocks size: it’s not too big, not too 
small, but just right for a cruising couple 
and their guests (another couple or per-
haps children or grandchildren) to live 
on comfortably, yet remain a manageable 
size for two experienced cruisers. 

The Nordhavn 52 retains all the great 
features that have made the Nordhavn 
47 so appealing, but with a significant 
improvement: a five-foot (1.5 meters) 
extension to the aft cockpit. “The 47, 
like all boats, when you design it, you 
try to balance saloon, aft deck (cockpit) 
space and swim step, and ultimately the 
aft deck is never enough,” explains Jeff 
Leishman, chief designer for Pacific 
Asian Enterprises. “People like to have 
more aft deck, so we gave the 52 a larger 
aft deck and swim step.” 

noRdhaVn   60JUSt laUNChEd noRdhaVn   52JUSt laUNChEd

Bigger is better
all the features of 
its smaller cousin, 
with more space to 
enjoy the outdoors

BY jAMES h. KIrBY
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

“It was just a great opportunity to en-
hance the usability of the boat for people 
who want to be outdoors,” adds Jim Leish-
man, Jeff’s older brother and co-founder 
and vice-president of PAE. It adds up to 
more room for tables and chairs, and for 
activities such as fishing and diving.

Several other advantages come with the 
longer cockpit. Esthetically, it extends the 
yacht’s lines and offsets the mass of the 
superstructure, pulling the overall height 
down visually to give it a more balanced 
look. If the boat is ordered with a flying 
bridge, it comes with an extended boat 
deck that has more room for a tender. Jeff 
Leishman has also incorporated a fiber-
glass buttress that arches from the new 
boat deck down to the side deck in what 
is becoming another signature Nord-
havn design element. If the Nordhavn 
52 is ordered without the flying bridge, 
it retains the older superstructure and 
shorter boat deck, which, the Leishmans 
(avid fishermen) are quick to point out, 
make it a better fishing boat.

Then there are the performance ad-
vantages: a longer waterline translates 
into a higher cruising speed. “It’s going 
to be a little bit more efficient than the 
47. We’re not adding any more weight. In 
fact, with the flybridge built in, compared 
to the 47 with a flybridge, the 52 might 

even be a little lighter,” notes Jeff.
The longer hull also has room for 

larger fuel tanks—1,670 gallons (6,322 
liters), compared with 1,470 gallons 
(5,565 liters) for the N47—which means 
more range. The Nordhavn 47’s range is 
estimated at 3,000 nautical miles, while 
the Nordhavn 52’s is 3,500 nautical miles. 
The hull extension also gives the Nord-
havn 52 a larger lazarette, which, like the 
cockpit, is one of those areas on a boat 
that never seems to be big enough, so 
the added volume is appreciated.

The only other mechanical change to 
the yacht is a slight upgrade in the steer-
ing gear size to compensate for the rud-
der’s position farther aft.

So the Nordhavn 52 turns out to have 
the same winning formula as its pre-
decessor, the Nordhavn 47, but with 
more things people want: more room for 
living and storing stuff, more speed, more 
range and a sleeker look thrown into the 
bargain—all in a just-right sized package. 
Goldilocks would be proud.                   IV

The headline below isn’t entirely 
true and the boat isn’t entirely 
new, but the Nordhavn 60 has 

quickly become the favorite Nordhavn 
for many.   

Dan Streech described the Nordhavn 
55 as “the yacht that offers the most value 
for the money, the sweet spot in size at 
which the typical budget gets all the lux-
uries.” Is the Nordhavn 60 simply the 
Nordhavn 55 with a five-foot hull exten-
sion? Yes and no, because those extra five 
feet deliver a very different experience, 
not to mention a new “sweet spot.”   

 The interior accommodations offer 
the same comfort, space, and safety in-
herent in the Nordhavn 55. (They are 
described in detail in the second edition 
of CirCumnavigator, available as a PDF 
download from www.nordhavn.com.) 
These attributes make both boats ideal 
for the cruising couple who want a big 

BY gArrEtt LAMBErt
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

tough to beat for 
big-boat comforts 
but kindly to 
maintain and handle

A new 
sweet 
spot

boat for comfort, but one that can be 
handled and maintained without the 
need for hired crew. It’s easy to drive 
a Nordhavn of any size, but on boats 
bigger than about 60 feet maintenance 
chores begin to argue for physical assist-
ance. Thus, it’s easy to understand why 
45 Nordhavn 55s have already been sold, 
and why demand continues apace.   

And, it’s equally easy to understand 
why the Nordhavn 60, combining the 
Nordhavn 55’s inherent attractions with 
a longer hull, has attracted the same level 
of buyer interest.  

 John and Linda Schwamm are owners 
of just-commissioned Nordhavn 60 Hull 
#44 Sea Level. (PAE numbers the N55 
and N60 in the same sequence.) They 
kindly invited CirCumnavigator aboard a 
few days before they departed Victoria, 
British Columbia, for a shakedown cruise 
to Alaska, accompanied by crew mem-
bers Casper Cate (13) and Lord Crom-
well (1), a pair of seafaring Westies.  

 The Schwamms’ odyssey to their new 
Nordhavn repeated an increasingly fam-
iliar tale within PAE. They had been ser-
ious about purchasing a Nordhavn 62 
and then a Nordhavn 76 that were avail-
able through brokerage, but both sold 
before they made offers. However, those 
experiences were useful in refining their 

needs and desires, and they homed in on 
either a new Nordhavn 64 or Nordhavn 
55. Yet neither boat had the perfection 
they sought; theirs had to be just right. 
Their persistence was the catalyst for the 
design of the Nordhavn 60—for which 
many future owners will be grateful.   

From afar, the benefit of the extended 
hull is her sleek “yachty” profile. Up close 
the obviously commodious cockpit, with 
more seating and a barbecue console, 
is a hit with everyone, including those 
who enjoy fishing. However, her beauty 
is not just skin deep. Above that bigger 
cockpit is a proportionally larger over-
head that can store two dinghies. Below 
it is a humongous lazarette that can take 
an extra generator, diving gear, furnace, 
and plenty more. And behind it is the 
much larger swim platform, available as 
an extra on the Nordhavn 55.   

Performance is also enhanced,  because 
the longer hull delivers better cruising 
speed, fuel efficiency, range and ride. IV
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Nordhavn 60

LENgth ovErALL  62 ft 6 IN/19.05 M

LoAD WAtErLINE  57 ft 3 IN/17.45 M

BEAM  18 ft 0 IN/5.49 M

DrAft 6 ft 6 IN/1.98 M

DISPLAcEMENt 120,000 LB/54.4 MEtrIc toNS

fuEL cAPAcItY 2,250 gAL u.S./8,517 L

WAtEr cAPAcItY 600 gAL u.S./2,271 L

ENgINE johN DEErE 6081 AfM

PoWEr outPut 330 hP @ 2,300 rPM

EStIMAtED rANgE 2,700 NM

Nordhavn 52

LENgth ovErALL  54 ft 4 IN/16.56 M

LoAD WAtErLINE  48 ft 3 IN/14.71 M

BEAM  16 ft 1 IN/4.9 M

DrAft 5 ft 11IN/1.8 M

DISPLAcEMENt 90,000 LB/40.82 MEtrIc toNS

fuEL cAPAcItY 1,670 gAL u.S./6,322 L 

WAtEr cAPAcItY 400 gAL u.S./1,514 L

ENgINE LuggEr L1066t.2 DIESEL

PoWEr outPut 165 hP @ 2,400 rPM

EStIMAtED rANgE 3,500 NM

PH
O

TO
:G

A
R

R
ET

T
 L

A
M

B
ER

T



70       CIRCUMNAVIGATOR  I  2010 www.circumnavigatormag.com 2010  I  CIRCUMNAVIGATOR       71www.nordhavn.com

noRdhaVn   120CoMING SooN

A s construction proceeds on its 
120-foot expedition yacht, Nord-
havn is marking the culmination 

of its corporate life as a builder of “small 
boats,” while at the same time entering 
a new era of collaboration with outside 
talent.

The 2008-09 edition of CirCumnavi-
gator described the Nordhavn 120 as 
a “subtle blending of the traditional 
Nordhavn commercial or industrial 
look with the more rakish elements of 
mega yachts.” Despite using the M-word 
in the context of a Nordhavn, the 120 

Superhavn
size not only matters, it’s everything 
as Pae enters a whole new world 
with the nordhavn 120

BY PEtEr SWANSoN
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

is still small enough for some owners to 
handle with only a captain and engin-
eer as paid crew and still small enough 
for a slip at many modern marinas. In 
a sense the 120 forms a bookend to the 
Nordhavn line, with the Nordhavn 40 at 
the other extreme.

Go much bigger and docking options 
diminish while the crew grows. Go much 
bigger and “the toys” of yachting life 
assume greater importance because the 
mothership herself is just that—a ship.

Beginning with the Nordhavn 72, PAE 
learned that its potential customers were 

accustomed to using the services of in-
terior designers and unlikely to be satis-
fied with any mortal boatbuilder’s notion 
of beauty and elegance when it comes 
to living spaces. Consider also that the 
Nordhavn 120 sells for $19 to $20 mil-
lion, more than three times the price 
of Nordhavn’s next largest model, the 
Nordhavn 86. With accommodations for 
the owners and up to eight guests, the 
Nordhavn 120’s staterooms and social 
spaces comprised a massive blank slate 
for owners with high standards and their 
designers, the latter a breed notorious 

Nordhavn 120

LENgth ovErALL 120 ft 7 IN/36.75 M

LoAD WAtErLINE 108 ft 4 IN/33.02 M

BEAM 27 ft 11 IN/8.51 M

DrAft 9 ft 0 IN/2.74 M

DISPLAcEMENt 848,944 LB/385.07 MEtrIc toNS

fuEL cAPAcItY 17,500 gAL u.S./66,244.7 L 

WAtEr cAPAcItY 2,800 gAL u.S./10,599.2 L

ENgINE Mtu SErIES 2000 M72

PoWEr outPut 965 hP @ 2,250 rPM

EStIMAtED rANgE APProx 4,000 NM

EtA MID-2011

for its artistic temperament.
Traditionally, the design process for a 

new model of Nordhavn was not just col-
legial but familial. Jeff Leishman would 
sketch by hand and his brother Jim would 
critique the drawings, and back and forth 
it went, surely one of the most success-
ful collaborations in modern boatbuild-
ing. But the Leishmans recognized that 
to become truly world class, Nordhavns 
needed to showcase the esthetic sensibil-
ities of their individual owners. Integrat-
ing designers into this mix was not always 
easy—no doubt creating memories best 
shared over cold beer—but the brothers 
took a couple deep breaths, embraced 
the new process and hoped that with 
pain would come gain.

Hull #1 of the 120 is being built for a 
Nordhavn 86 owner and promises to be 
the most spectacular Nordhavn to date, in 
some measure because of the role of Dee 
Robinson, a Florida designer renowned 
for custom yacht work. Having com-
pleted 200 new yacht construction and 

refit projects, Robinson boasts a portfolio 
ranging from 70-foot semi-production 
models to 180-foot custom steel yachts.

While the work of the interior designer 
will be the most visible evidence of Nord-
havn’s use of outside talent, it is by no 
means the most essential. Jeff Leishman 
credits outside engineers with helping 
him keep the Nordhavn 120 in fighting 
trim. “You can probably go as big as you 
want, building a boat in fiberglass, but 
the engineering becomes really compli-
cated. Expanding wavelengths put a lot 
of pressure on the longitudinal strength 
of the boat, so we hired an engineering 
firm to check everything we did,” Leish-
man said. “Everything looked good, but 
they said things that allowed us to reduce 
the weight of the boat. We were going to 
overbuild it, and the last thing we wanted 
to do with this boat is make it come in 
really heavy.”

While Nordhavn is familiar with the 
process for certification by the American 
Bureau of Shipping, the introduction of 

the Nordhavn 120 meant also that it was 
essential to receive certification under 
the British MCA in order to qualify for 
lower insurance rates. Because of the 
complexity of these additional safety re-
quirements, a consultant was hired to 
shepherd Hull #1 through the process.

The efforts of outside experts and con-
sultants notwithstanding, the Nordhavn 
120 is unlikely to be confused with any-
thing other than a Nordhavn. In profile 
her heritage is apparent in that combina-
tion of Portuguese bridge, the look of 

SItE SEE
For a slide show, renderings and other 

information, visit www.nordhavn.
com/120/slideshow/.
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noRdhaVn   63CoMING SooN

T he story of the Nordhavn 63 is the 
best illustration of the way Nordhavn 
develops new models, what can best 

be described as customer-driven evolution. 
Why is it the best illustration? For one thing, 
the result is a boat that is a fitting successor to 
one of the most beloved trawler yachts ever 
made, the Nordhavn 62. And the Nordhavn 
63 also happens to be a bargain.

Since the early 1990s, 38 Nordhavn 62s have 
been sold. We say sold rather than built be-
cause the 38th was under construction as this 
story was being written. The Nordhavn 62’s 
raised aft pilothouse gave the boat a profile 
reminiscent of a small freighter and appealed 
to anyone who ever dreamed of running away 
on a tramp steamer. Nordhavn’s lead naval 
architect Jeff Leishman calls it the quintes-
sential “guy’s boat.”

Leishman and the rest of the team, how-
ever, felt that their later models were in many 
ways superior to the Nordhavn 62 so they have 
been trying to steer customers toward those 
newer boats. As the owner of Hull #38 of the 
62 would attest, however, obsolescence does 
not come easy to a popular product. Which 
brings us to the story of how a Nordhavn 62 
customer spurred the introduction of the 
Nordhavn 63.

“The 62 was too wide for his marina be-
cause he wouldn’t be able to get it through 

a set of locks,” Leishman recalled. “We were 
doing all sorts of design gyrations to try to 
figure how we could get the 62 narrower and 
it just got ridiculous. The 60 would fit, but he 
didn’t like the forward wheelhouse on the 60, 
so I thought, why don’t we just design an aft 
wheelhouse on that hull? He was interested 
so we drew something up, and that’s how it 
came about.”

Not only was the Nordhavn 60 nearly a foot 
and a half narrower than the 62, but its LOA 
was actually closer to 63 feet (19.2 meters), 
thus the N63 designation. But there is a back-
story that further illustrates how Nordhavn 
makes design decisions. Several Nordhavn 
models appear to have been brought to 
market because of a notion that if a single 
paying customer wants a particular modifi-
cation, as long as it is within reason, others 
will too.

The Nordhavn 60, you see, was itself a 
stretched version of the Nordhavn 55, in-
spired by a customer who had wanted more 
boat deck. To achieve a longer boat deck, the 
boat needed to have more cockpit beneath, 
which meant more LOA. In Biblical terms, 
the 55 begat the 60, which begat the 63.

“It doesn’t matter how big you go—and I’ve 
found this to be true when the 46 was new 
back in the sailboat days—if you give them two 
feet, they’re going to stack it full of stuff and 

BY PEtEr SWANSoN
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Simple beginnings
a request for a small design change produced a 
new boat that’s bigger, better—and cheaper

R
EN

D
ER

IN
G

: S
T

EP
H

EN
 L

. D
A

V
IS



74       CIRCUMNAVIGATOR  I  2010 www.circumnavigatormag.com

Trident’s full range of Marine Wet
Exhaust Hose, Bellows, and
Elbows are designed for High
Performance, High Endurance, and
High Temperature Operation.
585 Plum Run Road • Canonsburg, PA 15317 • USA
Phone 1-724-745-9311 • Fax 1(724) 745-1709
Web: www.tridentmarine.com
Email: trident@tridentmarine.com 

real hot
performance

with cool, quiet elegance

Black Blue Red
250°F 350°F 500°F
121°C 177°C 260°C

5 to 10 Year Warrantees
Meets: SAE J2006
ISO 13363.4 Draft
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noRdhaVn   63CoMING SooN

want two feet more,” Leishman said. Par-
tially because of that tendency, the Nord-
havn’s 60-foot range has five models, a 
60, 62, 63, 64 and a 68.

Like all late-model Nordhavns, the 63 
carries her beam aft, with a hull shape 
that flattens as it nears the stern. This 
affords the 63 greater interior volume 
than otherwise possible, while enabling 
it to perform better at sea, according to 
Jim Leishman, Jeff’s brother and vice-
president of PAE.

“With fuller stern sections, you get a 
bigger lazarette and bigger load carrying 
capacity. You get a better pitch motion 
with fuller stern sections. And if a guy 
has to have twin engines, he can,” Jim 
Leishman said. “We have totally proven 
to ourselves that the singles are superior 
to the twins in our boat applications in 
their economy—with twins you get 25 
percent less—but the nice thing about 
twins is that if you lose an engine you can 
still proceed on the other at almost the 
same speed. If you lose your main engine 
on a single-engine boat, all you have is 
your wing engine, and you’re going to 
run at five or 5½ knots.”

A simply beautiful interior

While the design of the Nordhavn 63 
evokes the image of a stalwart little 
freighter, her updated styling—particu-
larly the superstructure—is calculated to 
be more appealing to women, creating a 
better first impression to be reinforced 
by a “wow factor” on entering the saloon. 
The workmanship on the Nordhavn 63 
is to the higher standard that evolved as 
Nordhavn began building boats over 70 
feet (21.3 meters) LOA. The standard 
Nordhavn 63 interior features raised 

panels of contrasting cherry wood.
“It has a beautiful and quality inter-

ior. People are going to perceive it,” Jim 
said. “Those interiors are all stick built. 
Those cabinets are not built outside the 
boat. That’s the old way and the labor in-
tensive way.” Besides the finish, another 
outstanding feature of the Nordhavn 63 
is the price tag—well under $2 million. 
Anyone interested in this aft wheelhouse 
design should compare that number 
across the Nordhavn’s midsize models 
for a sense of the inherent value of a 
Nordhavn 63.

The main elements of the saloon are 
two settees and an optional 42-inch flat-
screen television that rises from a cabinet 
by an electric lift mechanism. Addition of 
a barrel chair makes seating for a total of 
10 people. The U-shaped galley stands at 
the same level and is open to the saloon 

from the counter upward, for social as 
well as culinary convenience.

How many will she sleep?

The Nordhavn 63 has berths for 10. A 
master and two guest staterooms are 
down below and forward. The master 
is ideally placed for comfort under way; 
it is not too far forward of amidships 
and its queen-size island berth is aligned 
athwartships. That is, at right angles to 
the centerline of the boat. Just forward 
of the engine, a utility cabin with washer, 
dryer and second freezer doubles as crew 
quarters with berths for two. Behind 
the pilothouse, a fifth stateroom boasts 
a queen size bed, en suite head and a 
commanding view.

One of the most useful features of 
the Nordhavn 63’s “freighter” design 
is a foredeck that can handle a 17-foot 
(5.2 meters) RIB. Anyone who has ever 
cruised in a full-displacement vessel—
that is, a relatively slow boat—knows the 
value of a fast tender, especially when it’s 
big enough to carry the entire crew. To 
be able to quickly deploy that tender, 
the Nordhavn 63 comes equipped with 
a $40,000 telescoping crane able to lift 
1,500 pounds (680 kilograms.)

The faithful beating heart of the Nord-
havn 63 is her 330 horsepower John 
Deere engine, which in the best Nord-
havn tradition is keel cooled to enable a 
dry-stack exhaust. With tankage for 2,500 
gallons (9,463 liters) of diesel fuel, she 
will have an estimated range of 3,000 
nautical miles. 

Think about it: A true circumnavigator 
brought to market because one poten-
tial customer needed a slightly narrower 
beam. Amazing but true.                       IV

Nordhavn 63

LENgth ovErALL 62 ft 6 IN/19.05 M

LoAD WAtErLINE 57 ft 3 IN/17.45 M

BEAM 18 ft 0 IN/5.49 M

DrAft 6 ft 8 IN/2.03M

DISPLAcEMENt 130,000 LB/58.97 MEtrIc toNS

fuEL cAPAcItY 2,500 gAL uS/9,463.5 L 

WAtEr cAPAcItY 600 gAL uS/2,271.2 L

ENgINE johN DEErE #6081AfM DIESEL

PoWEr outPut 330 hP @ 2,300 rPM

EStIMAtED rANgE 3,000 NM

cruISINg SPEED 8-9 KNotS

EtA MID-2010

SItE SEE
To see the Nordhavn 63 under con- 

struction and download drawings, visit  
www.nordhavn.com/63/slideshow/

Continued from Page 71

the forward windows and the distinctive parallel curvature of 
bow and stern. Her two tenders nestled nicely beneath the 
sightlines over the foredeck, and the bulbous bow serve as re-
minders that this vessel, like the rest, is an ocean-crosser.

The 120 deploys its anchors from pockets, making it the 
first Nordhavn without bow rollers for her ground tackle. As 
tall as a man standing at water level, the pockets are massive 
hunks of stainless steel and contribute to the boat’s shippy 
demeanor.

Meanwhile, the “rakish” design of the Nordhavn 120 super-
structure is a conscious effort to incorporate mega yacht styling 

while hinting at the luxury within. “The owner wanted the 
expeditionary yacht concept updated a little bit,” Jeff said. 
“And my design trends in the bigger boats have been going 
away from the full industrial look.”

Speaking of industry, here’s a recommendation. Go to the 
Nordhavn website and navigate to the slideshow on the Nord-
havn 120’s hull mold, one of the biggest molds for a single piece 
of fiberglass ever built. Admittedly this may be a guy thing, but 
any boatbuilder would tell you this is exquisite tooling and worth 
millions. Over its long lifetime you can expect that this mold, 
technically a “female” mold, will give birth to an entire fleet of 
gleaming Nordhavn 120s.                             IV
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When it comes to miles cruised in a Nordhavn, no one today 
can best Heidi and Wolfgang Hass with two circumnavigations, 
over 75,000 sea miles, and 10,000 engine hours aboard Kanaloa, 

their 1995 Nordhavn 46. 
Low key and modest to a fault, the Hasses go out of their way to avoid 

the spotlight, and they take an old-fashioned approach to cruising. “It’s 
still a very simple lifestyle like it was years ago when we first started sail-
ing—not much has changed,” Heidi said with her characteristic smile. 
“And after 26 years we still love it.”

With a total of three circumnavigations (one of them under sail) and 
120,000 nautical miles behind them, the Hasses’ approach to cruising 
is indeed simple and straightforward. They don’t write books and they 
don’t do slide shows or lectures on their cruising. They don’t even have 
a blog. They just go out and cruise the world for their own enjoyment, 
always just the two of them. They have never once made a long passage 
with another person onboard. 

Most Nordhavn owners today would consider Kanaloa a minimalist 
cruising yacht, absent more than a few of the staples of modern-day cruis-
ing. The yacht carries no generator, no air conditioning, no thrusters, no 

BY MILt BAKEr
SENIOR CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

after three trips around the world 
and 26 years living aboard, heidi and 

Wolfgang hass ‘still love it’

Home is where
KANALOA IS

 Kanaloa rests in a 
classic anchorage 
at Moorea, top left. 
heidi and wolfgang 
spend some time 
ashore in Cape town, 
South africa in 2007, 
during their second 
circumnavigation. 
Zulu is watchdog en 
route from Namibia 
to St. helena Island. 
youngsters mug for 
the camera on the 
pier at ahe in french 
polynesia.
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a circumnavigation of the planet 

remains the ultimate dream of many 

who cruise under power. In the 

following pages, CirCumnavigator 

salutes the five nordhavns that 

have fulfilled the aspirations of their 

owners:

Kanaloa, Nordhavn 46, currently 

on its third circumnavigation,

Kosmos, Nordhavn 43, an 

improbable voyage by a young 

couple,

Salvation II, Nordhavn 46, the 

first production powerboat to 

circumnavigate,

othmani, Nordhavn 46, the first 

arab trawler yacht to circumnavigate,

Nordhavn, Nordhavn 40, the 

smallest production powerboat to 

make it all the way around.

may their routes around the world 

on the map on Page 83 inspire 

others to follow in their wakes!
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satellite phone, and no AIS. Yet the gel coat on the 
14-year-old boat shines with a deep gloss that says 
“just polished,” and the varnish on the exterior teak 
glistens with perfection. Inside, the yacht is pristine, 
functional and extremely well organized.  Seeing 
Kanaloa at the pier, you’d never think this unimpos-
ing yacht had covered so many miles.

Yet the unmistakable impression upon first meet-
ing the Hasses is that these are two adventuresome 
cruisers, a capable couple tightly focused on their 
boat and their cruising, a team where each partner 
is self-reliant and never needs to be told what to 
do or how to do it. Heidi, a tall blonde, is a youth-
ful 60 years old and takes naturally to her role as 
Kanaloa’s captain, navigator and cook. Wolfgang, 
tall and movie-star handsome, looks younger than 
his 70 years and serves with distinction as first of-
ficer, rigger, and, perhaps most important, chief 
engineer. Their dog Zulu, a circumnavigator too, 
is watchdog and chief morale officer.

“I think the cruising is what keeps us young,” 
said Wolfgang, a twinkle in his eye. “We are both 
in very good health, and the challenges of cruising 
and keeping the yacht in good operating condition 
keep us focused.”

German by birth, the Hasses still have property 
and business interests in Germany but return to 
Berlin only every six or seven years. “We don’t worry 
about it on a day-to-day basis,” Wolfgang said. In-
stead, they are focused on their beloved Kanaloa, 
their location, the port they’re visiting, and the trip 
ahead. “Home is where the boat is,” said Heidi, 
“and life is great!”

When they began sailing together on German 
lakes, Heidi was just 20 and Wolfgang 30. At the 
time, she worked as a secretary for a large oil com-
pany in Berlin and he owned and managed a uni-
form shop in the same city. Each year they could 
barely wait for the sailing season to begin, and 
they cruised the lakes aboard their small wooden 
centerboard boat for 10 years. Moving up to a 28-
foot fiberglass sailing yacht named Caprice, they 
stretched their cruising legs and ventured farther 

afield, crossing the Baltic to cruise in Denmark, 
Finland, and Sweden. Somewhere along the way 
the cruising bug bit them hard.

With their focus on ever more distant cruising, 
the Hasses moved up again, this time to a solid 
38-foot Van Dam steel cruising yacht named Vitte.  
They departed Germany aboard Vitte in 1982, and 
their first passages took them across the North Sea 
to England, the Bay of Biscay to Portugal, on to the 
Canary Islands, then across the Atlantic—their first 
ocean crossing—to the Caribbean.  After visiting 
the U.S., Canada, and Venezuela, they transited the 
Panama Canal and crossed the Pacific to French 
Polynesia. And they discovered a real taste for warm, 
tropical climates.

Their first circumnavigation took a leisurely 12 
years, covering some 45,000 miles. They spent years 
slowly crisscrossing the Pacific islands—French 
Polynesia, Tonga, Fiji, the New Hebrides, Vanu-
atu, the Loyalty Islands—and finally reached Aus-
tralia, a country where they suddenly felt very much 
at home. After an eight-month sojourn cruising 
Down Under, they headed west across the Indian 
Ocean, around the horn of Africa, and across the 
Atlantic. By the time they crossed their outbound 
track, completing their first circumnavigation, it 
was 1995. By then they had been reading more and 
more about Nordhavn ocean-crossing powerboats, 
an idea that fired Wolfgang’s imagination.  

After investigating Nordhavns further, they sold 
their steel sailing yacht in Florida and went to Cali-
fornia to buy their Nordhavn. 

The Hasses found the transition from sail to 
power an easy one. “Sailors feel they should never 
run the engine,” Wolfgang said. “But I am not in 
conflict any longer—I enjoy running the engine 
and so this is the perfect boat for us. And a power-
boat like Kanaloa is more stable. In a sailing yacht 
you’re much less comfortable—you’re exposed 
most of the time because you have to be outside 
watching the sails, and to make a fast passage you 
have to use all the sails. 

“With a Nordhavn it’s all about comfort and safety,” 

the Kanaloa crew has visited so many wonderful ports, heidi 
and wolfgang hass find it hard to pick only a few favorites 
because they have dozens.  among their favorites are:

>>>  “Chagos is one of the very best. Salomon Atoll is the only one 
where cruisers are allowed to dock, and it’s about three by four miles. 
There you can absolutely live like a cruiser, with everything you want: 
the fish, the crabs, and no tourism.  A wonderful place!”

>>>  “Papua New Guinea is absolutely stunning.  It has everything. The 
local people are incredibly friendly.  Every little village has different 
customs, and the country has over 700 languages. But they speak 
with us in pidgin English. They’re well educated and very smart. 
They’re the only people we’ve ever met who can sit on the sand and 
be totally comfortable. They’re the most relaxed people we’ve ever 
met, just sitting there in the sand. What makes it all so unique is you’ll 
see a Catholic church sitting right next to palm trees and a volcano. 
The best part for us is the diving—it’s not polluted because there are 
not many people living there, and they keep the fishing trawlers away 
so there’s no commercial fishing there.”

>>>  “Suwarrow Atoll in the Cook Islands, about 500 miles from 
Rarotonga, is one of our favorites. In fact, it’s one of the favorites of 
most any cruiser who has ever stopped there—a true tropical atoll. 
Wonderful fishing and warm hospitality. The caretaker makes all the 
difference. When we arrived, a new caretaker had just arrived the day 
before.  Believe it or not, this man has two hearts, and he has two kids 
who had two hearts. He can free dive for five minutes. Amazing!”

a welcoming 
committee of Cape 

penguins greets the 
Kanaloa crew during 

a shore expedition 
near Cape town. 

wolfgang is on the 
watch for coconuts 

while walking the 
beach. they make 
it a priority to find 

anchorages that 
will allow them 

to take Zulu, their 
South-african born 

Norfolk terrier, on 
long walks.

KANALoA SNAPShotS

Favorite Ports
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above: Zulu hitches 
a ride on a snorkeling 

heidi at ahe.   another 
favorite port of these 

circumnavigators was 
the french polynesian 

island of Moorea, a close 
neighbor of tahiti.
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South Seas sunsets 
are spectacular from 

the aft deck. the 
captain (heidi), first 

officer (wolfgang), 
and morale officer 

(Zulu) pose atop the 
pilothouse. Kanaloa 
departs dana point 

to start her third 
circumnavigation. a 

mammoth resident 
of a game park in 

Richards Bay, South 
africa goes for a 

stroll. 

he continued. “We’re enclosed inside, not exposed 
outside. It’s also safer at anchor. When the wind picks 
up it’s easier to get away with a powerboat than with 
a sailing boat because the engine is stronger and you 
can easily get yourself out of bad situations. For a sail-
ing yacht it’s harder to get away most of the time.”

But cruising is much more than the passages, 
and the Kanaloa crew very much looks forward to 
being in port.

When they find a place they like, sometimes they’ll 
stay for several months before the itch to move has 
to be scratched or weather dictates moving. “Our 
minimum stay is usually about 14 days,” said Heidi.  
“If you only stay five days, by the time those five days 
are up you’ve cleaned the boat, done the laundry, 
done the grocery shopping, and then it’s time to 
go—you’ve never even seen the area or met the 
locals.  So we often stay for a month or two. We 
are out to enjoy other countries and the people 
who live there, and do some sightseeing.  Rushing 
around the world is not on our agenda. We like to 
relax and rent cars and drive around. Even if we’ve 
been there before, we always find something new, 
something we haven’t seen before.

“Sometimes people say, ‘You’ve been around the 
world three times and it must get boring,’ ” she said.  
“But I think it’s just the opposite. Things change, 
and many of the changes are for the better: we can 
get parts, we can easily get fuel, and we can get nice 
groceries we could not get before. There are so 
many new things to see.  And we love coming back 
to our favorite ports again and again.

“Our approach is to anchor out if we can,” she 
continued, “but we will use a marina if we must.  
Even in Australia, we mostly anchor out.  We go 
into a lot of creeks and bays and anchor there.  You 
have to go a little out of your way and not anchor 

where everybody else is, but there’s plenty of space 
to anchor.  Also, we like anchoring offshore, not so 
close to shore, like everybody does.”

The Hasses’ first two circumnavigations were 
without a pet, then they adopted Zulu, a South 
African-born Norfolk terrier puppy just two weeks 
before casting off on their third trip around the 
world. Brought up aboard Kanaloa, he’s a natural 
charmer who has turned their lives upside down 
in a good sort of way. One of the great advantages 
of having a dog, they say, is it’s a wonderful entrée 
to meeting other people.

“People are naturally drawn towards Zulu,” Heidi 
said.  “He is such a friendly animal that people just 
come and pet him, and they ask questions they 
wouldn’t normally ask. At times it seems that every-
one along the coast of Australia knows him. He’s run-
ning on the beach, and goes over to greet a couple, 
and when we come up they look at us and ask, ‘Who 
are you?’ then suddenly there’s recognition in their 
eyes, ‘Ahhhh, you are Zulu’s owners!’ ”

This sea dog has no bone to pick

Priority one in looking for an anchorage for Kanaloa 
is finding one with a beach where Zulu can go for 
long walks. “We start out on our walks very early in 
the morning,” Heidi said. “Zulu walks about four 
hours a day—an hour and a half in the morning, an 
hour at lunchtime, two hours in the afternoon, and 
then he goes for an evening walk.  When the water 
is warm he’s in the water, swimming several hours a 
day. Of course, that means we need a watermaker 
because we have to wash him all the time because 
he comes back salty and sandy.”

“There are so many things Zulu tells us and that 
we see because of him,” she said.  “We taught him 
about the world when he was young, and now he 

is teaching us how to live our lives.  Something we 
like especially about Zulu is that he lives his life 
now—not tomorrow and not yesterday. A dog is all 
about now. That’s something he’s taught us: to live 
our own lives now.”

Zulu sleeps in the saloon or outside on deck.  
He does not bark during the day, but at night any 
time someone comes close to the boat, he barks. 
“Since he almost never barks,” Heidi said, “when 
he does, we’re on deck immediately to see what’s 
happening.”

Keeping Kanaloa shipshape takes time and disci-
pline, but it’s a job both Heidi and Wolfgang clearly 
enjoy. In fact, something they very much like about 
their Nordhavn is the self-sufficiency it allows them 
because they can take care of virtually all the main-
tenance themselves. They’ve made it a point to keep 
their boat simple, equipping it largely with gear 
and components they can repair themselves. “The 
thing about cruising in the South Pacific is that when 
something goes wrong with sophisticated electron-
ics, who can repair it?” Heidi says.  “Nobody!  Even 
in Australia it’s difficult to have sophisticated equip-
ment and electronics repaired.”

One of their top lessons learned is that on a cruis-
ing yacht maintenance comes first. Mornings in 
port belong to the boat. Wolfgang tackles engines, 
electrics, watermaker, plumbing and other projects, 
while Heidi works in the galley, handles the laundry, 
and keeps the gel coat waxed and polished, and the 
yacht’s interior organized and squeaky clean.  

“A boat should always be in top condition when it 
goes into the ocean, and everything should be abso-
lutely perfect, especially in the engine room,” says 
Heidi.  Wolfgang agrees. “We go through the boat 
completely once a year.  We clean it thoroughly, open 
the fuel tanks and clean them out, then disconnect 

the intake hoses from the seacocks and clean them 
out because they’re always filled with barnacles,” 
he said.

After so many miles, Wolfgang feels an almost 
Zen-like connection with his engines and his boat. 
“I know what it is supposed to sound like and feel 
like and supposed to do,” he said, “and I am very 
quick to pick up on anything unusual,” a reminder 
that a stitch in time saves nine.

Maintenance is job one

Being observant aboard a cruising yacht counts 
for a lot, the Hasses say. Over the years they’ve de-
veloped an instinct for being alert to new sounds, 
odors, vibration, motions, and more. They also be-
lieve in regular engine room checks. “When Kanaloa 
is under way we never go more than three to four 
hours without opening the engine room door. We 
open it up to smell the air and take a peek,” Wolf-
gang said.  “The first thing I check is the fuel filter 
vacuum gauge to make sure there’s proper fuel flow. 
Then I look under the engine for oil leaks. You have 
to watch your engines carefully. If you are seeing a 
leak, that’s an indication that something is loose, 
and leaks never get better on their own. If there’s 
something loose, it needs to be carefully tightened, 
and sooner is better than later.”

Wolfgang does not like using outside labor but 
he’ll do so in rare cases when a repair job is beyond 
his abilities. “But if I am using a mechanic, I watch 
him very carefully,” he said.  “If he looks at the bolt 
and it’s, say, a three-sixteenths bolt and he picks 
up a five-sixteenths wrench to tighten it, that tells 
me he’s not the right man for the job. I send him 
on his way!”

Kanaloa’s chief engineer is a firm believer in carry-
ing all the right tools and plenty of them. “I have 
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not only the usual tools but specialty tools like refrigeration 
gauges, a vacuum pump, and much more,” he said. As for 
spares, the Hasses agree that it’s hard to have too many on 
an ocean-crossing motor yacht. “The major things on the 
main engine are all the hang-on parts: pumps, alternators, 
starters, even oil coolers,” he said. “And a lot of filters—fuel 
filters; most people don’t carry enough.

“When it comes to fixing boat problems,” Wolfgang said, “something 
I have learned is never give up.  If you have a problem, think it through. 
Sleep on it overnight. While you’re sleeping, your brain is working on it. 
And the next morning you wake up knowing how to fix it.  It has happened 
to me so many times.

“Nothing gets solved in the afternoon,” he said. “When I have a problem 
and try to solve it in the afternoon, I work and work and just become frus-
trated.  When I come back in the morning, after sleeping on it, I’m not hot 
and I’m not tired and I’m not frustrated.  And it’s always so much easier.”

Generation excellent

One question often asked of the Kanaloa crew by power cruisers is how they 
manage without a generator. Wolfgang explains that the couple learned 
their lessons in small sailing yachts, and they have outfitted Kanaloa much 
like a sailing yacht. The yacht has six large solar panels atop the pilothouse 
for charging batteries, for example, and her wing engine boasts a large 
alternator for generating additional power. The wing engine is also used 
to power the watermaker’s high-pressure pump and also the cold plate re-
frigeration compressor, which keeps both fridge and freezer cold. Unlike 
some Nordhavn wing engines which seem inclined to wither and die from 
lack of use, Kanaloa’s has more than 6,000 hours and is still going strong. 
“We run the wing engine morning and night,” he said.

What kind of a watch system does Kanaloa use?  “Driving a boat is like driv-
ing a car,” according to Heidi. “After three hours you begin to get restless. 
On this boat, standing a watch is so easy with the computer navigation and 
the radar running, we know if a ship is coming. We find it best not to have a 
watch system because sometimes you’re off watch and you try to sleep and 
cannot sleep, and other times you’re on watch and really want to sleep. In 
the daytime, we have no formal watch schedule but one of us is always look-
ing out.  At night at least one of us is on watch in the pilothouse, but we’re 
never on watch for more than about three hours at a time.”

Will there come a time when these hearty circumnavigators want to move 
ashore? 

“If we have to move ashore, we will do it,” said Heidi. ‘Until then, we will 
stay on our boat.  It is much better for us.  You stay younger and you’re doing 
something.  When the time comes that we can no longer do high ocean cross-
ings, we can at least run along the coast and cruise. We hate just watching TV 
or just going to museums . . . we have to be participants. We have to set our 
own rules. We want to live our lives like we think we should live them.  Just 
going out doing things and seeing how far you can go.”                               IV

RoUNd 1

Started: October 10, 1996

Ended:  October 13, 2002

Countries/territories: 30

Nautical miles: 35,567.8

Countries/territories visited:  
U.S., Mexico, Clipperton Island, 

French Polynesia, Cook Islands, 

Western Samoa, Tonga, Fiji, 

Vanuatu, Salomon (Chagos), 

New Caledonia, Australia, 

Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, 

Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, 

Maldives, Seychelles, Comoros, 

Mozambique, South Africa, 

Namibia, Brazil, French Guiana, 

Trinidad/Tobago, Venezuela, 

ABC Islands (Netherlands 

Antilles), Panama, Costa Rica.

RoUNd 2

Started: March 3, 2003

Ended:  August 22, 2008

Countries/territories: 29

Nautical miles: 35.324.7

Countries/territories visited:  
U.S., Mexico, French Polynesia, 

Cook Islands, Phoenix Islands 

(kiribati), Wallis Islands (Wallis 

and Futuna), Fiji, Vanuatu, 

New Caledonia, Australia, 

Indonesia, Borneo, Singapore, 

Malaysia, Maldives, Chagos, 

Seychelles, Tanzania, Comoros, 

Mozambique, South Africa, 

Namibia, St. Helena, Brazil, 

French Guiana, Tobago, 

Venezuela, ABC Islands 

(Netherlands Antilles), Panama.

wolfgang shows Zulu 
how to get his sea legs: 

snoozing in the cockpit. 
Rigging is the perfect 

place for bananas to ripen 
in the Chagos Islands.

82       CIRCUMNAVIGATOR  I  2010

c I r c u M N A v I g A t o r S

Circumnavigator

 Nordhavns      around the
  WoRLd



2010  I  CIRCUMNAVIGATOR       87www.nordhavn.com

A five-year record-setting circumnavigation 
and a lifetime of experiences behind them, 
Jim and Susy Sink have finally put to shore. 

Appropriately enough, they are residing in Dana 
Point, California, starting point of the voyage nearly 
two decades ago in which their Nordhavn 46, Salva-
tion II, became the first production powerboat ever 
to circle the globe.

Salvation II was also the smallest production motor-
boat to make it around on its own tanks—a record 
that stood from October 3, 1995, when they arrived 
back in Dana Point, until June 30, 2002, when a crew 
from Pacific Asian Enterprises completed a circum-
navigation with a Nordhavn 40. 

During the Sinks’ leisurely west-to-east trek, Salva-
tion II set yet another mark in being the first yacht, 
power or sail, to travel the Rhine-Main-Danube Canal 
between the North Sea and the Black Sea. Jim was 60, 
and Susy was 57 when they set out in 1990 on a voyage 
that eventually took them to 51 countries and on which 
they logged 50,446 nautical miles. Quite a cruise! (In 
total, they logged 100,000 miles with Salvation II.)

In the years that followed they divided their time 
between a house in Houston, Texas, and Salvation 

II, which they kept in Friday Harbor, Washington, 
using their beloved boat as a summer home. Finally, 
and inevitably, the time came to sell Salvation II, and 
in July 2005 she became the property of new owners 
from Portland, Oregon.

It is close to 15 years since the Sinks completed 
their epic trip, yet the memories remain vivid and 
happy. “I love thinking about it, I have great logs. 
God, I can’t tell you how happy I am that we did that. 
It worked out beautifully for us,” enthused Jim in an 
interview with CirCumnavigator in June 2009. 

For those thinking about going around the world in 
a boat, Jim has these words: “I would encourage anyone 
to do it. But I would also urge that they plan carefully 
and don’t go off half-cocked. I worked long and hard 
planning our trip, and it was a difficult trip.”

Although they no longer have their boat, Jim and 
Susy haven’t given up life on the water completely. 
Jim is a member at the Newport Harbor Yacht Club 
where he crews occasionally, and the couple recently 
celebrated Jim’s 80th birthday with a boat trip to 
Catalina Island.

And even though their boat is in new hands, they 
remain close to the folks at Nordhavn. In fact, their 
condo is right across the street from the PAE offices 
in Dana Point.         IV

careful 
planning 

helped sinks 
complete 

epic cruise 
nearly 15 

years ago

Record-setting
 VOYAGE

log books and 
photo albums 
from their trip 

around the world 
rekindle happy 

memories for Jim 
and Susy Sink.
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BY joE hvILIvItZKY
MANAGING EDITOR

other noteworthy circumnavigations under power:
• Ben Carlin in Half-Safe, an amphibious Jeep
• Bryan Peterson of the U.S. in Sunrider, a modified Zodiac 24
• Alan Priddy in Spirit of Cardiff, a 33-foot hard-bottom inflatable
• Earthrace, a 78-foot wave-piercing trimaran running biodiesel,  
 which set a speed record of 60 days, 23 hours, 49 minutes
Most miles voyaged without actually completing a 
circumnavigation:
• Michael Poliza in Starship, a Northern Marine 75, who covered  
 75,000 nautical miles in 1,009 days at sea during a voyage  
 from Anacortes, Washington, to Hamburg in his native   
 Germany

• Honorable mention for Marty and Marge Wilson of the  
 Nordhavn 62 karma, who circumnavigated under sail, but  
 after 57,000 nautical miles aboard karma said they felt fulfilled  
 without going all the way around again
Most honorable mention:
• Robert Beebe whose 50,000 sea miles in the original   
 Passagemaker launched the trawler yacht era

For updates, check www.trawlersandtrawlering.com/ 
circumnavigators/circumnavigators.html. 
Additions to the CirCumnavigator honor roll can be submitted to 
the Editor as per the contact particulars on Page 3.

Honor roll: Circumnavigators under power
Powerboats that have voyaged around the world

Nordhavns  
around the world

The 
newest Nordhavn circumnavigators are Eric and Christi Grab, who brought their Nordhavn 43 kosmos home to San Diego  in May 2009.Heidi and Wolfgang Hass, of Germany, have 

circumnavigated twice with kanaloa, their faithful 
Nordhavn 46, and have a third circumnavigation under 
way. (Fourth, when you count their first in a sailboat.)Ghanim Al-Othman was and remains the first  Arab to 

circumnavigate, a feat he accomplished with the  Nordhavn 46 Othmani.The Nordhavn 46 Salvation II was the first production 
powerboat to voyage around the world, under the capable 

hands of Jim Sink and his wife, Susy Sink.Led by PAE co-founder Jim Leishman, rotating crews 
of PAE employees ran a Nordhavn 40 called Nordhavn around the world in less than eight months to become the smallest production powerboat to circumnavigate.

Five Nordhavns have circumnavigated the world six times—by far outnumbering any other make of powerboat. Follow their 
routes on the map on the front of the gatefold. See where they rank in the honor roll of all circumnavigators under power below.

NAME couNtrY NAME of vESSEL MAKE or tYPE LoA                 DAtES  NotES

Albert Gowen U.S. Speejacks Custom 98’/29.9 m 1921-22 First yacht without sails to circumnavigate
       East to West

Don & Ann Gumpertz U.S. Westward Custom 86'/ 26.2 m 1970-76 First yacht without sails to circumnavigate
       West to East

Larry Briggs U.S. Champion Custom Lapworth 52' / 15.8 m 1977-80 First trawler yacht to circumnavigate, East to West

Eilco kasemier Holland Bylgia II Custom 39' 1/2"/12 m 1983-84 First trawler yacht to circumnavigate and still the
       smallest, East to West

David Scott Cowper England Mabel E. Holland Converted lifeboat 42'/12.8 m 1984-85 First single-handed circumnavigation under power,
       East to West

David Scott Cowper England Mabel E. Holland Converted lifeboat 42'/ 12.8 m 1986-1990 Single-handed circumnavigation via the 
       Northwest Passage, East to West

Bruce & Joan kessler U.S. Zopilote Delta 70 70'/21.3 m 1990-93 East to West circumnavigation by a tireless 
       advocate of passagemaking under power

Jim & Susy Sink U.S. Salvation II Nordhavn 46 45' 9"/13.9 m 1990-95 First production trawler yacht to circumnavigate 

Ghanim Al-Othman kuwait Othmani Nordhavn 46 45' 9"/13.9 m 1998-99 First Arab trawler yacht to circumnavigate,
       West to East

Jim Leishman et al U.S. Nordhavn Nordhavn 40 39' 9"/12.1 m 2001-02 Smallest production trawler yacht to
       circumnavigate, East to West

Heidi & Wolfgang Hass Germany kanaloa Nordhavn 46 45’ 9”/13.9 m 1996-2002 First German trawler yacht to circumnavigate,
       East to West

Larry Briggs U.S. Chartwell Cheoy Lee 55'/16.8 m 1998-2003 Second circumnavigation, East to West. He has 
       started his third circumnavigation, also with
       Chartwell, also westabout

Don & Alicia Hallerberg U.S. Alicia Dawn Hatteras 77'/23.5 m 2000-03 Two years and seven months, out of Fort
       Lauderdale, East to West. They have started a   
       second circumnavigation, also westabout

David Scott Cowper England Polar Bound Custom 48'/14.6 m 2003-04 Third circumnavigation under power, second via
       the Northwest Passage, all single-handed, all  
       East to West

Ben Gray & sons Canada Idlewild Custom Buehler 57’/17.4 m 2005-06 Via the Northwest Passage, after starting far inland 
       and portaging to the sea, in a quick 329 days,
       West to East

Heidi & Wolfgang Hass Germany kanaloa Nordhavn 46 45’9”/13.9 m 2003-08 Third circumnavigation in all, second under power
        in Nordhavn 46, East to West. First production
        powerboat to circumnavigate twice

Eric & Christi Grab U.S. kosmos Nordhavn 43 43’/13.1 m 2007-09 A fairly quick circumnavigation, East to West, by 
       the youngest crew to date: thirty-somethings

c I r c u M N A v I g A t o r S
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Halfway between dana point and San diego 
the VHF crackled, “Nordhavn off my port 
bow, come in, please.” Eric and Christi Grab 

were on their Nordhavn 43, Kosmos, for a run down 
the coast just three weeks after completing their 
circumnavigation. A man on a passing sportfisher 
had recognized the make of the vessel and the boat 
itself, and said he had been following their travels 
on the couple’s blog. 

Perhaps this fan, and maybe others in the Grabs’ 
legion of readers, were drawn as much by their feat 
as by the unconventional way they went about it. 
Atypically, instead of either taking off right after col-
lege or waiting until retirement, they interrupted 
already successful careers to pursue a dream that 
would not wait until “someday.”

Their youth, in itself, is a marked contrast to 
many in the adventure-cruising community who 
are middle aged and beyond, taking to the water to 
enjoy the fruits of their labors, children happily out 
on their own. Unconventional as well is the Grabs’ 
relative inexperience. While not exactly nautical 
neophytes, they certainly did not have the ocean-

going experience of most—although not all, by any 
means—of others who have circumnavigated. Yet 
whatever they lacked in experience, they made up 
through hard work, preparation, education and 
determination.

Amazing—and perhaps unconventional as well—
is the speed with which they made their dream a 
reality. From the first seed of the idea of circumnavi-
gating to returning to their San Diego slip, a little less 
than six years elapsed, including their two-year trip 
aboard Kosmos, the Greek word for “the world.”

Their parents were healthy, there were no kids yet, 
and they knew they could return to their careers—
Eric was director of engineering at a video software 
firm and Christi owned a mortgage brokerage busi-
ness. Even though they could pull off the finances, it 
would be no easy chore breaking away for a year from 
firmly entrenched real world commitments. Once 
they decided on traveling by boat, Eric’s research 
showed that due to weather patterns and speed of 
travel, one year wasn’t going to be enough. The plan 
stretched to two.  

Christi inherited the travel bug from her dad, who 

BY ZuZANA ProchAZKA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

thirty-somethings eric and christi Grab decided 
their dream of circumnavigating simply couldn’t 
wait for middle age or beyond 

Someday is
TODAY

c I r c u M N A v I g A t o r S

Christi and Eric celebrate a happy 
ending in San diego to their round-the-

world adventure. Christi pays a visit 
to the Monkey forest Sanctuary in 

Ubud, Bali, Indonesia, upper left. yalobi 
Bay, off waya Island in fiji, provides a 

picturesque anchorage for Kosmos. the 
Miraflores lock on the panama Canal 

accommodates ships big and small.
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time for a canopy 
walk in Basse-terre, 
Guadeloupe, french 

west Indies, upper 
left. testing the 

waters in Bonaire. 
Eric plays tourist 

at the temple of 
djeser-djeseru, 
in luxor, Egypt. 
Christi takes a 

siesta at anaho Bay, 
Nuku hiva, in the 

Marquesas Islands 
of french polynesia.

joined them on three separate occasions during 
their circumnavigation. Having cared for her 
ill mother, who died at 59 without realizing her 
dreams, Christi learned the value of living in the 
present and not putting plans off.  

Eric’s family, on the other hand, was perplexed and 
concerned. They had good jobs and could buy a big 
house in the suburbs. What was wrong with them?

The misgivings disappeared, however. First, the 
couple created a blog to keep everyone updated on 
their trip. Eric’s parents actually became more en-
gaged in his life than they had been with him living 
nearby. As well, they used a time-release feature on 
their blog software, so that if they were reporting a 
particularly scary event in real time, it would only 
be posted after the fact. This way they could tell 
the truth without worrying anyone unnecessarily.
And second, when his mother took ill and Eric flew 
back to be with her, something unexpected hap-
pened. Though some in the family insisted that Eric 
and Christi return home and end their trip where 
the boat was at the time, in Port Ghalib, Egypt, his 
parents became avid supporters and insisted they 
finish, no matter what.  

One look at their comprehensive blog and it’s 
clear these two are organized down to the last 
detail. Entries include the boat, activities, food, 
plans, FAQs, resources and passages. There is a 
highlights section, annual summaries and even a 
chronological listing by month. 

Their methodical natures certainly helped as 
they formed and executed their plan. Eric had a 
28-foot Bayliner and considered moving up to a 
36-foot Carver, so he and Christi attended a boat 
show to check one out. While there, Christi noticed 
a sign on a Nordhavn 40, which read I Can Cross the 

Atlantic. “You mean the rest of these boats can’t?” 
she asked. Eric initially dismissed the boat as being 
overbuilt for what they needed, bigger than what 
they had been looking at. But as their plans evolved, 
so did his thinking.  

So, in 2003, after getting engaged, the couple 
walked into Nordhavn’s offices and announced 
that they would like to go around the world in a 
boat. Tough to imagine, somebody took these two 
seriously. Jeff Merrill, a West Coast Nordhavn sales 
representative, guided them through every step of 
preparation and touched base regularly, usually once 
a month by email, for the two years they were out.

For nearly four years they worked long hours, cut 
their expenses and researched, planned and pre-
pared. Together they took navigation, safety and 
first aid classes. They spent time with professional 
captains and diesel mechanics, and they even flew 
to Fort Lauderdale to volunteer at the Nordhavn 
Atlantic Rally where meeting Nordhavn staff and 
other owners only cemented their decision. As their 
support network grew, so did their confidence and 
determination.  

Perfect in every way

The Grabs were sold on Nordhavn because they 
trusted the Nordhavn brand and reputation for 
rugged voyaging capabilities, even given their lim-
ited experience. They chose a new boat, believing 
it would present fewer maintenance or mechan-
ical problems. And then there was the matter of 
financing—money would become available right 
at the time their new boat would be ready.  

Their Nordhavn 43 proved the perfect fit: it had the 
amenities they required, it could fit easily into most 
marinas in the world, and it was a manageable boat, 

not too small and not too big. It was just right.  
A last-minute glitch with the sale of Eric’s Bayliner 

threatened to scuttle their plans, however, the boat 
sold. The next day their rental property sold, and 
the following Monday their loan for Kosmos came 
through. Kismet? Maybe, but thorough preparation 
can be every bit as important. “The ties that bind 
you to your current life, be they family, finances, 
work or anything else, are sticky,” says Christi. “And 
you have to pry them off you to take the big step 
toward something new.”  

Departure day for Eric, 37, and Christi, 33, arrived 
April 28, 2007. Their first leg was also their long-
est, covering nearly 2,835 nautical miles in 21 days 
between San Diego and the Marquesas. Although 
they had logged 1,800 miles, it had been confined 
to the 200 miles of coastline between Ensenada, 
Mexico and the Channel Islands off the California 
coast. This was a big first step.  

Having worked until the day before departure, 
Christi found herself struggling for two of those first 
three weeks, unable to adjust from the hectic pace 
ashore. And it was rough. So rough that she pleaded 
with Eric that they stay in a hotel at their first port just 
to get away from the rocking and rolling. Fortunat-
ely, they had experienced crew aboard in the form 
of another Nordhavn owner, and upon arrival found 
that the landfall was worth the rough crossing. 

The waters of the Pacific continued to be chal-
lenging and the Grabs began to have serious doubts 
about continuing. However, they had set a goal of 
reaching Australia at which point they would decide 
whether to sell the boat or keep going.  

“That’s where I learned that seas are different 
everywhere,” says Eric. “After Australia, with the 
exceptions of the Red Sea and some bad weather, 

the crew of Kosmos learns to keep ports closed

There were tense moments in the Aeolian Islands off the Italian 
mainland. In fact, it got downright scary in the port of Scari, on the island 
of Stromboli. Arriving back at the beach at night after a hike, Eric and 
Christi found a storm had moved in and the mooring they were tied to 
was dragging kosmos toward the rocky shore. Six-foot (2-meter) swells 
made it impossible to launch their dinghy and no locals wanted any part 
of getting them out to the boat.  

A nearby sailboat, meanwhile, had broken loose from its mooring and 
drifted out to sea. Its captain, Louis, offered to swim to kosmos and help 
them if they helped him. He climbed up the mooring line to the bow and 
then helped Eric onto the swim platform. Together they discovered that 
the boat was flooding. The two automatic bilge pumps were running but 
the water was not receding. They soon found two ports that were left 
open with water pouring in. But once those were closed, the water was 
still at the same level, and the manual pump was also not working.

However, since the water level was not rising, they started the engine, 
headed into the darkness, and with the help of radar they found Louis’ 
unlit boat a few miles out. Louis boarded his boat and headed to an 
anchorage while Eric decided to try for the closest island with haul-out 
facilities. A while later, Eric was hailed again by Louis who was in trouble 
once more, so Eric took the sailboat under tow to the port of Lipari. There, 
a diver surveyed kosmos’ bottom and reported no damage to the hull, 
but Eric did discover the pumps had been clogged by a soggy box which 
had fallen into the bilge. Although the pumps were running, they were not 
actually removing the water that had flooded in through the ports.  

It was a happy ending. kosmos was fine, a sailboat had been saved 
twice, and Christi—along with their dinghy and engine—was making her 
way from Scari to Lipari aboard a passenger ferry.                                              —ZP

KoSMoS SNAPShot

Scary in Scari
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Sunsets are both 
breathtaking and 
commonplace at 

Ko Muk, thailand. 
Kosmos heads into 
San diego, ending a 
two-year voyage in 

which she visited 
30 countries and 

covered nearly 
30,000 miles.

the seas were completely different from the Pacific 
and we were able to keep going.” Christi says the 
South Pacific has the worst seas but the best land-
falls, which made it all worthwhile.  

Everything was a learning experience, and no 
more so than Down Under where the couple got 
a taste of Australia’s tough quarantine laws as they 
apply to meat. They had stocked up on some ex-
cellent beef in Vanuatu, but after learning it would 
be confiscated in Australia, Christi cooked it all up 
and froze it in individual containers.

Sorry, said the authorities, it still would have to be 
confiscated. To keep the Tupperware, could Christi 
at least microwave the portions so they could be 
loosened and put into a bag? That was OK. While 
she was doing that, another branch of officialdom 
came aboard, this time with a dog trained to sniff 
out guns and drugs. The canine, ever professional, 
went about her duties with focus, and once fin-
ished she received a “good girl” and a pat on the 
head. No longer able to contain herself, however, 
the animal lunged at the bag with the meat. She 
was unrelenting and it took several of her handlers 
to separate her from her prize and get her off the 
boat. G’day mate.  

Eric is a computer engineer and his technical 
savvy helped him during their preparation as he 
devoured information on boat systems and equip-
ment. They put over 5,000 hours on the main 
engine, 2,000 hours on the genset and about 40 
hours on the wing engine. “The systems were great 
and the preventive maintenance was basic,” says 
Eric. “If the manual said change the oil after X 
hours, I changed the oil after X hours.”  

The Grabs took on crew for passages longer than 
10 days.  Otherwise they stood four-hour watches and 
planned crossings using Visual Passage Planner 2, a 
navigation software program. Eric voted the satellite 
phone and AIS system as his critical pieces of equip-
ment; Christi leaned toward their redundant GPS sys-
tems and the washer/dryer. “We didn’t spend much 
time on life chores when we made landfall,” she says. 
“We had a watermaker, a washer/dryer, a freezer full 
of food and large fuel tanks. When we arrived some-
where, we went ashore and enjoyed it.”

The Grabs covered nearly 30,000 miles, visiting 
30 countries in two years and two days. It was a tight 
schedule and although they wished they could have 
lingered in some favorite locales like Malta and 
Bonaire, they felt they set the right pace given their 
interests and timetable. They calculated that they 
spent 28 percent of the time at sea and the rest ex-
ploring their destinations, and that was just about 
right. “We would have liked to stay a while in some 
places and make friends,” says Christi, “but when 
cruisers came by, we were never home because we 
were off doing activities ashore.”  

When they were aboard, Christi and Eric spent 
time in the master stateroom, which is equipped 
with a drop-down screen and a rear projector, and 
they watched hundreds of movies. “We used the 
boat as shelter and a vehicle,” says Eric. 

Future cruising plans loose

As of this writing, Eric and Christi’s plans were loose. 
He returned to work with his former company within 
weeks of their return to San Diego; she is working on 
the blog and formatting it into a book. Will there be 
another trip? Maybe, but it won’t be on this boat. As 
of mid-June they had Kosmos listed for sale. 

For Eric and Christi this fantastic voyage wasn’t 
so much about lessons learned; it was more about 
bolstering beliefs they already held. Among them: 
one shouldn’t live in fear of the unknown, but prep-
aration goes a long way toward avoiding reckless-
ness. As well, people are basically good and willing 
to help, that living outside your comfort zone is 
not bad, and that conventional wisdom is just 
that—conventional.

The Grabs don’t see themselves as special because 
they circumnavigated 20 to 30 years sooner than 
most or because they did it under power. Eric liked 
boats. Christi wanted to see the world.  They found 
a way to mesh the two without necessarily seeing 
the boating lifestyle as the end game. That might 
be blasphemy in the cruising community where, 
traditionally, all revolves around the boat. 

But, then, if they had thought more traditionally, they 
might be in the same slip as today, with the same view 
and the same dream of “someday.”   IV

RoUNd aNd aBoUt

Started: April 28, 2007

Ended:  May 1, 2009

Countries/territories: 30

Nautical miles: 28,930

Countries/territories visited: French 

Polynesia (Nuku Hiva, Fatu Hiva, Manihi, 

Apataki, Fakarava, Tahiti, Moorea, Tahaa, 

Bora Bora), Cook Islands (Suwarrow), 

Niue, Tonga (Vava’u), Fiji (Viti Levu, 

Vanua Levu, Waya), Vanuatu (Efate, 

Espiritu Santo), Australia (Cairns, Port 

Douglas, Lizard Island, Thursday Island), 

Indonesia (kupang, Rinca, Lubuan Bajo, 

Bali, karimata), Singapore (Sentosa), 

Malaysia (Port Dickson, Langkawi), 

Thailand (ko Muk, Phi Phi Li, Phi Phi Don, 

Phuket), India (Port Blair, Havelock), 

Maldives (Male), Oman (Salalah), Egypt 

(Port Ghalib, Suez City), Greece (Crete, 

kos, Pylos), Turkey (Bodrum), Italy 

(Siracusa, Trapani, Stromboli, Lipari, 

Rome), Monaco, France (St. Tropez, Le 

Lavandou, Porquerolles), Spain (Palma, 

Las Palmas), Gibraltar, Guadeloupe, 

Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, 

Bonaire, Panama (San Blas, Colon, 

Panama City), Costa Rica (Golfito), 

Nicaragua (San Juan Del Sur), Mexico 

(Huatulco, Ixtapa, Barra de Navidad, 

Cabo San Lucas, Ensenada).

c I r c u M N A v I g A t o r S
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Need advice? Here’s where to find useful articles to  
help you make your decision:

Why it’s a good time to buy a Nordhavn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112
Where to charter a Nordhavn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
Where to contact Nordhavn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163
Where to find other Nordhavn dreamers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166

For additional information:

Due to the semi-custom nature of its yachts, Pacific 
Asian Enterprises prefers to discuss equipment 
selection, options and pricing on a one-on-one basis. 
Using the directory on Page 163, contact the nearest 
Nordhavn sales office or visit www.nordhavn.com.

            PIck YoUR nordhavn
Nordhavn 76 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96
Nordhavn 72 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
Nordhavn 68 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98
Nordhavn 64 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99
Nordhavn 62 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Nordhavn 57* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101
Nordhavn 55 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

Nordhavn 50* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104
Nordhavn 47 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105
Nordhavn 46* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106
Nordhavn 43 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108
Nordhavn 40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109
Nordhavn 35 Coastal Pilot* . . . . . . . 110
* no longer in production

How big a boat do you need? How far do you want to cruise? 
What’s your budget? In addition to the eight new models 
featured earlier in CirCumnavigator, there is a baker’s dozen of 
Nordhavns to choose from:
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•  Sealed
•  Rugged
•  Stackable
•  Field Serviceable
•  Environmentally Tolerant
•  120 VAC/60 Hz - 230 VAC/50 Hz
•  True Sinewave Inverter/Chargers

THE COMFORTS OF HOME,
ON THE OPEN WATERS
THE COMFORTS OF HOME,
ON THE OPEN WATERS
areBetter Than Ever!

www.outbackpower.com Photo Courtesy of David J. Shuler

Concept 1, Round 1
Job Number:  NAUT_0028
PassageMaker
Dimensions:  7.25"W x 4.875"H
Color: 4C
Date Last Revised_LBoogie:  8.07.08

7.25"

4.875"

Nautica International 1500 S 66th Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33023, USA
t 954 986 1600 f 954 986 1631 nautica@nauticaintl.com www.nauticaintl.com

Over 20 years of experience in the yacht 
tender market!

The only USA manufacturer of Rigid 
Inflatable Boats

Custom made to fit your specifications

Please contact our Sales Division for 
additional information.

A word about range:

Due to the action of wind and waves and  
other variable factors, such as load, the approximate 
range shown in the specs is just that, approximate. 
Often, a reduced speed is key to extending range.
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Nordhavn 76

LoA 76 ft 3 IN/23.24 M

LWL 69 ft/21.03 M

BEAM 21 ft/6.40 M

DrAft 7 ft 8 IN/2.34 M

DISPLAcEMENt 252,000 LB/114.31 t

ENgINE DEtroIt DIESEL SErIES 60 14L

horSEPoWEr 535

fuEL (Aft Ph) 4,030 gAL/15,255 L

fuEL (fWD Ph) 4,100 gAL/15,520 L 

cruISINg SPEED 10 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE 3,200 NM

YEAr INtroDucED 2006

NuMBEr LAuNchED 13

with the rise in popularity of the “north-
west trawler”-style boat, Pacific Asian 
Enterprises set out to create a new, big 
modern passagemaker—one that fused 
a salty look with the advanced systems of 
the latest Nordhavns. The result was the 
Nordhavn 76: developed for those yachts-
men who want an aft-pilothouse yacht that 
carries its shore boats on the foredeck.

This setup also allows room for 
the crane enabling shore boats to be 
launched off either the port or starboard 
side. Based on the hull form and specifi-
cations of the Nordhavn 72, the simple 
goal of this new model was to create a 
small superyacht which was true to the 
rugged ocean-going heritage of other 
Nordhavns while at the same time stun-
ning in her elegance, fit and finish, sys-
tems and engineering.

Inside, an interior decorator was com-
missioned to up the degree of style that 
defines most mega yachts—such things 
as crown moldings, granite, leather, well-
engineered lighting, and the finest ap-
pliances. Although a little more glitzy, 
there’s no denying that a Nordhavn 
exists at the heart of this boat with its 
numerous handrails, half-inch tempered 

new level of sophistication for Nordhavn, 
and allow for semi-automatic operation 
of this feature-packed vessel by a small 
crew or even one couple.

Available with or without a bulb and 
as a twin or single-engine boat, the staff 
at PAE will work with the buyer to decide 
which configuration is right for them. 
The standard engine—whether one or 
two of them—is the Detroit Diesel series 
60 in the 535-horsepower configuration 
with its 25,000-hour life expectancy. Dry 
exhaust and keel cooling are standard as 
is the Lugger 668 wing engine.

Unlike other semi-custom yachts out 
there, the Nordhavn 76 is fundamentally 
a production boat built in molds on an 
established production schedule. And, in 
fact, the boat is so complete that—just like 
the Nordhavn 64, 68, 72 and 86—a regu-
lar options list does not exist. Standard on 
the 76 are chilled water air conditioning, 
TRAC stabilizers, bow and stern thrust-
ers, MarQuipt davit, wing engine, dry ex-
haust, two inverters, 20 batteries, windlass 
and ground tackle, and a lot more. Simply 
add your electronics package, tenders on 
deck, and personal effects and you’re 
ready to voyage the world.

glass windows, watertight doors and bulk-
heads and many other features essen-
tial for safe operation offshore. A huge 
saloon and galley, three staterooms, sep-
arate crew quarters, separate off-watch 
quarters and five heads make this boat 
ideal for an owner with a large family 
or one who enjoys entertaining many 
friends at sea. 

While clearly a boat that will most likely 
be hosting lots of people, operation of 
the boat doesn’t require an entire staff. 
The highly developed standard AC and 
DC electrical systems on the 76 achieve a 
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Nordhavn 72

LoA 72 ft 3 IN/22.02 M

LWL 65 ft/19.81 M

BEAM 21 ft/6.40 M

DrAft 7 ft 6 IN/2.29 M

DISPLAcEMENt 240,000 LB/108.86 t

ENgINE DEtroIt DIESEL SErIES 60 14L

horSEPoWEr 535

fuEL (Aft Ph) 4,030 gAL/15,255 L

fuEL (fWD Ph) 4,100 gAL/15,520 L

cruISINg SPEED 10 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE 3,000 NM

YEAr INtroDucED 2004

NuMBEr LAuNchED 3

for almost 10 years, the flagship of the 
Nordhavn line remained the revered 
62, classic in its looks and standout per-
formance. Eventually, though, it became 
apparent that—for existing Nordhavn 
owners and some new to the brand—
there was a legitimate need for a bigger, 
more luxurious yacht. 

The simple goal was not to merely 
extend the length of the then-flagship. 
Rather, it was to create a small super-
yacht: one that was true to the rugged 
ocean-going heritage of other Nord-
havns while at the same time stunning 
in her elegance, beauty, fit and finish, 
systems and engineering. The lines for 
the Nordhavn 72 were drawn and it 
became immediately evident that the 
boat would take Pacific Asian Enter-
prises to the next level.

The stylish interior is replete with 
crown moldings, granite, leather, well-
engineered lighting, soffits, flat screens, 
sound systems, the finest appliances, ex-
quisite woodworking and the like. At the 
same time, the fundamental lineage of 
Nordhavn is not forgotten. There are 
numerous handrails, half-inch tempered 
glass windows, dogged doors, watertight 

conditioning, TRAC stabilizers, bow and 
stern thrusters, MarQuipt davit, wing 
engine, dry exhaust, two inverters, 20 
batteries, windlass and ground tackle 
are standard.

When one sees this spectacular vessel, 
it’s no surprise that 18 months alone 
were spent in the tooling and mold-
building phase of the project. Hundreds 
of large and small highly polished molds 
were required to build the Nordhavn 
72 in gleaming gelcoat-finished GRP 
(fiberglass) construction. In fact, rec-
ognizing the complexity of this design, 
a 50,000-square-foot factory annex was 
built solely for the purpose of producing 
the 72 and the 76 projects. 

Climbing on board the Nordhavn 72, 
the fit, finish and refined ergonomics 
are at once appreciated. While under 
way, the boat offers a smooth ride, low 
noise levels, seakindliness and com-
fort.  Despite the Nordhavn 72’s label as 
a “production boat,” it can still be very 
much customized with décor, equipment 
and features. Although no two N72s will 
be alike, they all share the same qual-
ity, seaworthiness, factory support and 
 excellent resale value.

bulkheads and the many other features 
essential for safe operation offshore.

The Nordhavn 72 is available in 
numerous configurations, as a single- 
or twin-engine model and with either a 
conventional or bulbous bow, so a buyer 
has lots of choices to consider when put-
ting together the ideal boat.

However, the standard equipment 
list for the Nordhavn 72 is so exten-
sive that it eliminates countless hours 
of  deciding what options to include. 
There is no regular options list provided 
because features like chilled water air-
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Nordhavn 68

LoA  68 ft/20.73 M

LWL  63 ft 2 IN/19.25 M

BEAM  20 ft 4 IN/6.2 M

DrAft 7 ft 2 IN/2.18 M

DISPLAcEMENt 230,000 LB/104.3 t

ENgINE DEtroIt DIESEL SErIES 60 14L

horSEPoWEr 400

fuEL 3,136 gAL/11,871.1 L

cruISINg SPEED 8.5 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE 3,300 NM

YEAr INtroDucED 2007

NuMBEr LAuNchED 5

Catering to requests for more aft-pilot-
house designs, the engineering team de-
veloped the Nordhavn 68, which bridges 
the gap between the look and feel of the 
Nordhavn 62 and the much larger Nord-
havn 76. “There are those who have great 
affection for the aft pilothouse boat and 
we felt that there was room in between 
our 62 and 76 for such a boat,” said PAE 
president Dan Streech.

The distinct styling of the 62 has been 
a Nordhavn hallmark for more than a 
dozen years, and the Nordhavn 68 cap-
tures the essence of her smaller sister. 
Yet it incorporates the latest thinking 
in design, systems and technology, and 
packages it all into a beamier, heartier 
hull. And despite the size advantage, 
this vessel is just as easily managed by 
a cruising couple without need for cap-
tain and crew.

Stepping onto the boat, the massive 
size of the 21-foot wide expanse is im-
mediately felt. The Nordhavn 68 carries 
its beam farther aft and has a higher 
freeboard forward, thus providing 
more room on the inside. Offered in 

Located just two steps down and forward 
from the saloon/galley area, the bright 
and airy cabin offers its owners a pleas-
ant haven for an afternoon nap or good 
night’s sleep. 

Guests are treated to two luxurious 
staterooms located down a staircase just 
off the galley/saloon. Two heads—one 
en suite—are swathed in granite and the 
finest fixtures. Situated just across the 
hall from the staterooms is the roomy, 
state-of-the-art engine room with its 
6-foot-2 ceiling. Purring along is the 
400-horsepower single Detroit Diesel 
Series 60 14L engine (also available in 
twin configuration) that will drive for-
ward the 180,000-pound boat at a cruis-
ing speed of 9.5 knots. 

Like the other most recent offerings 
to the Nordhavn line—the N55, N72, 
N76 and N86—the Nordhavn 68 is filled 
with the best equipment standard includ-
ing bow and stern thrusters, air condi-
tioning, Stidd helm chairs and the top 
appliances. In fact, the boat is so feature-
packed that the company has found an 
options sheet to be unnecessary.

both an asymmetrical and dual-walk-
around layout, the huge saloon is an 
ideal gathering area for when the boat 
plays host to larger groups. Meanwhile, 
cooking for the masses is a snap in the 
big gourmet galley with such features 
as granite countertops and Sub-Zero 
appliances.

Because the Nordhavn 68 is an aft 
pilothouse model, the foredeck is open 
so there are deck hatches for lots of light 
and ventilation. This is especially notice-
able in the sumptuous master stateroom. 
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the Nordhavn 64 draws on many of the 
elements of other Nordhavn designs, but 
it is also uniquely beautiful and elegant 
in its own special way. Chief of Design 
Jeff Leishman even goes as far as calling 
her “nearly perfect.” But what makes it 
so? Space arrangement, seaworthiness, 
interior luxury and performance.

Like the 55, the 64 has an asymmetrical 
layout, with the saloon extending all the 
way to the port side of the boat. Large 
and appealing, she’s got 6 feet 6 inches 
of headroom, courtesy of the high bow 
and generous freeboard of the overall 
design (another copycat feature of the 
55). Below decks is the master stateroom, 
so vast that one would be more appropri-
ate to label it a suite. It extends nearly the 
complete width of the yacht and boasts a 
king-size bed, eight-foot wide closet and 
full-size en suite head. Two additional 
guest cabins and crew quarters aft of the 
pilothouse round out the sleeping ar-
rangements. Within the pilothouse itself 
sit two Stidd helm chairs, an expansive 
panel for electronics, and a wrap-around 
settee from which to enjoy the scenery out 

Beyond the obvious advantage of pro-
viding more volume below, the seakeep-
ing advantages of a high bow and deck 
level include extra buoyancy and shield-
ing from decks awash. Because the added 
height provides more volume below the 
cabin sole, the engine, fuel tanks and 
water tanks are positioned very low, en-
suring superior stability. 

The Nordhavn 64 is one of what PAE 
has coined its “fourth generation” de-
signs, with a major focus on sumptuous 
fabrics, rich hardwoods, high-end fix-
tures and five-star appliances.

With a waterline of just under 60 feet, 
the Nordhavn 64 has a high cruise speed 
of 10.5 knots under full load conditions. 
Her range, at lower speeds, is up to 3,500 
nautical miles.

The Nordhavn 64 is packed with superb 
equipment and features. Included in the 
base price are items such as ABT stabil-
izers, bow and stern hydraulic thrusters, 
davit with power rotation, wing engine, 
elegant fixtures, 25 kW generator, two in-
verters, air conditioning, back-up systems, 
an anchor system and much more.

the window-laden enclosure. This 360-
degree view rivals the one you’ll find up-
stairs looking out from the flying bridge 
(yet another area of the boat where you 
can lounge or entertain.) Of course, per-
haps nowhere is the space planning more 
readily felt than the 64’s engine room. 
More than six feet of headroom and 186-
square feet houses the Series 60 Detroit 
Diesel engine (there’s also a twin engine 
option) as well as the yacht’s hydraulic 
and electrical systems, wing engine, work 
bench, storage and sink.
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Nordhavn 64

LoA  64 ft/19.51 M

LWL  59 ft 2 IN/18.03 M

BEAM 20 ft 4 IN/6.2 M

DrAft 6 ft 10 IN/2.08 M

DISPLAcEMENt 201,000 LB/91.2 t

ENgINE DEtroIt DIESEL SErIES 60 14L

horSEPoWEr 400

fuEL 3,200 gAL/12,113.3 L

cruISINg SPEED 8.5 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE 3,500 NM

YEAr INtroDucED  2005

NuMBEr LAuNchED 10
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the Nordhavn 62 has been described by 
experts as “the finest ocean-going luxury 
yacht ever produced under 70 feet.” And 
she is truly Nordhavn’s venerable model, 
still going strong today. Despite being 
the second Nordhavn design ever intro-
duced, orders continue to be taken for 
her. Enjoying the benefits of a decade-
long evolution, the 62 has matured into 
a proven, timeless passagemaker that has 
achieved an impressive record of suc-
cessful ocean voyages. Capable of cruis-
ing nonstop in excess of 3,000 nautical 
miles at nine knots, it is a vessel designed 
to take her owners around the world in 
comfort, style and safety.

Compared to large, semi-displacement 
motor yachts with huge horsepower re-
quirements and complex systems that 
need constant attention, the Nordhavn 
62 gives her owners the freedom to go 
where and when they choose without the 
need of a support crew. And compared to 
even the most luxurious sailboats, the 62 
will enable the captain and his guests to 
enjoy their journey in total comfort, even 
during less-than-ideal conditions.

Pacific Asian Enterprises offers a 
number of layout arrangements that 

into the layout, furnishings and details 
of their yacht.

One of the more popular engines 
for the 62 has been Lugger’s L-6125-A, 
delivering 325 continuous horsepower. 
Built to run days on end, this engine 
is perfectly suited to the Nordhavn 62, 
which has the capacity to run 15 con-
tinuous days and nights with its stan-
dard fuel supply. Caterpillar, Cummins, 
John Deere and Mann engines have 
also been successfully installed in the 
 Nordhavn 62.

While the Nordhavn 62 is a sophis-
ticated ship designed to provide all 
the comforts of home, every effort has 
been made to keep the electrical and 
mechanical systems as simple as possible 
and to provide backup systems where 
required.

Since each Nordhavn 62 is built to the 
owner’s specifications, there is abundant 
flexibility in choosing equipment and 
accessories. The PAE staff knows how 
to design systems and what equipment 
works best. With this experience, they 
will help to personally customize each 
individual boat and turn dreams of Nord-
havns into reality.

have proven to be extremely functional 
for live-aboard use and extended cruis-
ing. In addition, the PAE design team 
will often work closely with the client 
in customizing the interior to suit the 
owner’s particular needs. A typical layout 
includes a large master stateroom, two 
guest staterooms, plus one or more state-
rooms for captain and crew. Because the 
62 is an inherently self-sufficient ship 
designed for short-handed voyaging, 
most owners run their own yachts, leav-
ing more room for family and guests. 
No two Nordhavn 62 interiors are alike, 
and most owners provide extensive input 

BUyER’S
GUIdEN62

NoRdhavN 62

www.nordhavn.com/62/overviewPROVEN AND TIMELESS

Nordhavn 62

LoA  62 ft 8 IN/19.10 M

LWL  55 ft 6 IN/16.92 M

BEAM  19 ft 4 IN/5.89 M

DrAft  6 ft 5 IN/1.96 M

DISPLAcEMENt  155,000 LB/70.31 t

ENgINE  LuggEr L-6125A

horSEPoWEr  325

fuEL  2,652 gAL/10,039 L

cruISINg SPEED  9 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE  3,000 NM

YEAr INtroDucED  1992

NuMBEr LAuNchED  37

although many bluewater purists love 
the unique commercial-looking appear-
ance of both the Nordhavn 46 and 62, 
Pacific Asian Enterprises recognized a 
demand for a more contemporary styled 
yacht. Thus was born Nordhavn 57, a 
state-of-the-art passagemaker with lines 
that will grace the world’s finest marinas 
and yacht clubs. 

Ever since the Nordhavn Atlantic Rally 
in 2004, the Nordhavn 57 has experi-
enced a resurgence in popularity, espe-
cially among Europeans falling in love 
at first sight with the modern-looking 
Nordhavn. With a range of over 3,000 
nautical miles, the 57 is designed to take 
her owner and crew wherever they desire 
in style. Beautifully handcrafted, her 
modern, contemporary look provides 
spacious, luxurious accommodations, 
yet she maintains a sense of serious de-
termination that will endear her to the 
most salty traditionalist.

The Nordhavn 57 has exceeded PAE’s 
expectations for speed and efficiency, due 
to extraordinary attention to hull design 
and a commitment to extensive tank test-
ing. A close look at its wide range of cruis-
ing speeds, coupled with its efficient fuel 

seating. Alternate plans with a second 
settee are available. The adjacent loca-
tion of the large, fully equipped galley 
is convenient for entertaining. Several 
galley layouts are available.

Access to three staterooms is through a 
stairway from the wheelhouse. The stan-
dard layout includes two staterooms with 
double berths, and a third stateroom with 
upper and lower berths. The master state-
room is located amidships and includes 
a private head with separate shower. The 
forward staterooms share another large 
head with separate stall shower.

Luxury and offshore capability are two 
qualities that stand out on the Nordhavn 
57, and they are clearly demonstrated 
everywhere in this well planned, beauti-
fully executed interior.

From her custom designed electrical 
system to the roomy 5-foot-6 engine 
room to her reliable hydraulic system 
for running stabilizers, bow thrusters, 
davits and windlasses, the Nordhavn 57 
is a large, magnificent yacht that can be 
run and managed by a couple. She can 
take her owners anywhere in the world in 
luxury and comfort for weeks—and even 
months—without land-based support.

burning rate, will clearly demonstrate that 
this boat is the embodiment of today’s 
modern long-distance cruiser.

PAE has taken luxury to a new level 
with its interior design of the 57. Because 
it incorporates a greater beam/length 
ratio, an increased volume in its hull sec-
tions and carries its beam farther aft than 
other designs, the 57 offers a significant 
increase in interior space.

The main saloon is available with a 
number of layouts. Typically, a large 
dining table and settee that seats five faces 
an entertainment center, and two large 
chairs provide additional comfortable 
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Nordhavn 57

LoA  60 ft 7 IN/18.46 M

LWL  53 ft 3 IN/16.23 M

BEAM   17 ft 7 IN/5.36 M

DrAft  6 ft 8 IN/2.03 M

DISPLAcEMENt  122,000 LB/55.34 t

ENgINE  LuggEr L-6125A

horSEPoWEr  325

fuEL  2,000 gAL/7,570 L 

cruISINg SPEED  cLoSE to 9 KNotS 

APProxIMAtE rANgE  3,000 NM

YEArS ProDucED  1996-2007

NuMBEr LAuNchED   40
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In building the Nordhavn 55, pacific 
Asian Enterprises was responding to 
a marketplace that was calling for en-
hanced styling and interior accommo-
dations. New models would be designed 
with a focus on living space and creature-
comfort features. With the Nordhavn 55, 
PAE set out to build a yacht that would 
provide a high standard of luxury but 
without sacrificing offshore capabilities. 
It did that and more—offering the in-
terior room of many well-appointed 60-
plus footers, yet with the ability to cross 
oceans and take her owners to the far 
corners of the globe.  

The Nordhavn 55’s spacious interior 
is courtesy of an asymmetrical layout. 
Outside, the wide-side deck to starboard 
still allows for trouble-free handling, and 
inside a large main saloon and galley give 
the feel of a much larger ship. One of 
the Nordhavn 55’s greatest attributes is 
its mostly unilevel design. Just one step 
separates the saloon from the galley 
and sleeping quarters. The owner’s 

simplified with controls and electronics 
within easy reach of the comfortable helm 
chair and 360-degree view. On long pas-
sages, the off-watch crew can rest in the 
pilothouse’s private stateroom complete 
with double-sized berth and head.

The lavish and relaxing setting is 
welcome even more during extended 
cruises. A range of 3,000 nautical miles at 
a comfortable speed allows plenty of time 
to settle in with a good book or favorite 
DVD. The Nordhavn 55’s waterline is 
slightly more than 50 feet, and under 
full load conditions she has an efficient 
hull speed of 9.5 knots and a 1,500-naut-
ical mile range.

Meanwhile, seakeeping abilities are 
optimum thanks to the relatively high 
bow and freeboard, which provide extra 
buoyancy and protection against blue-
water taken on during rougher condi-
tions. It’s no wonder the Nordhavn 55, 
which earned PAE its most spectacular 
launch with 23 orders taken sight unseen, 
remains extremely popular today.  

stateroom—located amidships where 
motion is least objectionable—comes 
equipped with a queen-size, walk-around 
berth, two hanging lockers and a spacious 
head with shower/bathtub. Roomy guest 
quarters with en suite head and a separate 
office (or third stateroom) are accessed 
either through the master or via a stair-
case leading from the pilothouse.

Operating the Nordhavn 55 from 
her commercial-looking pilothouse is 
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Nordhavn 55

LoA  56 ft 6 IN/17.22 M

LWL  50 ft 10 IN /15.49 M

BEAM  18 ft/5.49 M

DrAft  6 ft 6 IN/1.98 M

DISPLAcEMENt  115,000 LB/52.16 t

ENgINE  johN DEErE 6081AfM

horSEPoWEr  330 

fuEL  2,250 gAL/8,517 L

cruISINg SPEED  8.5 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE  2,700 NM

YEAr INtroDucED  2005

NuMBEr LAuNchED  43

Comprehensive electrical systems • Automatic battery chargers •

True sine wave inverters & inverter/chargers • Generators •

AGM, AGM SlimLine, Lithium Ion & gel batteries •

Isolation transformers • Automatic switching systems •

DC to DC converters • Battery isolators • Monitoring systems •

DC Distribution & Digital Switching systems

Mastervolt offers you:

• One stop shopping for all of your electrical
needs, one brand, one phone number.

• High-quality, feature rich products
constructed with durable, robust, corrosion-
resistant components designed specifically
for years of trouble-free use in the marine
environment.

• Mastervolt products integrate into easy to
operate, easily expandable, plug & play
electrical systems.

• Cutting-edge technologies including high-
frequency switch mode provide optimal,
efficient power.

• Mastervolt products meet global marine
industry standards including ABYC, UL,
Lloyds, CE, etc.

• Mastervolt’s MasterBus power management
system allows the onboard electrical power
products to communicate with each other,
to be controlled & monitored throughout
the vessel or remotely from anywhere via
SMS technology such as cell phones.

• Comprehensive worldwide service &
support.

Mastervolt Inc.
Hanover, MD USA, Phone 443.459.5370

InfoNA@Mastervolt.com
www.Mastervolt.com

THE POWER TO BE
INDEPENDENT
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the Nordhavn 50 combines a unique 
blend of seakeeping ability, surprising 
performance and modern styling. In 
doing so, she represents the best of both 
boating worlds: designed for bluewater 
voyaging off soundings, she is equally at 
home moored in the world’s most glam-
orous harbor or tied up at one’s favorite 
yacht club.

The Nordhavn 50 offers several dif-
ferent layouts. The main saloon comes 
in a standard or asymmetric wide-body 
version, the latter offering more interior 
room. Plans show a portside galley on the 
saloon level and a spacious amidships 
master stateroom with private head on 
the lower level beneath the pilothouse. 
This location offers the best motion in 
a seaway. Going forward, the owner can 
specify either one or two staterooms.

A spacious, well-equipped galley fea-
tures a separate refrigerator and freezer, 
a trash compactor and abundant storage 
and counter space.

The Nordhavn 50 has a pilothouse 
that serves as an all-weather command 
center—a focal point for navigation, 

in logical layouts for efficient use. An 
uncluttered charting area adjoining the 
helm keeps vital charts close at hand, and 
an L-shaped seating area is ideal for the 
off-watch guests.

With about five feet of headroom on 
both sides of the main power plant, the 
Nordhavn 50 engine compartment is 
where a captain doesn’t mind spending 
time. An optional, auxiliary “get-home” 
diesel engine is available in case it’s ever 
needed. 

Fuel tanks are individually-molded, 
heavy-duty fiberglass units which are 
then glassed into the vessel, creating 
added structural integrity. Fiberglass 
tanks will also last far longer than metal 
tanks. Huge inspection plates encour-
age periodic cleaning, and large baffles 
reduce sloshing of fuel while at sea. A 
simple-to-use fuel management system 
takes the guesswork out of which tank is 
being used and permits on-the-run fuel 
filter changing. Well insulated, the loud-
est sounds one hears on a Nordhavn 50 
are often nothing more than wind and 
water.

communications, maneuvering and 
operations oversight. Protected from 
the weather by half-inch tempered glass 
windows, the Nordhavn 50 skipper has a 
virtually uninterrupted view of the waters 
all around the vessel. Heavy fiberglass 
doors on both sides allow quick access 
to the Portuguese bridge or the side 
decks for a quick trip to the aft cockpit. 
A wide selection of flush-mount naviga-
tion and communications components, 
as well as ship systems monitors and con-
trols, can be mounted on the console 
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Nordhavn 50

LoA  51 ft 2 IN/15.60 M

LWL  44 ft 2 IN/13.46 M

BEAM  16 ft 0 IN/4.88 M

DrAft  5 ft 8 IN/1.73 M

DISPLAcEMENt  80,000 LB/36.29 t

ENgINE  LuggEr L-6108A

horSEPoWEr  300 hP

fuEL  1,320 gAL/4,997 L

cruISINg SPEED  8 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE  2,800 NM

YEArS ProDucED  1996-2005

NuMBEr LAuNchED  29

the Nordhavn 47 was inspired by the 
success of the N40’s celebrated Around 
the World Voyage, and this popular 
member of the PAE family has since gone 
on to make numerous impressive ocean 
passages herself including passages of 
both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

PAE’s current thinking in hull form, 
construction details and interior space 
planning are reflected in the Nordhavn 
47. Cruising efficiently at eight to nine 
knots, she has a range of about 3,000 
nautical miles. At full load, this rugged 
ship displaces 85,000 pounds and will 
carry enough stores, water and fuel for 
weeks of self-sufficient cruising.

At first glance, the Nordhavn 47 is 
a very large 47-foot boat, and with her 
high bow and broad beam she dwarfs 
60-footers berthed next to her. This 
proud bow, reminiscent of West Coast 
fishing trawlers, will punch through 
heavy head seas with a reserve buoyancy 
that builds confidence in even inexperi-
enced captains. Her stout construction, 
heavy-duty hardware, commercial grade 
machinery and ship-like design all work 

changes and the new stuff fails to fit the 
old holes, a new face panel can be made 
inexpensively and dropped into place.

The main saloon has two seating areas, 
each of which can become an overnight 
berth. A heavy-duty Dutch door opens 
to the aft cockpit, creating an expanded 
living area in fair weather. The galley was 
designed to rival gourmet kitchens in the 
finest homes, with top-of-the-line appli-
ances and granite countertops.

The standard layout features two large 
staterooms and two heads. The owner’s 
room is amidships, where the least pitch-
ing motion is experienced and where 
anchor chain noise is at a minimum. 
The guest stateroom is so spacious and 
comfortable, it is often mistaken for the 
owner’s room. With a double berth to 
port and a full sized desk to starboard, 
it can serve many needs.

A honeycomb material called Nida-
core is used in bulkheads and deck 
beams to help make machinery noise 
barely noticeable. The N47’s walk-in, 
stand-up engine room is well organized, 
bright and uncluttered.

in perfect harmony to create an extra-
ordinary vessel that can take her owners 
anywhere in safety and comfort.

Throughout this roomy boat, there is 6 
feet 6 inches of headroom or more. Even 
the engine room has 6 feet 2 inches of 
headroom. With a beam of 16 feet, her 
interior volume is enormous. The spec-
tacular pilothouse is large enough to host 
six people, and it has its own wet locker. 
There is room for a comfortable helm 
chair. Excellent design has gone into the 
electronics panel. If the instrumentation 
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Nordhavn 47

LoA  47 ft 8 IN/14.53 M

LWL  43 ft 4 IN/13.21 M

BEAM  16 ft 1 IN/4.90 M

DrAft  5 ft 11 IN/1.80 M

DISPLAcEMENt  85,000 LB/38.56 t

ENgINE  LuggEr L1066t.2

horSEPoWEr  165 hP

fuEL  1,470 gAL/5,564 L

cruISINg SPEED  8-9 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE  3,000 NM

YEAr INtroDucED  2002

NuMBEr LAuNchED  59
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from the beginning, the Nordhavn 46 
has stood out from all other “trawler 
yachts.” Nothing on the market could 
compare with its offshore ability, eco-
nomical operation and luxurious accom-
modations. After a production run of 
some 15 years, the Nordhavn 46 has con-
tinued its position of prominence. 

In early 2007, a 46 became the first 
Nordhavn—and one of only a few produc-
tion powerboats—to round Cape Horn. 
Such journeys grew to be commonplace 
for Nordhavn 46s, and as their owners 
cruised the world they inspired  hundreds 
of innovative refinements to the model. 
Interior layout details were finessed to 
increase the boat’s level of comfort and 
convenience. Superior systems were de-
veloped and engineered for improved 
dependability and performance. 

Detail after detail, the Nordhavn 46 
has enjoyed the benefits of its popularity 
among cruisers who collectively helped 
to make each one a better, more refined 
version of the original.

Later models benefited from new 
materials like fiberglass fuel tanks, vinyl 
ester resins and Divinycell cores used to 
increase life expectancy of components. 
Engine room sound insulation materials 

and an easy-to-see, custom designed AC/
DC distribution panel is installed in the 
wheelhouse. A heavy-duty inverter system 
is now standard, as is a foolproof charging 
system for all battery banks. 

The Nordhavn’s serious, capable 
look on the outside is carried through 
on the inside with a layout designed to 
provide both comfort and safety at sea. 
All windows are extra-heavy, tempered 
glass, and all window and doorframes 
are built to withstand boarding seas. Non-
skid steps with night lighting add a nice 
touch, and rounded corners on furniture 
and cabinets show extra thought. The 
wheelhouse is located where sea motion 
is minimized, its wrap-around windows 
and angled equipment console providing 
excellent visibility for driving the boat.

Overall, the Nordhavn’s interior strikes 
a fine balance between luxury and func-
tionality. Two staterooms, two heads, a 
spacious galley and lots of storage pro-
vide ideal accommodations for overnight 
cruises and beyond. The 46’s engine 
room is designed to encourage routine 
maintenance and frequent inspection of 
machinery and systems. Neat, organized, 
well lighted and with room to work, it pro-
vides a safe, welcoming environment.

were upgraded; new, quieter mufflers 
were used; and even engine air intakes 
were designed to be quieter. The dry ex-
haust system was suspended to mechan-
ically isolate it from the rest of the boat, 
and by extending it to the top of the mast, 
the exhaust became quieter and cleaner. 
Fine-tuning the prop specifications re-
sulted in a more efficient, quieter ride 
at all speeds.

And because today’s modern cruis-
ing vessel depends more and more on 
electrical accessories and appliances, the 
Nordhavn 46’s electrical system under-
went a series of upgrades. All wiring is 
done with fully tinned, marine grade wire, 

BUyER’S
GUIdEN46

NoRdhavN 46

www.nordhavn.com/46/overviewTHE ORIGINAL NORDHAVN

Nordhavn 46

LoA  45 ft 9 IN/13.94 M

LWL  38 ft 4 IN/11.68 M

BEAM  15 ft 5 IN/4.70 M

DrAft  5 ft 5 IN/1.65 M

DISPLAcEMENt  60,000 LB/27.22 t

ENgINE  LuggEr L-688D

horSEPoWEr  105

fuEL  1,000 gAL/3,785 L

cruISINg SPEED  6-7 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE  2,800 NM

YEArS ProDucED  1989-2004

NuMBEr LAuNchED  82

Clean fuel for  
sustainable savings

Order your fuel oil purifier today for smooth sailing.

90% of diesel engine problems stem from contaminated  
fuel resulting in damaged injectors and injection pumps.

Benefits:
• Easy to install, operate and maintain

• Takes up only 1 square foot of space

•  Reduce replacement filter costs and disposal handling

•  Removal of water for reliable fuel and reduction of  
bacteria that clogs filters

•  Throughput capacity up to 200 gallons per hour

For more information, contact Noreen Comerford at  
+1 215 443 4021 or noreen.comerford@alfalaval.com.
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So far as anyone knows, none of the doz-
ens of purchasers of Nordhavn 55s to 
date woke up on a particular morning 
with a flash of inspiration that he/she 
should phone PAE at 9 a.m. and order 
one. In fact, all had prior experience on 
the water and well-developed ideas about 
what they wanted in their next boat long 
before they came to the Nordhavn 55.

Most started by looking at other 
brands, probably because at first glance 
they seemed to be cheaper. Many boats 
from other builders do have lower sticker 
prices, but it soon becomes apparent 

Lowie and David Bock, of Torrington, 
Connecticut, and Aventura, Florida said, 
“Many years ago we decided that we would 
retire on a passagemaker. Prior to commit-
ting to a Nordhavn we spent considerable 
time evaluating the alternatives. There 
really are few production boats that meet 
the requirements of a circumnavigator, 
and we were reluctant to settle for the risks 
of a one-off design. Every boat we looked 
at brought us back to Nordhavn, but we 
weren’t excited by the design/layout of 
the existing Nordhavn line. We kept going 
back to Nordhavn because they have a line 
of proven passagemakers, and the unani-
mous reports from owners of company 
support for their boats – even second and 
third owners getting excellent company 
support. When (PAE sales representative) 
Ray Danet showed us the preliminary 
design for the 55, it seemed just right for 
us, and within an hour we signed a letter 
of intent, the first to commit!”
   

that “cheaper” has a couple of connota-
tions, only one of them positive: Almost 
every buyer singled out four factors that 
brought them to their purchase of a Nor-
dhavn 55: 
1) the reputation of PAE as a “good” com-

pany to deal  with;     
2) the remarkable amount of space 

aboard the 55;
3) the proven seaworthiness of Nordhavn 

boats; and 
4) the inescapable conclusion that they 

would be getting a lot more boat for 
the money.

What the owners 
are saying BY GARRETT LAMBERT

thenewestnordhavns
nordhavn 55

CN2_08-21.indd   18 9/12/05   9:31:37 AM
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paE took its Nordhavn 40 around the 
world to prove the seakeeping abilities 
of the boat, and at the same time ex-
plore ways to refine all the designs in the 
line. The result of research from that mo-
mentous journey is the Nordhavn 43: a 
full-displacement passagemaker that in-
corporates the popular features of larger 
Nordhavns in a smaller, less-expensive 
vessel designed for easy handling. 

Since crew comfort—whether on 
deck or below—is one of the most im-
portant and often-overlooked facets of 
long-range cruising, PAE paid special 
attention to modifications that make 
onboard living pleasant in any climate. 
That’s why key accommodations on the 
Nordhavn 43 were moved out of the 
places where pitching and noise can be 
extreme. Hence, the owner’s cabin is 
amidships and guest accommodations 
fairly far aft. A second guest head and 
stall shower are located forward. 

The huge wheelhouse allows adequate 
space for a large helm chair and a 6-foot 
4-inch settee and pilot berth. And the 
spacious saloon settees not only provide 

tenders up to 12 feet 6 inches with addi-
tional room for kayaks or water toys. And 
for the most serious cruises, an additional 
five-cubic-foot top-loading freezer is in-
cluded opposite the galley. 

Despite the roominess on board, the 
43 is meant to be easily handled by a 
cruising couple alone. On-deck features 
typical of the Nordhavn line have been 
added with long-range, short-handed 
cruising in mind such as the raised an-
choring platform with a Maxwell 3500 
windlass and a heavy-duty double bow 
roller. 

The 43 offers great range by deliv-
ering 1,200 gallons of fuel from molded 
fiberglass fuel tanks to a central supply 
reservoir. The proven Lugger L1066T 
powering the Nordhavn 43 has been 
fitted with a ZF 220 transmission with 
a 3.79 to 1 reduction gear which spins 
a 2 ¼-inch Aqualoy shaft and 34-inch 
four-bladed bronze propeller. That re-
duction significantly increases efficiency 
and reduces noise. At a cruising speed, 
the Nordhavn 43 has an approximate 
range of 2,800 nautical miles.

comfortable lounging space for up to 
eight people, they also can be used as 
extra berths.

In addition to ample quarters for a 
number of guests, the Nordhavn 43 is 
outfitted with enough storage space to 
stow provisions needed for long voyages. 
Beneath the pilothouse settee are full-size 
chart drawers and added storage space. 
Locker space abounds in the galley, and 
beneath the port and starboard settees 
in the saloon is space for months of sup-
plies. The boat deck accommodates 
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Nordhavn 43

LoA  43 ft /13.1 M

LWL  38 ft 4 IN /11.68 M

BEAM  14 ft 10 IN/4.52 M

DrAft  5 ft 3 IN/1.60 M

DISPLAcEMENt  60,010 LB/27.22 t

ENgINE  LuggEr L1066t 

horSEPoWEr  165

fuEL  1,200 gAL/4,542 L

cruISINg SPEED  7-8 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE  2,800 NM

YEAr INtroDucED  2004

NuMBEr LAuNchED  40

from the start, the Nordhavn 40 turned 
the heads of many with her impressive 
range and seakindliness. With 45 hulls 
sold, she has established herself as the 
most capable ship of her size, with both a 
circumnavigation and an Atlantic cross-
ing under her belt. Although the Nord-
havn 40 was a proven winner, PAE set out 
to refine her and keep her at the top of 
her game. 

Moving the molds from the Pacific Se-
acraft factory in California to the South 
Coast yard in China not only allowed the 
company to moderate costs, it raised the 
level of fit and finish in keeping with the 
rest of the Nordhavn line. As a result, the 
company has gone on to sell 25 of the 
Mark II version of the Nordhavn 40. 

Intended as the ideal cruiser for a 
couple, the Nordhavn 40 is capable of 
taking her owners and two guests around 
the world safely, economically and com-
fortably. An owner’s stateroom forward 
with queen berth and guest stateroom to 
port, head with standup shower, comfort-
able saloon and surprisingly roomy pilot-
house with off-watch berth offer enough 

tough ship is designed to punch through 
heavy head seas without hesitation and to 
track down swell as if on rails. Her high 
bow provides extraordinary buoyancy and 
contributes to her dry ride. Beneath the 
surface, her forefoot of moderate depth 
eliminates pounding and helps provide 
a smooth, gentle motion. Her long keel 
with a large, protected rudder keeps her 
going exactly where she’s pointed.

The 40/II is essentially the same boat as 
the Mark 1 version. Now, however, there 
are standard granite countertops in the 
head and galley, higher quality teak with 
enough varnish to fill the grain resulting 
in a perfect finish, a superior class of ex-
terior stainless including a new stainless 
rub rail, and a redesigned hull/deck joint 
that accomplishes a precision fit. 

The most obvious change, though, is 
with the pilothouse and saloon windows 
that were enlarged and fitted with half-
inch thick tempered glass for more visi-
bility, more light and more durability.

The Nordhavn 40’s capabilities will be 
appreciated whether crossing oceans or 
on coastal cruises.

space that passengers don’t feel cramped 
on extended voyages. 

Inspired by salty commercial fishing 
vessels, the Nordhavn 40’s modest size 
does not limit her incredible, nonstop 
cruising range. Thanks to a highly effi-
cient, full-displacement hull design and a 
fuel capacity of over 900 gallons, a heav-
ily loaded N40 ready for ocean crossing 
will cover more than 2,400 nautical miles 
at seven knots.

More important than her range is her 
impressive seakeeping ability. This stout, 
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Nordhavn 40

LoA  39 ft 9 IN/12.12 M

LWL  35 ft 5 IN/10.8 M

BEAM  14 ft 6 IN/4.42 M

DrAft  5 ft 2 IN/1.57 M

DISPLAcEMENt  50,000 LB/22.68 t

ENgINE  LuggEr L1066t

horSEPoWEr  165

fuEL  920 gAL/3,483 L

cruISINg SPEED  6-7 KNotS

EStIMAtED rANgE  2,800 NM

YEAr INtroDucED  1998 N40, 2004 N40II

NuMBEr LAuNchED  45 N40, 25 N40/II
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with the dawning of the new millennium, 
there was growing popularity of trawler-
styled yachts that reach speeds in the  
12- to 15-knot range—a natural out-
growth of the increasing demands of 
today’s busy lifestyles. So, with its ability 
to spot market trends, PAE introduced 
the Nordhavn Coastal Pilot 35 in 2000. 
However, the 35 was unlike other avail-
able semi-displacement coastal boats, as 
PAE raised the bar for seakeeping per-
formance of moderately fast coastal pas-
sagemakers. This vessel’s only limitation 
is the result of its fuel-carrying capacity (a 
still generous 590 gallons), not its ability 
to handle rough seas and heavy winds.

Since in reality most passagemakers 
are run by a couple with only occasional 
overnight guests, the Coastal Pilot 35 was 
designed to provide two people with com-
fortable, spacious accommodations. 

Highlights of the 35’s inviting interior 
are the one large, private stateroom; one 
household-sized head with a stall shower; a 
workable, fully equipped galley; a spacious 
saloon with a dining table for four; and a 

Since most of today’s cruising is done 
well within 300 to 400 miles of fuel stops, 
the 35 has been designed for a range of 
400 nautical miles at its top speed, but 
with a generous 900 miles at a comfort-
able eight knots. Throttle back to seven 
knots, and the range climbs to over 2,000 
miles, giving her owner a wide variety of 
options. If threatening weather or time 
deadlines require a quick transit, the 35 
can get up and go. But when sea con-
ditions dictate slowing down or when 
schedules allow, the 590-gallon fuel cap-
acity provides ranges approaching those 
of her full-displacement sister ships.

With an overall height from keel to 
cabin of less than 13 feet 6 inches, she 
can be cost-effectively moved over land. 
That means a summer cruise to Glacier 
Bay, Alaska, can be followed by a winter 
spent exploring the Bahamas.

With the 35 Coastal Pilot, PAE’s 
 passion for building exceptionally sea-
worthy vessels is brought to the world 
of semi-displacement, moderately fast 
motor yachts.   IV

helm seat built for two. This boat is at once 
friendly, cozy and serious in purpose. To 
sailors used to being “below,” it is spacious, 
airy and full of natural light. To those fam-
iliar with the ubiquitous “teaky trawlers,” 
it represents a refreshing approach that 
combines low maintenance practicalities 
with the romance of salty, workboat esthet-
ics. Like all Nordhavns, the 35 represents 
a perfect balance of form and function 
designed by those who have spent a good 
part of their lives at sea.
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Nordhavn 35

LoA    35 ft 4.75 IN / 10.79 M

LWL    33 ft 4 IN / 10.16 M

BEAM    13 ft 2 IN / 4.01 M

DrAft     3 ft 9 IN / 1.14 M

DISPLAcEMENt    23,000 LB / 8.58 t

ENgINE     YANMAr 6LYA StE

horSEPoWEr     370 hP

fuEL     590 gAL / 2233.41 L

cruISINg SPEED    9 KNotS

APProxIMAtE rANgE  1,600 NM

YEArS ProDucED   2000-2004 

NuMBEr LAuNchED     23

When you’re cruising on a yacht or sport boat, worrying about
your propulsion or generator is the last thing you want to do.
That’s why the Nordhavn 55 relies on an electronically controlled
John Deere PowerTech™ 6081AFM75 engine, and why John Deere
has been powering Nordhavn craft since 2001. Available in a
range of 75 to 750 hp, John Deere PowerTech marine engines are
quiet, reliable, fuel-efficient, and backed by a company you can
count on for service and support — no matter where you explore.
For worldwide parts and service, visit www.JohnDeere.com/dealer.

www.cascadeengine.com www.JohnDeere.com

Cruise with confidence.

JDPS9001_Cascade_Marine_Ad_7x4-9375.qxd  7/6/09  1:29 PM  Page 1
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T he economic crisis of 2008-09 
is unprecedented, a dizzying 
downturn unlike any since 

America’s Great Depression 80 years 
ago. Giant companies failed, housing 
prices plummeted, government bail-
outs mushroomed, and a worldwide 
credit crunch crippled businesses 
and individuals alike. Stock prices 
fell precipitously, Wall Street icons 
filed for bankruptcy, and consumers 
everywhere cut spending to the bone. 
Builders of celebrated yachting brands 
such as Hatteras, Bertram, Viking, and 
Hinckley, to name a few, laid off most 
of their employees as orders for new 
yachts dried up.

Luxuries such as yachts are among 

Despite the economy, times have never been better to 
buy a Nordhavn, says PAE president Dan Streech

It is the 
worst of tImes,

it is the 
best of tImes

thE CIRCUMNavIGatoR Q&a

the first casualties in any recession, 
yet CirCumnavigator editors found the 
atmosphere at Pacific Asian Enter-
prises, Inc. in Dana Point, California, 
decidedly upbeat when we interviewed 
PAE president Dan Streech. Phones 
were ringing, employees had a snap 
in their step, new yachts were being 
designed and commissioned and sea-
trialed, and deals were being done. 
Streech was bristling with energy and 
optimism when we sat down to ask him 
the hard questions led by Milt Baker, 
senior contributing editor.

To be sure, PAE is unique. A 
privately-held corporation, it was 
founded in 1978 and, while its three 
owners—Streech, vice-president Jim 

Leishman, and chief designer Jeff 
Leishman—may have corporate titles, 
they consider themselves boatbuilders 
first. In fact, these hands-on owners 
have been designing, building and 
selling yachts from the time they were 
in their 20s and together they have 
close to 100 years of boatbuilding ex-
perience. Two of the three are broth-
ers and seen together all three seem 
more like family than business part-
ners.  Indeed, PAE has a distinct family 
feel—14 per cent of its employees are 
relatives of the owners.

The company built more than 200 
of its respected Mason sailing yachts 
in the 1970s and 80s before setting a 
new course when PAE delivered its 
first motor yacht, a Nordhavn 46. That 
was over 20 years ago. Today nearly 
500 Nordhavns from 35 to 86 feet are 
cruising the world’s oceans, and the 
latest tooling for the largest Nordhavn 
ever—a 120-footer—is nearing com-
pletion in China. The first in a line of 
new 75-foot expedition sportfishing 
yachts and the first in another new 
line, the company’s 56-foot motor-
sailer, were also delivered during 
2009.

Yet it’s not all roses at PAE. The re-
cession hit the company head-on, and 
every PAE employee feels it. Thanks to 
the popularity of its Nordhavn yachts, 
the company entered the recession at 
the end of 2008 with a full pipeline—
the entire production capacity of its 
two partner factories in Asia was sold 
out well into 2009. However, as world 
economic conditions darkened, new 
orders for Nordhavns slowed dramat-
ically. The numbers are sobering: in 
the first six months of 2009 PAE sold 
10 new boats, while in the same period 
a year earlier the company had sold 
20. With the new economic realities, 
Streech and his partners faced a host 
of new challenges. 

And that’s exactly what we wanted 
to talk about in our interview with Dan 
Streech.

First, what is it that makes PAE 
different from other boatbuilders?

To start with, we have a great brand 
in Nordhavn, and as a company we 
work hard to make every Nordhavn 
yacht better than those that came 
before it.  The company is right-sized: 
small enough to be quick, nimble 
and smart, yet large enough to bring 

many economies of scale to bear 
in the process of designing, build-
ing and delivering our yachts. While 
many boatbuilding companies are 
corporately owned and carry a lot of 
debt, a combination that can create a 
stranglehold, we’re fundamentally a 
debt-free company. PAE is a corpora-
tion, but it’s wholly owned by three 
career boatbuilders: Jim, Jeff and 
myself. We don’t answer to corpor-
ate boards, bean counters, banks, or 
other masters—we make our own 
decisions. Building boats is our life’s 
work, what we love to do.  It’s what 
we’ve chosen to do with our lives for 
the past 30 years, and it’s the only busi-
ness interest any of us have. Period. 
Our experience doing this has allowed 
us to develop a certain kind of wisdom 
and a skill set that helps us avoid the 
common pitfalls of the boat business. 
We have a very close, longstanding 
and mutually beneficial partnership 
with our two Chinese factories, and 
they build nothing but Nordhavns. 
In short, we believe we’ve seen it all, 
and we’ve learned a lot.  It’s why we’ve 
managed to remain successful, both in 
good economic times and bad. 

Are there any plusses in this recession 
for PAE?

 Actually there are. Several. Nobody 
likes to see a downturn of this magni-
tude, but while other builders have 
been pulling back, closing factor-
ies, or failing, we have been busy de-
signing, developing, building and 
introducing new models. We’ve used 
the time to upgrade our work force 
and talent by hiring the best and the 
brightest from other companies.  In 
other words, we’ve taken advantage 
of the downturn to strengthen our 
company’s human resources and our 
Nordhavn brand. Another plus is that 
the strong survive and the weakest of 
the boatbuilding companies tend to 
go away in conditions like those we’ve 

paE co-founder dan Streech says opportun-
ities are limited to those who move ahead 
and take advantage of them today rather than 
tomorrow. PH
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experienced since the end of 
2008, leaving more market share 
for PAE.

Does the economic downturn 
offer opportunities for Nordhavn 
buyers?

Definitely. Because our pipeline 
is not full up right now, we’re 
hungry to build yachts and keep 
our factories running, so this is 
a great time to buy a new Nord-
havn. Not only can we offer a 
better deal, but we can offer a lot 
we couldn’t offer before: we can 
deliver a new boat sooner than 
we’ve been able to in years, for 
example. Our salesmen and pro-
ject managers—and Jim, Jeff and 
I—can really focus on what a cus-
tomer wants and we can make it 
happen. Quickly! We have a lot 
more flexibility to do custom work 
right now because our factories 
are not operating at top capacity. 
If you want a larger galley in your 
new boat, for example, we can make 
that happen. A larger engine. An addi-
tional generator. A high-gloss finish 
on the interior. An outside teak deck. 
Because we have so much more flex-
ibility now we can come a lot closer to 
building you the perfect boat. We’re 
also much quicker to take a trade-in, 
structure a deal differently, or focus 
on anything else a serious buyer might 
have in mind. Anything!

When the economy comes back, 
and I’m convinced that’s going to be 
sooner rather than later, that won’t be 
the case. The order book and pipe-
line will fill right back up, the delivery 
times will move farther out, and we 
simply won’t have the same ability to 
give customers everything they want. 
And, of course, when demand is high, 
prices tend to be higher too.  

What about someone who wants to 
buy on credit?

Cash is king, and for those who have 
the cash this is a great time to get a 

great new Nordhavn. But for 
those who have excellent credit, 
from what we see there’s plenty of 
money available for loans as well. 
A qualified buyer with a substan-
tial down payment can probably 
expect a long-term fixed-interest 
loan at just under seven per cent.  

What about the minuses of the 
current economic conditions for 
PAE?

We’ve seen our once proud order 
book shrink to less than half 
of what it was a year ago, partly 
from cancellations and defaults 
by buyers—but mostly because 
we’ve been building, shipping, 
and delivering the boats faster 
than we have been receiving 
orders. When you’re not selling 
as many new boats and not taking 
as many deposits, cash flow slows. 
We remain fundamentally debt 
free and intend to stay that way, 
but less cash coming in the door 

means doing more with less. PAE’s 
three owners have taken a 33.3-per-
cent cut in pay, and every other PAE 
employee has taken a 10-per-cent re-
duction in pay. We have asked our 
partner factories to help us shoulder 
the burden, and they’re carrying their 
share of the load.  We’re also asking 
our vendors—those great compan-
ies who make all the equipment on 
every Nordhavn—to lend a hand as 
well with better pricing, and they have 
risen to the challenge. In addition, 
we’re tightening our belts and cut-
ting overhead where it hurts the least. 
Everyone recognizes that these are 
extraordinary times, and we also rec-
ognize that pulling together is what it 
takes.  

The good news is that PAE has 
proven to be healthier and more re-
silient than any company we know of 
in the boat business.  We know of no 
other boat building company we’d like 
to trade places with.  

We have about 90 people working 
directly for PAE in the U.S., Europe and 

Australia, 300 at the Ta Shing factory 
in Taiwan, and 650 at the South Coast 
Marine factory in China. That’s well 
over 1,000 people depending on us. 

You said that PAE is essentially debt 
free.  What does that mean?

It means that the company has zero 
long-term debt, which is one of our 
key operating principles. It also means 
that our partner factories, one in 
China and one in Taiwan, have zero 
long-term debt. We do have a revolv-
ing line of credit with a local Califor-
nia bank, but we use that much like 
you’d use a credit card: use it routinely 
for relatively small purchases and pay 
it off regularly. Not having heavy debt 
strengthens PAE’s hand. It gives us op-
tions and opportunities that heavily 
leveraged boatbuilders just don’t have.  

It’s easy to jump to the conclusion 
that cash flow issues are the same as 
profit issues, but they are almost com-
pletely disconnected from each other. 
You can be losing money with a pot 
full of cash, or making money when 
cash flow is tight. There’s always the 
specter of the old classic boatbuild-
ing hustle where a company is living 
off people’s deposits and consuming 
them and then needs another deposit 
to finish the next boat. That has never 
happened at PAE and it never will. 
But it happens elsewhere with some 
regularity.

We expect buyers to do their due 
diligence on PAE, and that’s where we 
shine. They talk to other Nordhavn 
buyers who say they’ve never lost a 
penny with us. Customers who check 
our credit ratings, our Dun & Brad-
street, see with their own eyes that PAE 
is a sound company with excellent rat-
ings. Our longevity counts for a lot!

So when someone negotiates his 
best deal and is ready to sign on the 
dotted line to order a new Nordhavn, 
how does it work?

There are several ways to structure 
the purchase process depending on 

Product Profile: Premium Grade Carpet UnderLayment

Your Nordhavn Yacht has the ability to cruise to the most
remote parts of the world to find adventure, solitude or
whatever else you seek.  The use of Soundown Premium
Carpet Underlayment will ensure that you never have to
leave peace and quiet behind.  

Soundown Premium Grade Carpet Underlayment can be
installed on new builds or as a refit on existing vessels
to reduce engine and generator noise
and increase privacy. 

16 Broadway   Salem, MA   01970    (800)-359-1036 ph.    sales@soundown.com
3005 SW 2nd Ave, Ste 102    Ft. Lauderdale, FL     33315   (954) 761-9188 ph.

. . . ..

Your Nordhavn Yacht has the ability to cruise to the most
remote parts of the world to find adventure, solitude or
whatever else you seek.  The use of Soundown Premium
Carpet Underlayment will ensure that you never have to
leave peace and quiet behind.  

Soundown Premium Grade Carpet Underlayment can be
installed on new builds or as a refit on existing vessels
to reduce engine and generator noise
and increase privacy. 
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•  Trawler Fest is a three-day learning opportunity and
first-rate boat show

•  PassageMaker University offers “hands on” two-day
courses that provide the latest information—even for
the experienced cruiser

•  Share your boating interests with fellow 
cruisers and meet the industry professionals

•  Locations include Fort Lauderdale, Florida;
San Diego, California; Anacortes, Washington;
Greenport, New York; & Solomons, Maryland

•  The most respected marine magazine devoted to the Trawler 
and Ocean Motorboat market 

•  Focusing on the boats, the people, and the cruising-under-
power lifestyle

•  A leading international resource for boaters for over 14 years
•  Our readers look to PassageMaker Magazine for everything 

boating related
•  Published in print and in digital formats
•  Subscribe online and save up to 63% off the newsstand 

cover price!

The site where readers, event attendees, boaters, and industry members can connect.
•  Web Exclusive feature articles 
•  Web Extra articles that extend from articles in the latest

issue of PassageMaker Magazine
•  Archived E-newsletter articles 
•  Message boards, chat rooms, and group pages 
•  Editor and member blogs 
•  Back issue archives 
•  Search function to search articles/online content 
•  Video Trawler Tips 
•  Online News and Notes 
•  Marina Life Concierge Club

PassageMaker offers THREE distinct ways for you to get involved 
in the cruising-under-power community

www.passagemaker.com

The Magazine

The Website

The Events
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the buyer’s circumstances, but 
the “typical” path is as follows: At 
the point that a buyer is ready to 
tie up a production spot, he may 
do so with a letter of intent (LOI) 
and a $10,000 fully refundable de-
posit. Once the contract is negoti-
ated, a 10 per cent deposit is due. 
A second 10 per cent deposit pay-
ment is due when the boat begins 
construction. What is called the 
“shipping payment” is due when 
the boat is complete at the fac-
tory and scheduled for shipment. 
The shipping payment is 75 per 
cent of the purchase price. The 
last payment of five per cent is due 
upon final delivery of the boat 
after commissioning and buyer’s 
acceptance.

What happens to the buyer if his 
boat is damaged or destroyed 
while it’s being built or delivered?

When someone orders a new 
Nordhavn, everything destined 
for the new yacht is insured, A-to-Z.  
PAE has a very large umbrella policy 
with a top-rated insurer to cover it all: 
the parts ordered and shipped to our 
factories, the molds, the hull and deck 
and other parts once they’re molded, 
and everything built and installed 
in the yacht as it goes through the 
building process.  
In the event of a fire, an earthquake, 
a typhoon, if a partially completed 
yacht is destroyed or damaged, it’s 
all covered by our insurance.  Even 
if the new yacht were to be lost on 
the delivery from the factory to 
the commissioning site or during 
commissioning, the loss would be fully 
covered by insurance.  In short, no 
matter what happens the customer 
will not lose out and neither will the 
company.

How have Nordhavns stood up on 
the used market?

A heck of a lot better than the stock 
market. (Chuckles.)  There’s no 

denying that, like any other yacht, 
a Nordhavn is a depreciating 
asset.  But from January 2008 
to February 2009, the Dow lost 
about 46 per cent and real estate 
losses were about 30 per cent.  
A typical late-model Nordhavn 
might have gone down as much 
as 20 per cent in value in the 
same time period. Where would 
you rather have had your money?  

What is the immediate outlook 
for PAE? And what's the bottom 
line for  people who are thinking 
of buying a Nordhavn?

I see us with the throttle down the 
whole time: team intact, factories 
intact, contingency plans in place 
but never used, coming out on 
the other side of this an even 
more viable, stronger company, 
positioned for growth. 

There’s no question that 
business is down for PAE right 
now, but it’s not down for us to 

the same degree it is for most other 
boatbuilders. Our dip has been less 
severe going in, and all the signs tell 
me that we’ll be among the first to fill 
up the order book again on the other 
side of this.

Over the past year there’s been no 
compelling reason to buy because a 
buyer could wait a week or two and 
maybe see a lower price. Once it’s 
generally accepted that the bottom 
has been reached, a lot of people 
are going to jump back in and start 
 placing orders for new Nordhavns. 

The time will come—and I think 
it will happen suddenly—when the 
“right” conditions won’t exist any-
more. That’ll be because we have 
more orders, the lead times will be 
longer, PAE will be in a stronger pos-
ition, and commodities prices will go 
up. When that happens the opportun-
ities you see today simply will not exist. 
So these opportunities are limited, 
limited to those who move ahead and 
take advantage of them sooner rather 
than later.                 IV
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have you ever seen a nordhavn like silvia m. or ammonite?
World-class interiors

The beautifully crafted interiors you see in Nordhavns 
are the result of Pacific Asian Enterprises’ high stan-

dard of quality and craftsmanship and the tastes and 
preferences of their owners. When an owner orders a 
Nordhavn, they can choose from a variety of decorative 
materials to suit their tastes, including varnished teak, 
cherry wood or mahogany, and a range of fabrics, up-
holstery, carpeting, tile and stone, in an assortment of 
colors, textures and patterns.

With the larger yachts, however, such as the two Nord-
havn 76s pictured here, it’s not uncommon for owners 
to engage the services of an interior designer to help 
them realize their vision. Stylistically, Silvia M. and 

Ammonite are worlds apart; however, both are gorgeous 
examples of what an owner with the necessary resources 
can  accomplish. They’re also excellent examples of what 
the world-class craftsmen of Pacific Asian Enterprises can 
accomplish.

Destined for a life crusing the sun drenched Mediter-
ranean, Silvia M.’s beautiful interior is a collaboration be-
tween its Italian industrialist owner, his wife, their  captain, 
Giorgio Marcolongo, and the master craftsmen at PAE’s 
Ta Shing shipyard. 

The stunning result is a yacht whose elegance would fit 
right in among the exclusive marinas of the Côte d'Azur 
and the Italian Riviera.                                     >>

Silvia M.’s saloon exudes the comfort and 

charm of an English gentleman’s club or 

perhaps, a turn-of-the-century yacht. the 

brightly painted walls, intricate ceiling 

beams, rich mahogany paneling and tasteful 

furnishings, could make one forget that this is 

a modern, ocean-going yacht. In fact, the only 

reminders are the nautically themed paintings 

on its walls. the brass fixtures, such as the 

investment cast light fixtures, were sourced in 

Italy and shipped to ta Shing for installation. 

the built-in bookcase and curved ceiling 

molding give the stairway to the pilothouse 

its own identity and sense of place. the 

stairway’s mahogany handrail is reminiscent 

of passenger liners of a by-gone era.PH
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Exceptional craftsmanship and attention to detail are evident throughout the 

yacht: overhead ceilings feature decorative insets and elaborate crown molding. 

the walls and floors in the baths are lined with perfectly fitted white and green 

Italian marble. the brass plumbing fixtures, also imported from Italy, are modern in 

function, but have a distinct, almost whimsical, charm that harkens to another age.

the pilothouse successfully blends traditional materials, such as the green leather 

upholstery and headliner, with modern high tech instruments and controls.

Since the yacht will see so much use in warm, sunny climes, its owners paid special 

attention to the outdoor spaces, furnishing the cockpit, bridge deck and flying 

bridge with custom-made tables and comfortable chairs and lounges.
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Ammonite  takes its name from the Nautilus-like  creature 
    that roamed prehistoric oceans. The yacht’s owners, 

Australian businessman Marcus Blackmore and his 
 partner, Caroline Furlong, became fascinated with fossil 
versions they saw on a trip to Canada and decided they 
would name their yacht after the Jurassic creature. For 
such an ancient namesake, the yacht Ammonite’s interior 
certainly has an ultra-modern feel.

It’s the result of a successful collaboration between 
Marcus, Caroline, who has a background in the fashion 
industry, and long-time friend and noted designer David 
Stewart. Marcus and Caroline wanted Ammonite’s inter-
ior to be an extension of their seaside home in Sydney, 
which Stewart also did and which Caroline describes as 
very modern, but comfortable. A place where friends 

and family can walk around in their swimsuits and not 
feel out of place, “casual, but super stylish.” 

To accomplish this, Stewart rejected the traditional 
teak and granite look, so much in vogue in modern yacht 
interiors, and instead selected unusual natural and re-
constituted materials and a contemporary theme, with 
straight lines, squared-off corners, frosted glass and 
modern art pieces.

An advocate of consistency of theme, Stewart carries this 
design throughout the living spaces, subtly altering hues, 
textures and even details such as hardware, to suit each 
environment. The result is a stunning, contemporary yacht 
interior that manages to be casual, inviting and elegant, 
all at the same time. One that in Stewart’s words evokes a 
feeling of “comfortable surprise” in those who see it.

In ammonite’s saloon, the light colored 

ceiling, lEd lighting, Belgian Silver Birch 

sisal carpeting and white upholstery work 

to brighten and open up the space. the 

light hues serve to highlight the striking 

horizontally grained african wenge wood 

and contrasting Charco wood trim used 

throughout. the dining table features a 

built-in ice bucket. a fossil ammonite can 

be seen in the starboard lighted display 

case. the galley features CeaserStone® 

counter tops, a Sub-Zero side-by-side 

refrigerator and freezer with stainless door 

panels, an electric cook top and oven and 

even a coffee machine.

ammonite
nothing ancient about this ultra-modern interior
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the same clean, contemporary, yet inviting, look 

is carried into the other living spaces. here again, 

natural and reconstituted materials are used, 

including CeaserStone® (a mixture of crushed 

quartz and resin) for counter tops, Charco wood and 

teak for the pilothouse sole, and saddle-colored 

leather for the pilothouse settee. the headboards 

for the beds are made from woven leather and were 

custom designed in the philippines.

In such an uncluttered 

environment, the details 

become an important element 

in reinforcing the overall theme. 

floor to ceiling doors in the 

rooms and frameless shower 

doors open up the space, while 

vertical port lights in the owner’s 

cabin and natural ventilation and 

light in all the cabins brighten 

the interior. polished stainless 

steel fiddles in the tabletops 

and shelves of the built-in desk, 

and the dark chocolate leather 

rimmed steering wheel (with the 

ammonite logo in the center), 

are more examples of details that 

reinforce the look.                          IV
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Answer honestly, now: would you 
buy a car without taking it for a 
test drive? Of course not. Nor 

would you plunk down a major bundle 
on a fancy boat with the intention of, say, 
going around the world without making 
darn sure that cruising was for you.

That’s why chartering is a great way 
to dip your toe into those adventurous 
waters. It gives you a much better feel for 
life-aboard than being a weekend guest, 
or even crew, on someone else’s boat.

Especially if you’re considering the 
purchase of a Nordhavn, there are now 
even more opportunities to experience 
the real world feel of one. 

Latest player on the Nordhavn char-
ter scene is Voyages Northwest Luxury 
Charters. This well-established firm has 

510-1080; www.voyagesnw.com; www.nord-
havncharters.com/Owners.htm.

CaryAli
Cruise the Mediterranean in grand style 
this summer on the majestic CaryAli, 
 featured on the cover, a Nordhavn 86. 
Built in 2007 to travel anywhere, CaryAli 
can accommodate six to eight guests.  

She comes complete with a dedicated 
crew, luxurious accommodations, jetted 
hot tub on the flying bridge and all the 
toys you could imagine: snorkeling gear, 
skiing and fishing equipment, an 18 ½ 
foot tender, Yamaha jet ski, wake board, 
and inflatable towables to name a few.

For pricing, availability and location 
contact Karen Kelly-Shea of Nichol-
son Yachts in Newport, Rhode Island, 
karen@nicholsonyachts.com, 401-849-
0344 or www.caryali.com.

Due North
Luxury Cruise and Learn will help you 
gain the skills required to operate a vessel, 
all while experiencing a relaxing vacation. 
Canadians chartering Due North can earn 
CYA certification in the protected inner 
coastal waters of British Columbia with 
a certified instructor on board.

All voyages are custom planned 
around your agenda, and can accom-
modate up to four guests plus instructor. 
Downtown Vancouver is the point of de-
parture and return for most trips.

The CYA Intermediate Power Boat 
standards are generally conducted over 
a minimum five-day voyage, but longer 
trips are also available. Costs vary de-
pending on the options you choose 
when booking. 

Contact Luxury Cruise and Learn 
Charters at 604-250-8800; www.lux-
urycruiseandlearn.com.

Faithfully 
For an Alaskan adventure Faithfully can 
be chartered during the summer months, 
with Captain Tom Love. It can accommo-
date four comfortably and up to six if two 
are children. Orientation cruises can be 
arranged for those with a Nordhavn in 
their future. Faithfully is based in Whittier, 
gateway to Prince William Sound, about 
60 miles from the Anchorage airport.

Contact Over the Seas Expeditions 

toll-free in the U.S. at 888-947-7327, or 
907-644-8855; www.over-the-seas.com.

Commander
Commander on the East Coast, a Nord-
havn 40 Mark II, is available with or with-
out owner Barry Kallander, who will serve 
as captain when available, and will work 
with you and Newport Yacht Manage-
ment to create a New England itinerary. 
Charters start from Portsmouth, Rhode 

Island. Destinations such as Cape Cod, 
Nantucket, Block Island, Martha’s Vine-
yard, and Long Island Sound, are among 
the possibilities. The weekly rate for two 
people is $6,000. Day trips are $1,100 and 
long weekends are $4,000. Commander 
can accommodate up to two people for 
the overnight cruises. Charters are avail-
able from late May to early October. 

Contact Newport Yacht Management at 
401-683-1616; www.nymyachts.com.   IV

added a Nordhavn 47 and Nordhavn 40 
to their fleet, and they hope to have a 
total of six Nordhavns for charter by the 
end of 2009.

While offering up luxury getaways and 
the chance to experience the cruising 
life, chartering can also serve a poten-
tially profitable purpose for Nordhavn 
owners. Voyages Northwest will show you 
the benefits of placing your Nordhavn in 
an income-producing charter program 
that includes tax exemptions and deduc-
tions, which together can cut the costs of 
ownership. These, of course, vary from 
boat to boat, and the owners’ personal 
use always remains their choice.

The range of Nordhavn charter op-
tions in both size and numbers continues 
to grow. At the high luxury end of the 

scale is CaryAli, a magnificent Nordhavn 
86 with full crew, based this summer in 
the Mediterranean. Or you can experi-
ence a Nordhavn 40 aboard Due North in 
Canada, Commander in the eastern U.S., 
and Faithfully in Alaska.

Sandstone
Sandstone, a Nordhavn 47, and Faithfully, a 
Nordhavn 40, are the first two Nordhavns 
for charter in the growing fleet of Voyages 
Northwest Charters. Sandstone can accom-
modate up to 12 guests for day charters 
and from four to six for overnighters. Des-
tinations so far are the Pacific Northwest, 
Alaska and the West Coast. Each charter 
has a professional skipper at the helm. 
To charter or to offer your Nordhavn for 
charter, contact Voyages Northwest at 206-

Right time to charter
Let your nordhavn help pay for itself 

BY rEBEccA croSgrEY
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT
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sLoW 
BURn

there’s nothing like  
a vast expanse of ocean  
to spark your interest in 

fuel consumption

text and photos by Scott flanders, 
Nordhavn 46 Egret

This is an  
account of the latest adven-

ture for Scott and Mary Flanders aboard 
Egret, their Nordhavn 46: a voyage across the 

Pacific from the southern tip of South America to Tahiti. 
They had arrived in Ushuaia, Argentina, on December 28, 

2006, just 80 miles from Cape Horn, as part of a planned 16-
month trek from Gibraltar to New Zealand. That plan became lost 

at sea, replaced with another one that allowed them to delight in the 
wild, windswept beauty of southern Chile for the next 15 months. 

Finally, on March 31, 2008, it was time to weigh anchor. 
As of June 2009, having reached their latest destination, Scott, 

Mary and Egret were exploring New Zealand, with plans—
loose ones, of course—to make their way to Australia. 

You can keep track of their voyages at www.nord-
havn.com/egret/index.php4.

Passagemakers
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he final destination was New  
Zealand’s North Island, but first we 
had to get to Tahiti. And to do that 
from our location in Chile would 
take Egret on a southern route that 
only a few sailboats take each year, 
and which no small powerboats that 
we know of have ever used. 

The reason that route is taken so 
rarely has little to do with weather, 
but everything to do with fuel. Quite 

simply, there’s a vast expanse of the South Pacific 
between fuel stops, and so careful planning—as 
always—would be critical to completing this latest 
adventure safely and in good spirits.

Egret carries 1,000 gallons (3,785 liters) of fuel 
in two fiberglass tanks. When throttled back to her 
ocean-crossing speed of 6.1 to 6.2 knots, she burns 
roughly one-quarter of a gallon or one liter of 
fuel per nautical mile with her happy little Lugger 
main engine barely turning over at 1,350 RPM. So, 
in theory, she has a range of about 3,800 nautical 
miles without generator burn and no reserve. It 
was imperative we be able to travel 4,000 nautical 
miles, and with sufficient fuel as well for gener-
ator burn for charging batteries and making water, 
along with a healthy reserve. We do not take chan-
ces with fuel, or anything else for that matter.  

In addition to Egret’s main tanks, she carries 
three aircraft quality fuel bladders totaling 275 
usable gallons (1,040 liters) along with various 
jerry jugs to use in extreme fuel stretch condi-
tions. These fuel bladders were purchased three 
years previously in anticipation of this trip. With 
more than 1,275 gallons (4,826 liters) of fuel to 
burn, it would seem we had more than enough. 
Not so. Deck fuel minus jerry jugs weighs a ton, 
literally. The majority of deck fuel is carried on 

the foredeck and behind the Portuguese bridge, 
which we consider high weight.  

Although we are out of extreme weather of 
the areas farther south, we are still in higher lati-
tudes and subject to late season weather. In addi-
tion, the exit from Puerto Montt to the ocean 
was through a narrow inlet with currents up to 14 
knots; certainly no place to be unbalanced with 
high weight. Our game plan was to leave Puerto 
Montt with full tanks and the foredeck bladder 
and Portuguese bladder full, but not the cockpit 
bladder because that really sinks the stern. We 
would travel to an intermediate stop up the Chil-
ean coast at Talcahuano Bay and nearer to our 
first offshore island stop.

We set off early afternoon March 31, 2008, 
riding the outgoing tide toward our staging an-
chorage just before the inlet. The next morning 
at slack high tide we tenderly tiptoed our way out 
the inlet and headed north. The two highlights of 
the hop up the coast were seeing pelicans for the 
first time in years, and witnessing a group of giant 
blue whales feeding on krill not far offshore from 
the coast.

Egret’s stop at Talcahuano should have been a 
simple matter of taking on fuel and then being 
on our way. It wasn’t. With fishing season in full 
swing, the small, shallow harbor was crowded with 
fishing boats jostling for position to unload their 
catch, refuel and get back to sea. The fuel dock, 
we were told, was for fishing boats only. We would 
have to go to the gas station across the street. With 
Egret anchored in the harbor, this meant hiring 
help that included a local hustler who spoke some 
English, a panga (25-foot/7.6-meter fishing boat), 
and a fellow with a 1920s-era train station cart with 
steel wheels to haul Egret’s jerry jugs—65 gallons 
(246 liters) at a time—from the gas station. 

t previous page, Egret finds a comfortable resting place where 
famed explorer Captain James Cook once anchored, on opunohu 
Bay, Moorea, french polynesia. above, purse seine fishing boats 

line up at talcahuano, Chile. Bottom right, the village of Rikitea, on 
Mangareva Island, Gambier Island Group, claims to have the best 

black pearls in the world. Egret is anchored center left.

Passagemakers
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Back and forth we went, up and down the 
15-foot-high (4.6-meter) seawall connected 
by a primeval ladder thingy, back to the boat, 
pump the fuel through a filter into the vari-
ous tanks and so on. Finally, and happily, 
we were at last on our way to begin our west-
bound adventure.

Our route was to be: Juan de Fernan-
dez Islands (Robinson Crusoe Island), 340 
nautical miles off the Chilean coast, west 
1,625 nautical miles to Easter Island, 1,125 
nautical miles WNW to Pitcairn Island, 290 
nautical miles WNW to Mangareva, in the 
Gambier Island Group, French Polynesia, 
then 875 nautical miles NNW to Papeete, 
Tahiti, for an overall total of 4,500 nautical 
miles, with side trips. Finding fuel at Easter 
Island was uncertain, but we did know that 
by waiting for the twice-monthly supply ship 
to arrive in Mangareva we could get pre-pur-
chased fuel from Tahiti. So off we went.

Egret’s daylight arrival off Robinson Crusoe 
Island was spectacular with the red cliffs lit 
up by the morning sun. It is the real-life set-
ting where Daniel Defoe took his ideas for 
his classic book. Andrew Selkirk/Robinson 
Crusoe was put ashore after a disagreement 
with his captain, and was only rescued four 
years later by a passing ship. Selkirk lived for 
a time in a cave that exists today. We hiked to 
the lookout overlooking Cumberland Bay, 
where most every day Selkirk hiked to watch 
for ships. We anchored in Cumberland Bay 

10 days before moving on.
En route to Easter Island we experienced 

our only serious bout with weather for the 
entire trip to New Zealand. A large storm 
down in the Southern Ocean was sending 
monster, flat-faced waves rolling north. We 
had never seen anything like it. The wave 
fronts were vertical and rolling Egret quite 
badly, plus we had our paravane arms (with 
no fish in the water) extended to give Egret 
an extra boost in the trade winds from 
behind. We were afraid a wave would engulf 
an arm and spin Egret into a broach situa-
tion. Eventually we turned up-sea (south) 
and matched our speed to the waves making 
1 ½ to 2 ½ knots during the night until after 
daylight when we could resume our westerly 
course to Easter.

Arrival in Easter Island (Isla Pascua to the 
Spanish, Rapa Nui to Polynesians) was spec-
tacular as well, with the Bird Islands off the 
coast lighting with the rising sun. Hanga 
Roa is the main village in Easter and has an 
open roadstead anchorage off the town. We 
were able to stay for six days before weather 
drove us out, and five of those days we man-
aged to get ashore through the surf. We 
rented a car for two days, one of them spent 
exploring the island and the second making 
five round trips to the island’s only gas sta-
tion, near the airport. Each involved head-
ing back to the dinghy with the jerry jugs, 
a trip through the surf to Egret and then 

pumping the fuel into wherever. This task 
finally done, we had sufficient fuel to guar-
antee our trip to Tahiti without worry.

According to the guide, Easter Island is 
the most remote inhabited island in the 
world. It’s like going back in time. The Moai 
(carved stone heads) are dotted all around 
the island, with all but one of them facing 
inland. Highlight of the trip was a visit to the 
quarry where stone heads are lying as if the 
workers just walked away for the weekend. 
Easter Island is a photographer’s dream and 
a cultural feast.

Chased by weather, off we went to super-
remote Pitcairn Island of Mutiny on the 
Bounty fame. We arrived before daylight 
so had to jog well offshore until first light. 
Mary called Pitcairn radio on the VHF and a 
nice lady said she would have the mayor call 
back. The mayor called as we closed with 
Bounty Bay, the open roadstead anchorage 
off Adamstown, the only village. 

The mayor’s name is Jay Warren (JJ), a 
descendant of one of the original mutin-
eers, as are 52 of the island’s 65 permanent 
residents. Pitcairn is well wooded, not de-
nuded like Easter Island, and has modern 
homes rising up the mountainside. Sadly, 
the huge surf prevented the islanders from 
launching their lifeboat so they could come 
take us ashore, nor could we anchor and 
wait for calmer weather.

We did manage, however, to get our mail 
to shore so it could be stamped with the 
very rare Pitcairn stamps and then sent out 
with the next supply ship. We put our items 
in triple zip-locked bags, attached these 
with duct tape to a two-gallon water jug, 

which we then threw into the surf where the 
islanders directed. We had included a $5 bill 
for postage and a large photo of Egret. The 
islanders retrieved the jug, the postmaster 
said he would hand-cancel the stamps, and 
we later learned the photo was displayed on 
the post office wall.

Disappointed over not getting to visit, we 
turned back offshore for the short trek to 
Mangareva in the Gambier Island group of 
southern French Polynesia.

Arriving at the Gambiers, again before 
daylight, we chose to jog back and forth off-
shore, waiting for enough sunlight to read 
the reefs on the way to the village. After nerv-
ously watching the charts and eyeballing the 
clear water from the flying bridge, Egret’s 
bad boy anchor, TK, splashed down into 62 
feet (18 meters) of murky water. It was calm. 
There was no movement for the first time 
since leaving mainland Chile.  

First order of business was checking in 
with the gendarmes (local police), but it 
was the weekend and the Mangareva police 
don’t work weekends. “No problem,” said 
Hans, a friendly German cruiser, and with 
this assurance we hiked and explored 
ashore, walking through the tiny village. On 
Monday we cleared customs and exchanged 
U.S. dollars for French francs. Mangareva 
is a black pearl farming center and is quite 
wealthy for a small Polynesian island. Hans 
led us to a pearl farmer’s home where we 
bought some direct.

Mangareva was our first Polynesian land-
fall and the first island to have the beaches, 
coconut trees and flowers we expected to 
see. We didn’t want to leave, but after three 
weeks we needed to go. By this time we were 
buying fresh produce from the “China-
man’s” fields, as described by the locals, 
eggs from the egg man, bread from the 
bread lady and so on.  

The trip north to Papeete was uneventful, 
however we were still traveling in the persis-
tent reinforced trades (winds) since leaving 
mainland Chile that had been blowing at 10 
knots more than usual. Papeete is a world 
unto itself full of tourists and hyper pricing. 
For so long we had been among the adven-
turous lot of hardy sailors, and we found 
Papeete quite different. 

Here this story ends, but Mary and I can 
both say the westward march across the 
bottom of the remote South Pacific islands 
was an adventure we will never forget.      IV

Clear water and quiet 
beaches await at Rikitea, 
upper left. Robinson 
Crusoe Island is home to 
the rare red hummingbird. 
the Moai on Easter Island 
are ever mysterious, as 
Mary makes a new friend. 
Egret’s tender sits alone at 
Secret Beach, on an island 
near Mangareva. 

Passagemakers
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walkabout is an australian word that means a periodic 
return to nomadic life in the Outback by an Aborigine, 
often used in the phrase “to go on a walkabout.” The name 
struck a chord with John Kennelly as he dreamt of owning 
a Nordhavn 62 to take his young family to see the world. 
Today, that’s exactly what the Kennellys are doing, voyaging 
the world—one summer at a time.

John, a real estate developer in South Florida, his wife, 
Veronica, and three children, Savannah, Remington and 
Payton, started their leisurely circumnavigation from Dana 
Point, the California headquarters of Pacific Asian Enter-
prises, in June 2005, when the children were, respectively, 
ten, four and one year old.

Dan Streech, PAE president, recalls the time:
“John was absolutely frenetic, and tireless, as he and 

 Veronica and the family prepared for departure. It seemed 
like he didn’t need sleep. He was surrounded by absolute 
chaos as he tackled job after difficult job. There were dogs, 

kids, boxes, kayaks and equipment all over the dock. That 
said, it was happy, competent chaos, as results have proved. 
There was a positive fun atmosphere around Walkabout and 
sweet Veronica always had a smile on her face. One day I 
 approached Veronica and gently tried to express my con-
cern over the tight deadline and the seemingly impossible 
situation. She looked at me with a smile and said, ‘Don’t 
worry, that’s how we do it. John knows what he is doing and 
it will turn out fine.’ And it has.”

For the Kennellys, the universe is definitely unfolding as 
it was planned.

They first motored up the challenging West Coast, north 
to Alaska, which they enjoyed immensely, and then turned 
west, exploring the Aleutians before setting out on a pas-
sage no trawler yacht had ever attempted: crossing the 
Bering Sea to Asia. Yes, that Bering Sea, the one where the 
Deadliest Catch is filmed.

Then they worked Walkabout south to Japan and eventu-
ally reached Hong Kong. The summer of 2009 they spent 
cruising, snorkeling and scuba diving Singapore and Malay-
sia. Their itinerary for 2010 was uncertain as CirCumnaviga-
tor went to press. Says John:

“If the Somali pirates have quieted down by then, we 
might head across the Indian Ocean via Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives and up through the Red Sea and Suez Canal, to 
the Mediterranean and Turkey. If we do this, then after two 
years in the Med and one year in Scandinavia, we would 
cross the Atlantic, and traverse the Panama Canal, head-
ing for the Galapagos, Marquesas, Tahiti and the rest of 

the South Pacific. If the Gulf of Oman continues to be 
problematic, we will do Borneo, Indonesia, Australia, New 
Guinea, Great Barrier Reef, Sydney, New Zealand—which 
is two summers’ worth. From New Zealand up through 
Fiji and Samoa to Tahiti, and back through the islands to 
Australia again, then continue westward with a traditional 
circumnavigation. Flexibility is our watchword.”

The reason their circumnavigation is undertaken one 
summer at a time is that John and Veronica decided against 
home-schooling the children, aiming to provide them with 
a “normal life” for at least nine months each year. Addition-
ally, John has real estate interests to look after—especially 
since the new Nordhavn 86 has caught his eye.

“The kids are great voyaging crew, and continue to enjoy 
our adventures,” says John. “We are very happy that they are 
seeing parts of the world that most can only read about. We 
think this is the best education possible.”

Walkabout has also had an additional crew member:
“Our dog Boomer is a 100-pound Labrador who enjoyed 

the trip up the West Coast, the Inside Passage, Southeast 
Alaska, and who helped me singlehand the boat from 
Juneau to Vancouver. Unfortunately, he does not travel 
with us internationally, but rather gets to stay home with the 
grandparents.”

Walkabout’s crossing of the Bering Sea from the western 
tip of the Aleutians to Russia’s foggy Kuril Islands was un-
eventful, thanks to patience and a weather window. 

John has been boating all his life, beginning aboard his 
father’s motor yachts as a youngster. Walkabout is Nordhavn 
62 #30.

“If I’m going to take my wife and kids around the world 

on a boat, it’s got to be the safest, most reliable boat avail-
able,” says John. “For us it is our Nordhavn.” 

“We continue to love the voyaging and lifestyle. The only 
hard part is leaving the boat at the end of each August to 
get the kids back to school. The temptation to keep going is 
nearly overwhelming.”           IV

PAE’s Andy Hegley and Randy Robertson contributed to this 
report. Watch for more articles in future editions as the Kennellys 
continue their walkabout on a global scale.

Walkabout
a Florida family voyages around the world — one summer at a time

BY BLAKE AuguSt
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Great Siberian Sushi Run
Inspired by the Walkabout voyage from Alaska to Asia, three 
Nordhavns were making a similar passage in summer 2009 as 
CirCumnavigator went to press. The Nordhavn 68 Sans Souci, 
the Nordhavn 62 Grey Pearl and the Nordhavn 62 Seabird are 
undertaking what ringleader ken Williams of Sans Souci has 
dubbed the Great Siberian Sushi Run. 

SItE SEE: www.kensblog.com, www.greypearl.talkspot.com 
and www.seabirdlrc.com. 

payton, Remington and
Savannah Kennelly with
Mom and dad in Glacier 

Bay, alaska (above); 
walkabout at a dock.

Passagemakers
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I am a sailor. The kind 
of “I hate powerboats” sailor that shakes his head in 
disgust at the mere sound of roaring engines and 
the sight of wannabe skippers crashing across the 
water at full throttle. 

Sailors make use of their boats to work with na-
ture’s forces in an effort to synchronize themselves 
with the waves and wind until they harmonize with 
their surroundings. Powerboaters use sheer power 
to battle the forces of nature in an attempt to get 
from A to B without spilling their champagne. More 
often then not nature wins and the powerboater is 
left moored in a safe marina. A sailor in a marina 
will look up at the sky and watch the flags dance 
in the wind and will hear the sound of lines slap 
against the masts around him. His feet will start to 
itch and he will be overwhelmed by the urge to set 
his sails. A powerboater in a marina will look at the 
boulevard to see if enough passersby are seeing him 
on his throne and not think of the beauty that waits 
beyond the harbor walls—not even for a second. 
No, I truly am not a fan of powerboaters.

So, what, you will rightfully ask, am I doing on a 
Nordhavn 57? 

Hot coffee, comfy pilothouse, 
latest electronics during a blustery 
Channel crossing make sailor see 
the merits of a trawler yacht

Storm?  
What  
storm?

BY jAN LoKhorSt
NORDHAVN 57 LAUGHING LOBBES

SPOTLIGHT: EUROPE

Well, for starters I am looking at the two large 
screens in front of me. Both are giving me informa-
tion in the greatest of detail, and it is detail worth 
taking a good look at. Ahead of us lies one of the 
busiest and most notorious stretches of waterway 
on this planet: the English Channel. And to add to 
the excitement, it is so dark outside that you feel 
the urge to physically check to feel if your eyes are 
open. The ingenious AIS system integrates with 
MaxSea on the left screen and clarifies why this 
stretch of water is so notorious: There are literally 
hundreds of little blue boats on the screen and it 
sure looks like they are all pointing at us. 

The radar integrates with the Simrad naviga-
tion system on the right screen and in theory we 
should see all the little blue dots appear as purple 
dots as the radar sends its rays across the sea in 
search of items to avoid. Instead, we see three large 
purple stains around us that cover practically the 
entire screen, giving the impression that we are sur-
rounded by ships the size of Belgium. Then all hell 
breaks loose around us. Terrifying bolts of lightning 
shoot through the sky and crash into the water to 
the left and right of us, but not before illuminating 

the torrential rain which batters at everything in its 
way. If we were on a sailboat, this would be the time 
to climb into the microwave and scream “Mama!” 
Instead, I look at Dennis standing next to me and as 
he returns my amused look, he asks, “Coffee?” 

“Yes, why not?” I answer as I lean back in my chair 
and aim the autopilot roughly between the big 
patches of purple on the radar screen.

The real question you should ask is why am I on a 
Nordhavn.

The answer to that lies one floor beneath our feet 
in his master bedroom, snoring away and oblivi-
ous to the purple blobs that are attacking us on the 
bridge. He is my father and he is the culprit. After 
30 years of shopping for, but not buying, a sailboat 
he has purchased Nordhavn 57 Hull #40. He is the 
kind of man that will leave the house to buy milk 
and return with a BMW convertible, and vice versa. 
Had I realized this earlier I would have sent him out 
for milk more often. 

He is also the kind of man that names his boat 
after one of his dogs. That is why we find ourselves 
in the English Channel on a motoryacht called 
Laughing Lobbes, in memory of his first Rottweiler 

dutch sailboat racer Jan lokhurst (opposite) has come to love his father’s Nordhavn 57, shown moored in Guernsey.
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and in the face of purple blobs and 
surrounded by super tankers and 
cargo giants as we plow our way from 
Guernsey to the German town of 
Neustadt, on the Baltic Sea. We are 
accompanied by Philip Roach from 
the Nordhavn Europe office, who is 
curled up on the couch in the saloon, 
my brother Gijs, who flies airplanes 
for a living and is gently snoozing in 
the forward cabin, and my brother-in-
law Dennis who is the only one aboard 
that has crossed the Atlantic, albeit on 
a sailboat. It is up to Dennis and me to 
guide us and our laughing Rottweiler 
safely through the night.

There is one thing that 30 years of 

shopping for a boat does to 
you: it gives you a lot of ex-
perience shopping for boats. 
Almost a year has passed 
since my father called me 
and nearly knocked me off 
my feet with the words, “I am 
going to buy a motoryacht.” 
He has said many things over 
the years that have challenged my bal-
ance, but this was big. This was huge. 
Like someone about to crash into a 
tree at full speed sees his life flash in 
front of his eyes, I had a vision of 30 
more years of shopping for boats. 
Motorboats. I suppressed a hallu-
cination of sheer horror of visiting 

boat shows in search of a toy with an 
engine and responded like a faithful 
son would: “Right. Where would you 
like to start?” eliminating an infinite 
number of suitable words to add on to 
that sentence.

We started at the HISWA in IJ-
muiden, Netherlands, which is as 

good a place to start as any. Holland is 
famous for windmills, tulips, dikes and 
to the mariner, above all, for boats. On 
the positive side, he immediately elim-
inated all the flashy Italian or wannabe 
Italian designer toys. We looked at—in 
no particular order—Bendie, Guard-
ian, Trader, Stentor, No Limit, Smelne, 
North Pacific, Mulder, Fairline, 
Altena, Searocco, Grand Banks, Stur-
ier, Selene, Drettmann, Van der Valk 
and even visited Atlantic Yachts. All 
pretty boats, but no ships. I mentioned 
Nordhavn a couple of times but it was 
dismissed without giving it a second 
glance.

We did sea-trial one candidate off 
the coast of Monaco. Believe it or not, 
after 30 years of looking at sailboats 
and six months of powerboats, the 
man now sound asleep on his bunk 
below said yes. In the boating world, 
saying yes and actually taking delivery 
of your boat are two entirely different 
things. The boatbuilder was unwill-
ing to guarantee certain minimum 
performance standards and before I 
knew it we were back where we started: 
motorboatless. 

In hindsight it was a fortunate event, 
as being boatless gave me the courage 
to throw Nordhavn back on the now-
empty table of options. This resulted 
in us boarding a plane to the U.K. 
to have a closer look at the range. If 
you know anything about boats, you 
know the first time that you walk on a 
Nordhavn that your search has ended. 
These are not boats, they’re ships—
strong, sturdy, powerful and manly. 
Years of hands-on ocean crossing ex-
perience have resulted in clever and 
luxurious layouts. Everything is where 
it is supposed to be and made to last, 
whatever may cross your path. 

Back to the present and on the 
bridge, a little beep on the AIS system 
warned us that crossing our path was 
nothing less then a super-fast ferry 
from France to England. It would hit 
us about two feet behind our bow in 
28 minutes and she was traveling at 
37 knots. Plenty of time for another 
coffee, as I leaned back in my very 
comfortable seat while our Nordhavn 
steered itself along the course we had 

laid out for her. 
As the ferry crossed a few miles 

ahead of us somewhere in the all-en-
gulfing rain, I started to imagine what 
it would be like to be out here now on 
a sailboat. Assuming we would have 
the nerve to climb out of the micro-
wave, that is. It would be cold. It would 
be wet. It would be miserable. We 

would be heeled over at an awkward 
angle and unable to see the waves in 
the dark. For certain, we would be 
out on deck staring towards every dir-
ection in an effort to identify ships 
and buoys while trying not to touch 
anything that might send thousands 
of volts through your body in the un-
fortunate event of lightning hitting 

SPOTLIGHT: EUROPE

eccentric (and intensely private) songstress joins the nordhavn cruising community

Don’t hail Bjork, 
she’ll hail you
Can you say “Ahoy” in Icelandic?

If so, you might use it as an opener to meet pop music star Bjork, should you find yourself parked 
beside Dimma, her Nordhavn 62, at a marina somewhere. You can’t mistake her boat: it’s the one 
formerly owned by ken and Roberta Williams, Sans Souci, and it’s now painted black and pink.

For those who are over 40, out of the pop culture loop, or both, she is perhaps Iceland’s most 
famous export—a wildly eccentric singer and sometime actress whose CDs sell in the millions and 
whose concerts draw legions of passionate fans. She’s also the mother of two and partner of U.S. 
avant-garde artist Matthew Barney.

A few years back Bjork mused about buying a boat to make it a kind of nautical home 
that could also serve as the couple’s studio, dropping anchor at places they could draw 
inspiration. The deal—shrouded in secrecy—was done, and in December 2006, 
Barney and five others made what turned out to be quite a rough east-to-west 
transatlantic crossing. (www.magazine.com/artdesign/2007/11/matthew_
barney?slide=1) The couple has since spent time off and on cruising the Med 
and the Caribbean.

In mid-summer 2009 the boat was seen moored in Long Island City, New 
York, where it was listed for sale.

Come to think of it, approaching the Bjork-Barney boat even using 
a cheery Icelandic greeting might not be the best thing. They’re fiercely 
protective of their privacy, as a couple of journalists with whom Bjork has had 
run-ins can attest.

On the other hand, the free-spirited Nordhavn community would surely feel right 
at home with any fellow cruiser who could write these lyrics:

 we could nick a boat
 and sneak off to this island
 I could bring my little ghettoblaster
 there’s more to life than this

BY joE hvILIvItZKY
MANAGING EDITOR

there’s more than one 
Rottweiler aboard 
laughing lobbes.
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the boat. In fact, good seamanship 
would probably command you to leave 
the busy shipping lanes and turn to 
the closest port and wait for better 
conditions with a hot chocolate and a 
large shot of something alcoholic. 

Instead, we were easily maneuvering 
between large ships and thunder-
storms in the comfort of what can sin-
cerely be described as a dry and warm 
living room. The stabilizers were keep-
ing us absolutely straight, and with the 
hum of the engine more likely to put 
us asleep than annoy us, I was turning 
into a powerboater. 

I have always wanted to sail around 
the world and caught myself imagin-
ing such a journey with a ship like 
this. She has the range and, as we have 
since found out during a storm at the 
entrance of the river Elbe, and re-
cently in a Force 8 on the North Sea 
en route to the U.K., she most cer-
tainly has the seaworthiness. The sheer 
comfort and space are unbelievable. 

Whereas a sailboat of this size will have 
similar luxuries in some form or an-
other, inside you will always feel like 
you are traveling with your home. 
Bring your oversized fridge and any 
other comforts along, there is enough 
power to light a small village.

We spent most of the night clicking 
on the little blue boats on the screen 

to identify them and see how big they 
were and where they were going, 
for no other reason than the lack of 
anything better to do. They were all 
bigger than us. At no time, however, 
were we intimidated by the traffic 
or the weather. As the sun revealed 
its first rays, the sky cleared and the 
daylight exposed that we were in fact 

Bjorn eidem has accomplished what no other Nordhavn owner has done. 
He has visited Nordhamna in the northernmost reaches of his native Norway.

Nordhamna, a small bay shown as Nordhavn on earlier maps, located at North 71° 02’, 
West 24° 59’, is one of perhaps only two places on earth that bear the same name as the 
passagemakers built by Pacific Asian Enterprises, the other being a tiny railroad stop in 
Denmark. In either language, nord is north and havn or hamn is harbor. With the addition 
of A at the end of the word, Nordhamna would translate as The North Harbor.

PAE chose the name two decades ago, as nord was reminiscent of the North Sea where 
ocean-going trawlers were born and havn indicated a haven or refuge.

About the visit to Nordhamna, Bjorn says: “It’s not a sheltered port at all. There are only 
a few houses visible from the sea on an open, small bay fronting a valley with some moun-
tains in the background.” It’s exposed to extreme winter weather which has been known to 

SPOTLIGHT: EUROPE

where we thought we were, and the 
ships around us looked even bigger 
than we imagined from the AIS infor-
mation. The culprit, the Nordhavn 
salesman and the pilot relieved Dennis 
and me of our watch.

“Anything special happen?”
“No, nothing at all.”
There was no point in mentioning 

thunderstorms, big ships, and super-
cats slicing us in half. I could have 
mentioned great coffee, I guess.

As I climbed into my bed I went 
over the night’s events in my head. We 
had cruised through the world’s busi-
est stretch of water in severe thunder-
storms and it was as easy as watching 
television on the couch at home. 

So the final question is: am I a 
powerboater? The answer is no, I am 
a Nordhavner. And I will tell you what 
the difference is. When she is moored 
in a marina and the flags start to dance 
and the lines start to slap against the 
masts of the sailboats around us, I feel 

the urge to take her out. And unlike 
the powerboats around us, I can.

Since her Channel crossing, Laugh-
ing Lobbes has journeyed along the 
Dutch and German coastline, through 
the Kiel Canal to her part-time home 
in the Baltic. She has been to Den-
mark and is presently back in the U.K. 
preparing for a journey to the Medi-
terranean. She often accompanies 
us to our different racing venues be-
cause, yes, I do still sail. I love sailing 
and I always will. 

But I must admit that there have 
been times since where I found myself 
hiking on my Mumm 30, soaking 
wet and freezing cold, cursing and 
wishing for that comfortable seat on 
the bridge of my dad’s joyful canine 
friend.                    

When not being a Nordhavner, Jan Lokhorst 
races a high-performance Mumm 30 at the 
international level in Europe. Check out the 
video at www.mummaduck.com.

European cruisers find Nordhavn 
lives up to its name

No port 
too far

BY BLAKE AuguSt
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

laughing lobbes serves 
as the support vessel 
when the writer’s 
Mumm 30 goes racing.

PH
O

TO
: D

A
G

 P
Ik

E

Nordhamna is nothing like Nordhavn: 
the accommodations are sparse, 

and there is no shelter in the small 
bay exposed to northern Norway’s 

extreme weather. 
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damage rescue vessels in the area.
Bjorn’s Nordhavn 47 has logged more 

than 3,300 nautical miles since he pur-
chased it in early 2008 and made, with 
author Dag Pike aboard, the 750-mile 
passage from Southampton, where 
Nordhavn Europe is based, across the 
North Sea to Oslo and its home berth 
at Royal Norwegian Yacht Club.

The 47 is called Ba, which is the family 
nickname for a beloved grandfather. Ba 
is also the name of an Egyptian god who 
protects the descendants of deceased 
persons.

Other European Nordhavn owners 
have traveled far and near:

BEYOND CAPrICOrN  
NOrDHAVN 47 #17

Ilkay Bilgisin spent three months cruis-
ing the Mediterranean Sea in 2008 as he 
brought Beyond Capricorn home to Istan-
bul from Southampton. Since then, the 
Bilgisins have cruised the Eastern Med, 
Black Sea and Aegean Sea. Among the 
highlights:

On the Aegean coast, visiting the an-
cient port of Pythagorion, where the an-
cient Greek mathematician Pythagoras 
lived about 300 BC;

Transit of the Dardanelles connecting 
the Aegean to the Sea of Marmara and 
then on to Istanbul where on the Bos-
phorus they moored Beyond Capricorn in 
front of their home.

They cruised the Halkidiki Peninsula 
of Greece near the Mount Athos mon-
asteries—along the shore only because 
Greek priests don’t allow women or 
female animals near their monasteries.

And they visited D-Marin Marina near 
Bodrum, Turkey, and ancient Halicar-
nassus, one of the Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World.

ms.K.I.S.S.  
NOrDHAVN 47 #52

Even though Karin and Ruud Horst are 
barely out of their 40s, they are able to 
spend five to six months each year cruis-
ing aboard ms.K.I.S.S. out of their home-
port of Hindeloopen, Holland. In the 
last 12 months, they put 500 hours on the 
main and traveled about 3,500 miles.

In the two years since acquiring their 
Nordhavn, the Horsts have had a “fabu-
lous time” cruising the coast of Holland 

and visiting Denmark, Sweden and the 
south of Norway.

In Gilleleje, Denmark, they crossed 
tracks with Canadians Dave and Kaye 
Poulsen of Segue II, Nordhavn 47 #49. It 
was quite the coincidence as two years 
earlier, the same week as signing the 
agreement to purchase his 47, Ruud 
took his youngest daughter to the Brit-
ish Virgin Islands on a sailing holiday as a 
high school graduation present. On the 
first night out, they dropped anchor in a 
bay—and there was a Nordhavn 47, Segue 
II, with Dave and Kaye aboard.

Ruud describes ms.K.I.S.S as a “pre-
ciously good choice” for his family: “We 
have four married daughters and three 
grandchildren. During our Baltic cruise, 
three daughters and their families sailed 
with us one week each. Can you imagine 
how happy grandma was to be with her 
grandkids 24 hours a day, thanks to the 
boat?”

TAI-PAN 
NOrDHAVN 55 #31
From their homeport of Gibraltar, Dick 
and Val Carey are perfectly poised to ex-
plore the Western Med from Gibraltar to 
the Balearics, Côte d’ Azur, Italy, Sicily, 

how to pronounce Nordhavn?

It’s definitely not Nordhaven or the 
awful Nordahaven. In Norwegian, 
Danish and Swedish, the trick is to 
let the V go directly to the N. Try it: 
Nordhavn. If you really want to sound 
Scandinavian, silence the D and say 
Norhavn. But in the English-speaking 
world, say Nordhavn, with a long A and 
no vowel between the V and N.

SPOTLIGHT: EUROPE

Corsica and Malta. In time, they might 
move her mooring to Malta for fur-
ther cruising in the Eastern Med. Their 
land-based home is in Norfolk Broads 
in England.

After commissioning in late 2008, the 
Careys made several shakedown runs 
from Southampton to France before 
heading across the Bay of Biscay and 
home to Gibraltar.

“Seven years ago, we took our new 45-
foot twin-engine boat, with a 32-knot top 
speed, to Gibraltar,” Dick recalls. “The 
trip took 21 days, with marina stops every 
night and refuels every other day. Trav-
eling around the edge of Biscay the trip 
was 1,600 nautical miles. We have just 
done the same trip in Tai-Pan. Refueled 
in Guernsey. We went straight across 
Biscay and didn’t stop the engine for 
five days and four nights, apart from an 
oil and filter change in the middle of 
the Bay. The distance was 1,300 nautical 
miles with three stops. The trip would 
have taken 10 days if we hadn’t spent 
six days in Lagos sightseeing. We didn’t 
need to refuel anywhere. We have to 
admit that we had much better weather 
this time but we still arrived far more 
relaxed, in less time and on less than 
half the fuel, cruising at a leisurely 7.5 
knots.”

IOLAIr OF VATErSAY  
NOrDHAVN 40 #62

Ian Ross and his wife named their Nord-
havn Iolair (Scottish Gaelic for a female 
golden eagle) of Vatersay, a lovely little 
island south of Barra in the Outer Heb-
rides on Scotland’s west coast. Says Ian: 
“When the weather is fair there is no-
where better in the world, but being 
on the east side of the Atlantic it is not 
always so!”

Having sailed those waters for much 
of his life, Ian is a life member of Royal 
Highland Yacht Club based in Oban, 
homeport for Iolair. The Rosses live in 
Hampshire on England’s south coast 
40 minutes from Nordhavn’s Hamble 
Point office. 

They spent their first season, in 2007, 
cruising the southwest coast of England. 
“Appalling weather and gales” curtailed 
cruising to France the second year. In 
2009, as soon as his wife’s broken ankle 

healed, Iolair was off to Kinsale in south-
ern Ireland, with plans to cruise the south 
and west coasts, then up to the west coast 
of Scotland the following year.

OrPLID  
NOrDHAVN 40 #52

Kiel, Germany, is the official homeport 
for Orplid, but as owner Michael Hei-
mann explains, they are, “in fact, itin-
erant in the U.K.”

Michael sailed his Oyster 45 sailboat 

from Europe to Australia over 1999-2004. 
Since acquiring his Nordhavn in late 
2008, he has cruised the south coast of 
England, Ireland and Scotland. Norway 
and Sweden are on the agenda, as is fol-
lowing the River Danube from the Baltic 
to the Black Sea.                     IV

CONTACT
Nordhavn Europe
Telephone: +44 2380 456342
www.nordhavn.com/europe/

Chance encounters with the Canadian 
Nordhavn Segue II are the norm for Ruud 
horst of ms.K.I.S.S., shown together in 
Gilleleje, denmark.

Beyond Capricorn moored 
at home on the Bosphorous.
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W hether they are running a 
Nordhavn home from Europe 
or the U.S., or circumnavigat-

ing Tasmania, Australia or the Pacific, or 
cruising in the Med, Aussies and Kiwis are 
enjoying long-range cruising to the max.

Take Bob and Margaret Edwards of 
Sydney, Australia, for instance. They 
purchased Suprr, Nordhavn 46 #43, in 
Monaco in late 2003. They spent the 
next two summers cruising the Med, 
from France to Turkey to Gibraltar, then 
crossed the Atlantic and explored the 
Caribbean for a year. On Christmas Day 
2006, Suprr made a transit of the Panama 
Canal and headed north along Central 
America and Mexico to the Sea of Cortez.

Then came the voyage across the Pacific 
with stops at Hawaii, Christmas Island, 
Cook islands, Samoa, Tonga, Fiji, Vanuatu 
and Noumea, concluding in an emotional 
return home to Sydney in November 
2007. After a year close to home, 2008 saw 
them heading north along the east coast 
of Australia to visit the Great Barrier Reef.

“Our Nordhavn 46 has taken us to the 
most wonderful places,” Bob says. “We 

have such happy memories of people met 
along the way.” One such occasion was 
when three Nordhavns met by chance in 
Port Vila, the capital of Vanuatu. But re-
turning to Sydney will always remain the 
sweetest memory. “As one well-respected 
Aussie yachtie said to us, ‘I know of people 
who have done the trip from Europe in 
sailing yachts, but I have never met people 
who brought a motorboat home.’ ”

Seventy-eight-year-old Jack Felgate 
brought a Nordhavn 57 home to Sydney 
after acquiring Speedbird in San Diego, Cali-
fornia. He’s co-owner of Burraneer Bay 
Marina on the Port Hacking River, 20 miles 
south of Sydney. They encountered fierce 
weather in Fiji and New Caledonia.

“The N57 is a superb seaboat,” recalls 
Jack. “She shouldered through waves that 
were higher than the flybridge.”

He purchased Nordhavn 57 #27 from 
Peter and Mary van Cuylenburg, who have 
since taken delivery of a new Nordhavn 64. 
Says Jack: “I have already put up my hand 
to purchase the 64 if they eventually sell it.”

Experienced mariners Jack has met have 
described Nordhavn as a small ship.         >>

SPOTLIGHT: DOWN UNDER

aussies and kiwis find no limits to 
places their nordhavns can take them 

to the 
max

BY BLAKE AuguSt
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Main and upper right photos: 
aussies Margaret and Bob 

Edwards of Suprr return home 
to Sydney from the Med. Envoy 

rests at anchor in tekirova, turkey. 
westwind, opal lady and SKIE 
moored during their tasmania 

circumnavigation
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YOUR  WEST COAST  SOLUTION

from the first day Voyager III dropped 
her mooring lines in Dana Point, 
California, in April 2006, the Nord-

havn 76 has traveled 23,489 nautical 
miles. The proud owners, Michael and 
Miriam Lasky, have enjoyed the experi-
ence of a lifetime, taking in the beautiful 
sights between Mexico and Alaska, across 
the vast Pacific Ocean, island-hopping all 
the way to Down Under. Voyager III has 
proven herself time and time again, safely 
and comfortably taking guests and crew 
alike from destination to destination.

The shakedown cruise from Dana 
Point south into the aquarium waters of 

“The best tip I can give is always 
use a weather router and chart 
your course to avoid sea mounts,” 
says Jack, with the wisdom of ex-
perience. “The only time we dis-
regarded the weather router’s 
advice was when we left Dick 
Smith’s Musket Cove in Fiji. Bound 
for New Caledonia, we ran into 
the predicted storm. That’s when I 
learned the Nordhavn 57 will really 
roll to 160 degrees and come back.”

Opal Lady is Nordhavn 43 #37 
owned by Alan and Karen David-
son of Lake Macquarie, New South 
Wales, Australia. Their biggest 
adventure in their first year since 
moving aboard has been participat-
ing in the Circumnavigation of Tas-
mania Cruise with 43 other yachts, 
including two other Nordhavns, 
SKIE, a Nordhavn 55, and Westwind, 
a Nordhavn 40.

Alan and Karen love to fish and 
crab. As CirCumnavigator went to 
press, they were headed to the Port 
Davey wilderness area in Tasmania 
to angle for bluefin tuna and catch 
crayfish. Check out how they fared by 
visiting their site: www.opallady.com.

Kiwis Laurence and Diane Cran-
field had owned four power vessels 
and cruised extensively along the 
coast near their home in Auckland 
since 1982. It was time for a change.

After acquiring Envoy, Nordhavn 
46 #19, from Wayne and Patricia 
Davis in late 2006 in Ostia, Italy, 
they began what they expect will be 
a number of happy years cruising 
the Med. On their first cruise, they 
logged 251 consecutive nights on 
board Envoy while visiting destina-
tions such as Sicily, Aeolian Islands, 
Corfu, Ionian Islands, Gulf of Cor-
inth, Piraeus, a number of Greek 
Islands and then the Turkish coast 
from Bodrum to Antalya. In 2010, 
they plan to cruise east into the 
Black Sea. 

CONTACT
Nordhavn Australasia
Telephone +61 (0) 1300 783 010
www.nordhavn.com/australasia/ 
index.htm

SPOTLIGHT: DOWN UNDER

for the exciting journey of the Inside Pas-
sage and into the wilderness of Alaska.

After Ketchikan, Alaska, the owners 
and their guests took in the wonders of 
the steep fjords and the wildlife above 
and below the water. They visited Juneau, 
Sitka and Prince Rupert to name a few. 
Slowly they made their way south, passing 
through Vancouver, Canada, and then by 
September back into Port Angeles.

The mile tally of Voyager III had 
reached 5,871 nautical miles, all in a 
matter of six months. 

Voyager III then made its way back 
to Dana Point in preparation of the 
mammoth 2,308-nautical-mile passage 
across to Hawaii. After completing some 
minor works, refueling, and provision-
ing, the vessel departed on Novem-
ber 29th across the Pacific, arriving in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, on December 12th. 
Over the next six months the Nordhavn 
cruised the beautiful waters of the Hawai-
ian Islands adding another 500 nautical 
miles to the log. 

In May 2007, Voyager III headed south to 
the Christmas Islands, and then on to the 
magical waters of Tahiti. The Nordhavn 
now had completed another 2,976 naut-
ical miles, tallying the log to 12,351. They 
cruised in and around the exotic islands 
of Bora Bora, Papeete and Huahine for 
a month, continuing on to Tonga.

For three months, Voyager III continued 
to island-hop across the South Pacific, 
taking in the azure waters of Fiji, Vanuatu 
and then Noumea. In November 2007, 
the vessel did the final passage across the 
Coral Sea into Australian waters, arriving 
in Brisbane, Queensland, with a total log 
of 17,230 nautical miles.

After official duties with Australian 
Customs, Voyager III enjoyed a brief rest 
at Southport Yacht Club, Queensland, 
where the crew prepared her for the new 
leg, the Australian journey. In March 
2008, Voyager III traveled to Sydney, 
then back to Brisbane. For the Austral-
ian winter, the boat headed north to the 
tropical Whitsunday Islands in August. 
Here, Voyager III cruised throughout the 
numerous islands before returning to 
the Gold Coast after adding another 
1,634 nautical miles to the log.

Bahia, Mexico, gave everyone a chance 
to get to know the boat, and enjoy all her 
creature comforts. The Mexican waters 
put on a real show, sighting whales, seals 
and dolphins. Plus the exotic places like 
Cabo San Lucas, La Paz and numerous 
anchorages along the way, gave an in-
sight into the culture and landscape of 
Mexico. All were impressed.

In June 2006, Voyager III commenced the 
next leg of her trip, traveling north to Port 
Angeles, Washington. This passage threw 
some unpleasant weather at the boat, but 
the Nordhavn handled it well. The boat 
was refueled, provisioned and prepared 

have Nordhavn, 
will voyage
With travels to mexico, alaska and the 
south seas, Voyager III ventures anywhere

whether exploring British 
Columbia, or dining al fresco and 

fishing in the Sea of Cortez, owners 
and guests enjoy the cruising life 

aboard voyager III. 
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W e are currently on a circum-
navigation of our  beautiful 
country, Australia, that 

started in May 2009 and is scheduled to 
conclude in January 2010.

This 7,200 nautical miles (13,334 kilo-
meters) cruise was inspired by a special 
moment in Bathurst Harbour in Tas-
mania recently when I found one of 
the most beautiful scenes I have ever 
seen, and wondered that we may have 
just only scratched the surface on what 
our country has to offer for the traveler 
by boat.

Jimmy Cornell explains in his Noonsite 
blog about Australia why he doesn’t see 
many Aussie boats around the world. Be-
cause, “Why would they want to when 
you see what they have in their region?”  

How could you see the rest of the world 
when you haven’t seen, say, the Kimber-
ley, Tassie (my favorite), the Great Bar-
rier Reef, New Zealand, Louisiades, the 
South West Pacific, Southeast Asia—all 
on our back door.

This trip, as I write (June 2009) is 
under way and plans may change “on 
the wing” as we go around, because we 
will not pass up an opportunity to drink 
up what is in store for us as we move from 
place to place. We have to, of course, 
avoid the cyclone season around the top 
from December to April, but the boat 
may move quicker or much slower to 
meet this circumstance. We expect to 
be back in Hobart in January 2010, but 
who knows?

One can’t be fully certain as nothing 

has been published about a trip like this, 
but we are fairly confident we are the 
first recreational powerboat to do this 
ever, and are very sure the first to do a 
full circumnavigation of the country, not 

just the mainland, and do it clockwise. 
We are not into records, but it will be a 
great satisfaction on top of the fabulous 
places we will visit along the way.

Going against the prevailing westerlies 
and current across the Great Australian 
Bight is not the convention, but we have 
a boat that is designed to cross oceans 
comfortably, and with careful study of 
weather conditions, thoughtful plan-
ning with of course no set timetable, we 
should mitigate any serious discomfort 
or problems.

Speaking to the old, salty cruisers at 
the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, they 
can’t recall anyone ever doing this trip 
east to west from Hobart. This is pos-
sible these days due to the advent of the 
modern-day trawler-type passagemaking 
powerboat that has the fuel capacity, the 
ability to do a rhumb line, and of course 
the seaworthiness to undertake it. 

Added is a stubborn old owner who 
was just a tenderfoot two years ago, who 
acknowledges the adage that a man’s al-
lotted time is just three score and ten.

Sunday Island, North Western  
Australia, 07/30/09

Robbie Burns said that “Nae man could 
change time or tides” and we have just 
been inducted into the world of tides, 
and the might and power they possess. 
We are currently in the area that claims 
the second highest tides in the world. 
The highest is in the Bay of Fundy in 
Nova Scotia, Canada.

A nice little overnight anchorage was 
sought at Sunday Island which is a sacred 
Aboriginal reserve with lots of rock art. 
We enjoyed the flooding tide scooting 
us along at 9.5 knots on 1,000 RPM from 
our last overnight anchorage in Thomas 
Bay. The making tide became our Achil-
les heel because arriving at the only an-
chorage in the guide along Meda Pass, 
where the chart clearly shows currents 
four to eight knots and “dangerous over-
falls,” when we tried to stop we were 
doing eight knots sideways. Only thing 
to do was abort staying here and seek out 
another anchorage. “The pool” on the 
other side of the island that appeared in 
an older version of the Western Austral-
ian Cruising Guide, had been chucked 
out of the latest edition but warned 

“don’t go there.” We had no choice as 
our next stop would have us arriving in 
the dark, or we would have to return 
against the tide back to Thomas Bay.

Claiming “the pool” was an experience 
of a lifetime, which gave us a baptism of 
fire fortuitously nice and early in our Kim-
berley experience. Getting there with 
just the engine ticking over was giving us 
13.4 knots over the ground and we were 
going through overfalls and whirlpools 
like I have never seen. Soon we were to 
learn what it was going to be like going 
against all of this as we dodged some 
rocks to get into this little sanctuary that 

was used as a cyclone shelter for pearl-
ing luggers. Now we had RPM of 2,000 
and speed of 2.2 knots. 

Broome, North Western Australia, 
07/26/09

SKIE arrived in the famous holiday 
resort Broome over a week ago to com-
plete Stage 3 of the circumnavigation 
and has us 3,640 nautical miles (7,000 
kilometers) from Hobart and roughly 
at the half-way mark. Stage 4 will be the 
exploration of the Kimberley, arriving at 
Darwin around September 1st.

We left West Lewis Island just west of 

SPOTLIGHT: DOWN UNDER

seven thousand nautical 
miles will take skIe all 

around australia

WRONG WAY

BY PEtEr ShEPPArD
NORDHAVN 55 SkIE

 SKIE has a smooth ride across the 
Great australian Bight. Map shows the 
intended route around australia.
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smell a new scent, they connect it to a 
person, an event or an activity, and their 
brains forge a link between odor and 
memory. Since we are children when we 
first encounter many odors, smells are 
especially likely to conjure childhood 
memories. 

Audrey says she and Amber were 
more averse to the cold than the boys 
and enjoyed much of the trip snug inside 
Audrey’s Dream watching the television, 
but they did get outside to connect with 
nature in their own way. If father and son 
were the “hunters,” mother and daughter 
performed the role of gatherers, clam-
ming on the beach, collecting shells and, 
most fun of all, capturing starfish.

Cooking for 10 is never easy, but 
Audrey Nowaczek said the boat’s galley 
was fine for the task. There the clams 
became clam chowder. Andrew sliced 
the fresh salmon for sushi—they ate a 
lot of sushi—while the rest was cooked 
on the grill. The crabs were magnificent, 
and so was a particular adult beverage 
made using “calved” remnants from one 
of the Glacier Bay glaciers.

“We netted an iceberg, a small piece 
of ice from the glacier, and we ground it 
up and made a million-year-old martini,” 
Andrew Nowaczek says.

Speaking of food, on their return to 
Ketchikan, the Nowaczeks treated the 
family to a very special party celebrat-
ing Aleksander’s fifth birthday on June 
29. The gang spent an afternoon at the 
Metlakatla Indian reservation on Annette 
Island, about 15 miles (24 kilometers) 
south of Ketchikan. “The Indians cooked 
for us old-fashioned salmon recipes and 
danced around for us. It was really color-
ful and very special. For my son, it was a 
big, big adventure,” Nowaczek recalls.

“My brother said how the boat trip 
brought his family together especially 
his teenage daughter. Two weeks in a 
confined small place with no place to 
hide, sometimes for days. I call that boat 
family therapy,” Nowaczek says.

In our interview, Audrey Nowaczek 
kept returning to how she had felt secure 
and comfortable during the trip, which 
though transiting protected waters, never-
theless included some exciting moments. 

“It’s just a solid boat. We went through 
some rough seas for a couple of days and 
nights, and it handled really well for how 
rough it was,” she says. “For three weeks 
with 10 people on board, mostly inside 
the boat, I think we did pretty well.” 

The Nowaczeks were planning a 
two-week cruise in Canadian waters in 
August, when Audrey hopes it will be 
nice and warm in comparison to the Al-
askan June. Then Audrey’s Dream will set 

a course for the Pacific Coast of Mexico, 
a region that the Nowaczeks cruised ex-
tensively on their Nordhavn 57. 

And if you should pass through Costa 
Rica next spring, don’t be surprised to 
find yourself docked next to Hull #1. 
Audrey’s Dream will be unforgettable. 
She’ll be the big 75-footer with the pale 
yellow hull, an aroma of grilling fish and 
the sound of laughing children.         IV

—Peter Swanson

Continued from Page 44

SPOTLIGHT: DOWN UNDER

Dampier, anchored the first night off 
Depuch Island, then made a 32-hour leg 
to Broome. Overnighting is a bit tough 
on two people with watches three hours 
on, three hours off. Usually the symp-
toms are a bit like jet lag, but when we 
arrive we have a nice long crash in the 
cot. I suppose a cot is unfair on our beds 
as they are very comfortable with the 
owner’s stateroom a king-size with the 
best mattress available.

The only company we had over this 32 
hours were the fish, and we experienced 
(or nearly) one of the greatest thrills a 
fisherman could have: we hooked two 
sailfish. My line was the first to go off 
and I couldn’t stop the reel peeling off 
as close to 200 meters of line was paid out 
before it stopped, then this magnificent 
creature became airborne, and crash, 
the line became lifeless which allowed 
me to reel in a lureless line. 

I’m not sure Tony believed me, as he 
was in the head at the time, but in less 
than 30 minutes he had hooked up an-
other one and was treated to the mag-
nificent aerial display, only to be lost 
like previously. We of course didn’t have 
the right gear in place and vowed to get 
heavier line and wire leaders when at 
Broome. SKIE has an aft control pod, so 
when a fish goes on, the motor can be 
wound down to low revs with the boat 
just barely moving, but with the autopilot 
still keeping us on course, the stabiliz-
ers still working, and the use of the bow 
and stern thrusters to change direction 
if we need to.

In the meantime, we were still taking 
Spanish mackerel on board, which are 
terrific eating fish. If we continue doing 
this we will have to start jettisoning meat 
out of the two freezers just to make room, 
perhaps as well for a giant trevally, mahi-
mahi, and of course what we came for, 
barramundi and mud crabs. However, 
soon there will be six of us on board to 
lighten the freezer load.

One of nicest things about boating 
is the great people you meet along the 
way. We spoke to Chris Wright who runs 
the VMR (Volunteer Marine Rescue) in 
Broome to alert him that we were en 
route, and our ETA. He also arranged 
for a fixed mooring behind Gantheaume 

Point, which belonged to the big tour-
ist boat True North which was away in the 
Kimberley. Not only did he do this, but 
came aboard and gave us pointers not 
only where to go in the Kimberley, but 
many tips on dodging uncharted reefs 
and techniques on handling 10-meter 
tidal ranges. This will be our biggest navi-
gational challenge as some of the tidal 
flows get up to 10 knots, and if not care-
ful, can leave you high and dry with disas-
trous consequences, including breaking 
off our two stabilizer fins.

I was very interested in the crocs we 
will be sharing the water with, and Chris’s 
son Paul said if they come too close when 
we are catching fish, just dong them 
on the head. Just as we were discuss-
ing this, Paul looked out and spotted 
a 2.5-meter saltie on its way towards the 
Cable Beach Resort for lunch. This is 
very rare to see a croc in Broome, so we 
called the police and rangers, and Paul 
followed him in his boat to keep an eye 
on his movements. We were told this is 
the only sighting they have had in five 

years of a croc at Broome, and the last 
one was shot, but this one was ushered 
out to sea. If a croc takes a tourist on the 
beach, you will have a resort calamity like 
in the movie Jaws.

We have invited Paul to join us to come 
up to the Horizontal Falls in Talbot Bay 
to show us a few things, and he can fly 
back on the float plane bringing Rick 
and Di in a week’s time. Margaret flies 
in this morning and we plan to take off 
as soon as she arrives. I haven’t told her 
that she has to walk into the water to 
almost waist deep to get on the inflat-
able, though. Paul has given us a gift of 
his croc donger, which is a rounded piece 
of heavy jarrah wood just like a skinny 
baseball bat. Just might take it for Marg’s 
pickup, but I could have it around my 
head when she finds out what I’m sub-
jecting her to.    IV

For more about the travels of SKIE around 
Australia, visit www.skieadventure.com. 
SKIE, by the way, stands for Spend Kids’ 
 Inheritance Early. 

peter Sheppard, wife Margaret, and son James share family time together aboard SKIE.

N75Eyf
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Principals
dan Streech, Owner/President

From an early age, Dan Streech seemed destined to live a life 
dedicated to boating. While still a teenager in high school, 
Streech purchased a small cruiser to go scuba diving and 
explore the California coast. After graduating from Califor-
nia Polytechnic State University at Pomona, he restored an 
old Alden yawl and took his family sailing (in outrageous 
conditions by today’s standards) to the South Pacific. With 
the cruising seed firmly planted, Streech returned from the 
trip knowing that he needed to make a living, and that he 
should do it by working with boats. So he opened his own 

Who we are
 Pacific Asian Enterprises, Inc. is a designer, developer and builder of 
yachts. Since 1978, PAE has built more than 400 Nordhavn trawler 
yachts and 212 Mason sailboats for customers worldwide. Between 
the U.S. and Europe, PAE has 85 employees, with another 750 at 
our Asian yards. The Vision, Mission and Goals introduction to our 
employee handbook is the best way to convey who we are:

Company vision:  We will work together to be recognized by 
our customers and our peers as the undisputed industry leaders in 
the trawler yacht market by providing vessels of the highest quality 
and best value possible.

Mission/Goals:  To design and build the best quality and most 
seaworthy yachts available worldwide. To achieve excellence in the 
performance of every company operation and activity. To challenge 
and motivate our employees and our Asian partners to achieve 
their maximum potential. To give our customers a boat-buying 
experience that is pleasant, satisfying and free of stress and financial 
risk. To always exceed the expectations of those with whom we do 
business.               

Values
Integrity:  Do what it takes to attain customer satisfaction and 
create long-lasting relationships. Honor our commitments and 
agreements, and demonstrate high standards of honesty, trust, 
professionalism, and ethical behavior.

teamwork:  Work together as a team to successfully reach 
company goals. Share ideas, skills, and resources with fellow 
employees to help fuel the company and individual growth. Show 
respect for fellow employees.

Communication:  Develop and continuously improve company 
policies and procedures to provide excellent communication 
with our customers to enhance the quality of their boat-buying 
experience. Provide excellent communications among our 
employees to help them do their jobs better and grow as 
employees.

accountability:  Accept responsibility for our actions, attitudes, 
and behavior towards our customers, co-workers, Asian partners 
and the company.

Employee Relations:  Provide a comfortable and safe working 
environment, provide career opportunities, compensate employees 
fairly, treat employees with respect, and help employees have a 
better life.

profitability:  Make money to create a healthy business, help 
all employees reach their financial and career objectives and 
guarantee to our customers the long-term service and support that 
they deserve.

fun:  Life on this earth is too short not to have fun. Have fun at work 
through social interaction, freedom of expression, feeling pride 
through accomplishment, and finding success by being the best.

Each and every employee at PAE is guided by these principles.               

meet the people who provide the push behind Pacific asian 
enterprises to make nordhavn the world’s pre-eminent trawler 
yacht. they are located at Pae headquarters in dana Point, 
california, unless otherwise indicated.

The driving force

yacht brokerage and was later joined by Jim Leishman and Joe 
Meglen. Together the trio formed Dan Streech Yacht Sales, 
which evolved into the present day Pacific Asian Enterprises. 
Despite many turbulent economic times since those days as 
a young man, Streech and PAE have managed to stay the 
course.

Like the Nordhavns he helped design, Streech, 61, has taken 
a slow and steady path to maintain PAE’s success during both 
the lucrative and lean times. He’s done it by working hard 
and being sensible no matter what the conditions, and when 
the time calls for it, being resourceful. “The type of success 
we’ve endured is not the kind that can just be bought,” says 

Streech. Even as 2009 saw the financial collapse of many of 
the world’s boatbuilders, PAE marked it’s 30th year as a com-
pany—a healthy company built on a strong debt-free foun-
dation bolstered by dedicated staff, ingenious thinking, hard 
work, revolutionizing technology and a corps of faithful, ad-
venturesome clients.

Together with brothers Jim and Jeff Leishman as his part-
ners, “PAE has proven to be healthier and more resilient than 
any other company that I know of in the marine business,” says 
Streech. “I know of no other boatbuilding firm with whom I 
would want to trade places. The powerful Nordhavn brand, 
our gorgeous new models and our superb group of PAE em-
ployees have allowed us to travel much deeper into this reces-
sion than nearly all of our competitors.” 

The current troubled financial time is not a foreign circum-
stance to Streech, who recalls the three-year federal luxury 
tax period during which the company sold no new boats to 
Americans. In order to survive, they expanded their market 
to Europe and Asia, thus initiating an international market-
ing effort that is a predominant part of the company’s present 
day success. 

So, how are they able to survive the existing crisis? By intro-
ducing new, exciting products like the Motorsailer, the Yacht-
fisher and the new Nordhavn 63; by maintaining a superb 
relationship with their two partner factories; and by assem-
bling a talented customer-driven team. “We may not be the 
most ‘sophisticated’ corporate guys around,” Streech says 
about himself and his partners. “But I think in our simplicity 
comes focus and it enables us to figure out how to overcome 
the challenges we face. If there’s any truth behind the old 
saying, ‘Whatever doesn’t kill you makes you stronger,’ we 
will emerge out of this thing as Superman.”

 
Jim leishman, Owner/Vice President

 It’s no surprise that Jim Leishman grew up scouring the docks 
of marinas for a job or a chance to go sailing. Leishman was 
born with boating in his blood and it is what has helped ignite 
the forward thinking ideas he has had for his own company’s 
designs.

There are few owners of boat manufacturers today who 
have taken as active a role as Leishman has in promoting and 
perfecting their own product line. Leishman, 53, is among 
the most recognizable names in the marine world—not just 
for introducing the industry-shaking Nordhavn that launched 
a new way of thinking about boating, but for going out and 
putting his money where his mouth is. When Leishman pro-
claimed that a 40-foot Nordhavn could circumnavigate the 
globe, he conceived the Around the World trip to prove his 
assertion and even hopped on board during the riskiest of 
legs—through the Middle East a few months post 9/11. And 
when owners needed convincing that they, too, could cross 
oceans, he came up with the Nordhavn Atlantic Rally and 
personally saw the safe and successful ocean passages of 18 
boats—leading the formation from a Nordhavn 57. In both 

paE owners: president dan Streech, vice-president Jim leishman, Chief of design Jeff leishman
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cases he proved he was right, as he almost always is.
How is it that he is so prolific with these hunches? Leishman 

will tell you his ideas are just things that make sense to him. 
When it came to the ATW and the NAR, he had confidence 
in his boats’ abilities to perform. “In both cases—unless some-
thing really out of the ordinary happened—I knew it could 
be done and be hugely successful for us.”

Meanwhile, it’s more or less blind faith when it comes to 
conceptualizing new boat designs. Mind you, it’s a faith that 
has usually been years in the making. The idea for a new model 
isn’t as simple as a light bulb going off one night and putting 
it to paper the next morning, says Leishman. For most of the 
“radical” designs, like the new Motorsailer and Expedition 
Yachtfisher, it’s typically something that Leishman has dis-
cussed in depth with younger brother Jeff, the company’s Chief 
of Design. “There are lots of ideas that get talked about,” says 
Leishman. “But the ones that keep coming up year after year 
are the ones that get built.” The design for the Motorsailer, in 
fact, was a hot topic for over a decade before the lines were 
drawn. Its inspiration was the Mason 63, a boat that was built 
in the 1980s. “We always loved that boat, and the Motorsailer, 
in a way, is a re-invention of that design.”

Batting about ideas for new boats is an ongoing process, al-
though these days thoughts are focused on working through 
the tough economy. Many question whether the current trend 
toward bigger boats, which has helped steer PAE through this 
period, will continue. Perhaps, says Leishman. “But we’ve re-
cently seen the smaller boats coming back a bit.” And Leishman 
actually prefers it that way. His penchant is for the mid-range 
sized boat like the one that originally launched Nordhavn. “I’d 
love to see some new design in the 50-foot range.” It would 
sort of bring Nordhavn full circle, and what could be more 
appropriate than that?

Jeff leishman, Owner/Chief Designer

How is it that these days Jeff Leishman finds himself busier 
than ever? It’s no secret that in 2009, PAE’s new-order book is 
smaller than it has been in years. But the fact is that with more 
time on his hands, Jeff can now take on things that he’s had 
to place on the back burner after years spent furiously trying 
to catch up with a packed production schedule.

The slowed building pace has provided Jeff, 49, with the 
perfect opportunity to examine existing designs and deter-
mine what aspects need to be refined. “It’s allowing us to go 
back and look at things and try to perfect different aspects of 
the boats,” said Jeff. After all, the last time he was able to step 
back and examine ways he could build a better boat was on 
the Around The World voyage when he and brother Jim not 
only came up with ways to improve the Nordhavn 40, they also 
conceived a whole new model: the Nordhavn 43. 

And just as it did on the ATW trip, this down period has af-
forded Jeff a jump-start on new designs. With lots of orders—
specifically big-boat orders—come lots of design modifications 
due to the semi-custom nature of the boats. Even now, this 
time consuming work burns up much of Jeff’s day. But the oft-

lauded naval architect does manage to sneak in some creative 
time at the drafting table. “I’m hoping to have some new stuff 
in the works so when we do come out of this, I’ll have made 
some headway,” he said. 

New designs on the horizon include bigger versions of the 
Expedition Yachtfisher and Motorsailer lines. And perhaps a 
new queen ship? “Assuming the 120 project goes well, there’s 
bound to be a bigger boat, eventually,” he said. “We have the 
capability to do it.”

Designing mega yachts like these is a far cry from Jeff’s 
beginnings at PAE where he started commissioning boats at 
age 15. After high school, he earned a degree in engineering 
and design at Saddleback College, and used this newfound 
knowledge as a draftsman at PAE to concentrate on custom 
Mason sailboat designs. It was this work that further piqued 
his interest in naval architecture and eventually led to his 
graduation from Yacht Design Institute with the Nordhavn 
46 being his senior thesis.

Engineering
phil arnold, Head of Engineering

PAE considered it quite a coup when they lassoed Phil Arnold 
to head up their expanding engineering department. Phil had 
spent 15 years leading the engineering group at Cabo Yachts, 
and helped the company solidify its position as a world-class 
manufacturer of sport fishing boats. Phil joined PAE in 2006, 
just as the company was finalizing the drawings for its new Ex-
pedition Yachtfisher, and played an integral role in the engin-
eering of the boat. “Phil’s experience and talent have proven 
him to be an invaluable asset to PAE,” said Chief Designer Jeff 
Leishman. Phil began his career designing and engineering 
sailboats before moving to spar and rigging design, working on 
a number of projects including those for the America’s Cup. 
A number of freelance powerboat projects prompted the shift 
from sail. Through working with PAE’s design/engineering and 

project management teams, Phil’s mission is to assure the finest, 
best engineered, and most seaworthy yachts in their class.

Steve Ryan, Engineer/CAD Designer

Taking over as PAE’s new Engineer/CAD Designer, Steve Ryan 
comes loaded with experience, having grown up in the boat-
ing world from an early age. Starting out sailing Sabots and 
Lasers as a kid, Steve graduated to a job at Boatswain’s Locker 
driving the tugboat around the harbor to bring in boats need-
ing haul-out. Steve was officially bitten by the boating bug, but 
went on to earn a CIT degree in robotics and followed that 
up working for General Dynamics Space Systems Division. He 
owned an engineering consulting company for many years 
with a specialty in designing products using parametric CAD 
modeling techniques with SolidWorks Software. Now at PAE, 
Steve has the best of both worlds in getting to combine his love 
of boats with his expertise in Solid CAD modeling.

Mike Gregovich, Engineer/Technical Writer

Ten years ago Mike Gregovich did a favor for his neighbor, Dan 
Streech, who had asked him to write an owner’s manual at the 
request of a Nordhavn 62 customer. That single manual led 
to another and then others and eventually prompted Mike’s 
resignation as a technical writer and engineer from the San 
Onofre (California) power plant in order to work full time 
at PAE. A graduate of the University of California at Berke-
ley with a degree in mechanical engineering, Mike serves as 
one of PAE’s staff engineers, and continues to focus on writ-
ing and managing Nordhavn owner’s manuals by inspecting 
boats during the construction and commissioning phases and 
incorporating the data into each book.

Mike telleria, Engineer/Technical Writer

Mike Telleria joins Mike Gregovich writing and compiling 
the highly detailed custom owner’s manual that comes with 
each boat. The job was a natural progression from Mike’s 
previous stints as an engineer and boating magazine writer, 
and makes good use of his rich marine background. Before 
spending a number of years as an engineer on commercial 
ships, Mike earned a degree in Marine Systems Engineering 
from the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in Kings Point, 
New York, and an unlimited U.S. Coast Guard 3rd Assist-
ant Engineer’s license. Before coming to PAE, he had spent 
much of the last 10 years in the world of recreational boat-
ing journalism as an editor for titles including Sea, Lakeland 
Boating and GoBoating.

Ron hobiera, Draftsman/Document Controller

A 2008 graduate of the Woodbury University School of Archi-
tecture in San Diego, Ron Hobiera spends time producing 
AutoCAD drawings for the busy design team as well as pro-
viding updates and document control for the engineering 
department. Although his degree is concentrated on homes 
and commercial buildings, he has provided valuable design 
assistance for our boats.

Project Management
Sky Scott, Production 
Manager

Sky Scott has been with Pacific 
Asian Enterprises since 2001 
when he managed the Pur-
chasing and Materials Hand-
ling Department supplying 
material for our overseas pro-
duction as well as parts to our 
many Nordhavn owners. He 
now leads our production 
team in our pursuit to build the highest quality and reliable 
ocean faring vessels. Sky earned his B.S. from California State 
Polytechnic University, Pomona and a Master of Business Ad-
ministration from Chapman University.

tommy haner, Customer Service Manager

Now in his third year at PAE, Tommy Haner has settled into 
the pivotal role of customer service manager, handling all 
issues that occur after a vessel is delivered to its owner in-
cluding overseeing warranty work and addressing any poor 
workmanship that occurs at the hands of a vendor or other 
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When strength and reliability are essential to 
your success on the open water, trust Kobelt 
to deliver. Kobelt has been manufacturing 
quality steering products and engine  
controls for 47 years, with integrated 
propulsion and steering systems built 
for ease of use and dependability. 
Our wide range of marine 
products are made to last and 
withstand the most rugged 
conditions.

Constructed of durable 
bronze and stainless steel, 
every one of them is backed 
with the best warranty in 
the industry, along with 
worldwide sales and support.

Contact us today, and set your course 
for EXCELLENCE

Phone (604) 590-7313  |   Fax (604) 590-8313 
www.Kobelt.com  |   sales@kobelt.com 
8238 129th Street, Surrey BC, Canada

Meeting ChaLLENgEs 
at every turn...  

setting new standards for marine controls

non-PAE service technicians. By work-
ing with the production manager and 
project managers, Tommy’s goal is to 
take a proactive approach to preventing 
issues. Tommy’s extensive background as 
a service manager for a large automotive 
group fit perfectly with the demands of 
his function at PAE.

trever Smith, Project Manager 
N86/120

After a dozen years with the company, 
Trever Smith has literally worked his way 
up to his current spot overseeing the 
queen ships in the Nordhavn product line. 
Starting out on the docks as a key member 
of the commissioning crew, Trever quickly 
demonstrated a keen understanding of 
the complex boats and was promoted 
to project management where he has 
helmed such projects as the 62, 72 and 76. 
His calm, knowledgeable, hard-working 
demeanor has established him as a favor-
ite amongst the customers he serves.

andy Barnes, Assistant Project 
Manager N86/120

Another face who began in one depart-
ment and swiftly transferred to another 
spot within the company, Andy Barnes 
started with PAE five years ago in the 
purchasing department helping project 
managers export parts and systems to the 
factories in Taiwan and China. He now as-
sists on PAE’s two biggest projects: the N86 
and 120. Additionally, the former software 
developer produces custom applications 
for the company’s core functions.

Garrett Severen, Project Manager 
N72/76

Garrett Severen started with PAE in the 
Dana Point commissioning department, 
and then moved to Florida to help com-
mission Nordhavns on the East Coast. 

After returning to Dana Point, he was 
named project manager of the Nord-
havn 62 and since then has taken over 
the N72/76 projects.

Sandy wheeler, Assistant Project 
Manager N72/76

With a background in production, sales 
and customer service, Sandy Wheeler 
has played a key role on the project man-
agement team. She started in 2004 as an 
assistant on the N64/68 projects before 
moving up to the 72/76 boats. Prior to 
joining PAE, she was the executive assist-
ant at historic Mission San Juan Capis-
trano, home of the famous swallows. 

dave harlow, Project Manager N75 
Expedition Yachtfisher

A childhood friend of the Leishman 
brothers, Dave Harlow came to PAE 
during the company’s earliest years, 
bringing with him an extensive sailing 
background and mechanical know-how. 
He was a delivery captain of offshore sail-
boats for Lemest Yacht Sales, the broker-
age affiliate of PAE, before shifting to 
sales. He became so familiar with the 
boats that he was appointed project 
manager, first of the Mason 44, then of 
a growing number of Nordhavns.

Justin Zumwalt, Project Manager 
N64/68

More than a decade ago, Justin Zumwalt 
was on the docks at PAE, doing odd jobs 
and washing new boats. After becoming 
knowledgeable on Nordhavn systems, 
he began crewing with owners to help 
familiarize them with their new boats. 

In 2000, he 
became PAE’s 
commissioning 
manager, and 
the following 
year was made 
project manager of the Nordhavn 57. He 
has spent the last three years overseeing 
the N64/68 design.

Julie hoppe, Assistant Project Manager 
N64/68

Julie joined the project management 
team two years ago, bringing prior ex-
perience in event management and cus-
tomer service. The graduate of Long 
Beach State University is a competitive 
triathlete and is described as being just 
as determined and hard working in the 
office as she is outside of it. 

Mike Jensen, Project Manager 
N55/60/63

Mike Jensen worked for three years as a 
tech for the California commissioning 
team before changing hats in 2004 to 
become project manager of the Nord-
havn 47. He has spent the past two years 
heading up the N55 project and now 
is in charge of its two offshoots, the 60 
and 63.

philippa Irwin, Assistant Project 
Manager N40II, N55/60/63, N75 EYF 

Philippa Irwin joined the PAE family in 
1998 as manager of Nordhavn’s affiliate 
sales office in Dana Point before moving 
to project management a year later. Track-
ing work in progress, she acts as a liaison 
between the buyer, project manager and 

factory on a number of models. Since 
joining PAE, Irwin has cruised on sev-
eral Nordhavns, including exploring the 
waters near Alaska on a Nordhavn 40.

Jeremy henderson, Project Manager 
N47/52

Jeremy Henderson worked as assistant 
project manager on the Nordhavn 47 
as well as the 64/68 design. He was later 
asked to head up the N47 project and has 
recently added the 52 to his resume. 

pete Eunson, Project Manager N40II, 
N43, N56MS

Pete grew up in Southern California 
where he lived aboard several 30-foot-
plus sailboats. A gifted craftsman, he 
combined working with sailing and took 
a job at Ta Shing, the Taiwanese factory 
which now builds the Nordhavn 56MS, 
62, 64, 68, 72 and 76, building TransPac 
and Norsemen sailing yachts. After a 
decade with Ta Shing, he joined PAE 
where, with more than 30 years of ex-
perience in boatbuilding, he is one of the 
most knowledgeable project managers.

Jessica Morrow, Assistant Project Man-
ager N43, N56MS; PM Administrator 

Jessica Morrow joined the Nordhavn 
force in 2004 as assistant project man-
ager of the Nordhavn 43. Since then she 
has taken on a number of other projects 
and also acts as coordinator for the very 
busy project management team which 
includes handling the production sched-
ule and shipping arrangements.

dan Collins, Project Manager for 
Delivery

Dan Collins serves as a roving project 
manager of sorts, overseeing boats 64 
feet and above undergoing commis-
sioning. Coordinating efforts between 
the buyer, the commissioning team, 
salesman, parts department, and vend-
ors, Dan’s goal is to not only ensure a 
smooth commissioning process but also 
allow the project managers to remain 
focused on new orders and boats still 
under construction. Dan has been with 
PAE for over a year and has made tre-
mendous strides toward easing the rigors 
of the commissioning process. He brings 

with him an extensive background in 
professional seamanship. 

david Jen, Asia-based liaison*

Based in Taiwan, David Jen is PAE’s 
“eyes and ears” on site at the Taiwan 
and China factories. He is a gradu-
ate of the prestigious National Cheng 
Kung University of Taiwan where he 

majored in Naval Architecture and 
Marine Engineering. With his 11 
years of experience in the boatbuild-
ing business, proficiency in three 
languages and superb engineering, 
management and people skills, David 
is an invaluable resource who stays 
very busy with a wide range of tasks 
and responsibilities. 
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 Nordhavn owners insist on the 

absolute finest closures.  They turn to 

Pacific Coast Marine for unparalleled 

quality, smart solutions and custom 

workmanship.  Serious passage makers 

count on PCM’s reputation, experience 

and dedication. 

photo taken by Stephen Cridland

Marketing
Jennifer Stern, Director of Marketing

Having joined PAE in 1997 as a market-
ing assistant, Jennifer Stern has seen the 
company expand exponentially, and 
with it the needs of the mushrooming 
marketing department. Jennifer now 
supervises the marketing team and is 
responsible for all advertising and mar-
keting including website development, 
media relations and special events. She 
returned to her New England roots in 
2001 to head up the Northeast sales 
office and also oversees all operations 
out of that location.

amy Zahra, Marketing Manager

Amy Zahra’s prior experience at a high 
profile ad agency in San Francisco has 
helped earn her success as PAE’s market-
ing manager. In addition to aiding the 
Marketing Director, her primary func-
tions include handling West Coast boat 
shows, supervising the online store, as-
sisting with website content and man-
aging direct marketing efforts. She also 

played a key role as a member of the 
Nordhavn Atlantic Rally committee.

doug harlow, Webmaster/Graphic 
Artist*

PAE’s often lauded website is the respon-
sibility of Doug Harlow. Harlow works 
tirelessly updating and incorporating 
new features to the website, which keep 
fans coming back for more. Addition-
ally, Harlow is the creative force behind 
many of the company’s marketing ma-
terials and brokerage ads. Harlow has 
also assisted Nordhavn owners with the 
production of their own websites.

Randy Robertson, Promotions 
Consultant*

After inaugurating successful marketing 
campaigns for the likes of Cabo Yachts 

and Pacific Seacraft, Randy Robertson 
was tapped by PAE to assist with the pro-
motion of two unique projects, the Ex-
pedition Yachtfisher and the Motorsailer. 
The On Watch series of newsletters pro-
moting these two models as well as the 
120 and Nordhavn’s brokerage boats, 
was Robertson’s brainchild. He also 
helped launch the Nordhavn Pennant 
Program and assists with ad creative.

Sales
Nordhavn Yachts Southwest 
Dana Point, California

Gerry Edwards, Sales Representative

Ireland native Gerry owned a successful 
tool and supply company which he sold 
in 2002 to join the PAE sales team. He 
was involved in the Nordhavn Atlantic 
Rally, meeting European customers in 
Gibraltar, and then helping deliver Atlan-
tic Escort, the Nordhavn 57 that was the 
rally command vessel, to the Nordhavn 
Europe office in the U.K.

larry Gieselman, Sales Representative

PAE’s first official salesman, Larry joined 
the company more than two decades ago, 
bringing an extensive background in sail-
ing and marine hardware sales. Since then, 
he has sold more pre-owned Masons and 
Nordhavns than anyone in the world.

paul hutton, Sales Representative

A licensed captain trained in the Royal 
Navy, Paul Hutton has a rich nautical 
background. He has sailed, sold and 
delivered yachts of all sizes around the 
world, and fished in tournaments far 
and wide. In 2007, he led his team to 
second place in the release division of 
the world’s biggest marlin tournament. 
A native of Cornwall, England, he brings 
an impressive wealth of knowledge from 
spending a lifetime on the water.

Eric leishman, Sales Representative

Having grown up within the Nord-
havn family, Eric started his career with 
PAE as crew on the Around The World 
Nordhavn 40 and later became a com-
missioning technician in both Califor-
nia and Florida. He then served as an 
onboard tech during the Nordhavn At-
lantic Rally. After three years in commis-
sioning, he moved into the sales office 
in Dana Point.

James leishman, Sales Representative

James Leishman, who grew up on Mason 
sailboats and Nordhavns with his family, 
joined the Dana Point sales staff in early 
2005. A longtime boater, James has 
helped deliver countless boats up the 
East Coast and served as crew on the 
escort vessel for the Nordhavn Atlantic 
Rally. He received his B.S. in anthropol-
ogy from California State University at 
Fullerton. 

leah McGettigan, Office Manager

Leah McGettigan has been with PAE for 
the past eight years, primarily providing 
support to the company’s largest sales 
office as well as managing and organ-
izing brokerage listings company-wide. 
Additionally, the mass communications 
grad from Hayward (California) State 
University assists the marketing depart-
ment and handles all travel for the entire 
company.

Jeff Merrill, Sales Representative

A former vice-president of sales and mar-
keting for Pacific Seacraft, Jeff Merrill has 
an extensive sailing background that trans-
lates well to Nordhavn’s large ex-sailor 
market. After graduation from Stanford 

University, he crewed on Heart of America 
for the America’s Cup in Australia.

Nordhavn Yachts Northwest
Seattle, Washington

don Kohlmann, Northwest Sales 
Manager

Growing up in Northern California, Don 

Kohlmann started sailing as a child with 
his father. After joining renowned sail-
boat manufacturer Pacific Seacraft, he ul-
timately became general manager. While 
there, Don worked closely with PAE on 
the Nordhavn 40 project and was eventu-
ally tapped to head up PAE’s Northwest 
sales office in Seattle, Washington, which 
opened its doors in September 2005.

aLL aBoUt Pae                                         

MARkETING DIRECTOR JENNY STERN

MARkETING TEAM: AMY ZAHRA, RANDY ROBERTSON, DOUG HARLOW

NORDHAVN YACHTS SOUTHWEST: JEFF MERRILL, GERRY EDWARDS, PAUL HUTTON, LEAH MCGETTIGAN, LARRY GIESELMAN, 
ERIC LEISHMAN. MISSING: JAMES LEISHMAN
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Ph: 949.858.8820  •  Fax: 949.858.0505www.forespar.com

When Nordhavn decided to add sails 

to their new 56, they chose Forespar’s 

Leisure Furl In-boom furling system 

to tame the mainsail.  It allows the 

owner to deploy, furl or stow the 

mailsail with one-line control.  

It’s ready to sail when you are.

BOATING IS A BREEZE ABOARD 
THE NEW NORDHAVN 56 MS

LEISURE FURL

EZ Board NOVA Lift NOVA Davit Smart Valves Lighting Master

JUST ONE OF OUR MANY PRODUCT LINES 

wilma Bracken, Office Manager

Wilma Bracken joined the Seattle office 
three years ago, bringing the perfect 
combination of customer service skills 
and a lifelong passion for water and boat-
ing. Wilma spent summers sailing in her 
native Vancouver, and includes the Greek 
Islands and the British Virgin Islands 
among her cruising destinations. Prior to 
her current position, she spent 15 years 
with United Airlines as an international 
reservation sales representative.

Barbara lippert, Sales Representative

Nordhavn’s first female sales rep, Barbara 
Lippert is an industry veteran who has 
been very active in Northwest marine in-
dustry trade groups, in addition to various 
phases of new and brokerage yacht sales 
and leasing.  She is a past president of 
the Northwest Yacht Brokers Association, 
and currently serves on the board.

Nordhavn Yachts Southeast
Stuart, Florida

andy hegley, Southeast Sales Manager

After working as a broker the past five 

years, Andy Hegley was promoted to sales 
manager of the southeast office in 2009. 
Prior to joining the Nordhavn team, he 
worked as an agent selling luxury auto-
mobiles. He is a native of England where 
he owned a successful sales and market-
ing business for 10 years before settling 
in the U.S.

Ray danét, Sales Representative

A nine-year veteran with Nordhavn, Ray 
Danét sought to ease his busy schedule 
and stepped down as manager of Nord-
havn Yachts Southeast earlier this year, a 
position he held since opening the office 
in 2003. He remains very active in selling 
new and brokerage Nordhavns.

ted Robie, Sales Representative

Ted Robie joined the southeast sales 
force bringing with him a wealth of 
boating and sales experience. In 2008 
he marked 30 years in the marine indus-
try, starting out in Portsmouth, Rhode 
Island, selling new and used sailboats. 
He later joined Pearson Yachts, first as 
sales manager and then as vice president, 
eventually moving to Alden Yachts where 

he was senior broker. While at Alden, Ted 
helped bring several new sail and power-
boat designs to the marketplace and 
soon rose to VP of sales. He relocated 
to Florida in 2003, serving as sales direc-
tor for The Hinckley Company.

Geri tumolillo, Office Manager

Starting out in Dana Point, Geri Tumo-
lillo initially ran Nordhavn’s West Coast 
sales office area before moving to Florida 
to oversee the southeast location. She 
has many years experience in the marine 
sales industry having previously helping 
manage several other marine-related 
companies in southern California. 

Nordhavn Yachts Northeast
Portsmouth, Rhode Island

Jennifer Stern, Northeast Sales 
Manager

See Marketing Team

dave Balfour, Sales Representative

Dave Balfour joined the Northeast office 
in 2002 with nearly 20 years’ experience 
in the marine industry and a lifetime 

spent around boats. Dave worked at Free-
dom/Legacy Yachts, first as customer ser-
vice manager and then as broker prior to 
his roles as service tech and manufactur-
ing engineer for Boston Whaler. Aside 
from his extensive knowledge of boat 
systems, Dave has logged thousands of 
miles on Nordhavns and served as crew 
on the MedBound 2007 rally.

paula d’andrea, Office Manager

Paula D’Andrea has been with the north-
east office since 2005, helping to assist 
the busy brokers there and managing 
day-to-day functions. In addition to her 
office duties, she serves as support for 
the marketing team including handling 
all brokerage advertising and working 
boat shows. 

Ben Sprague, Sales Representative

Ben Sprague came to PAE in 2006 with 
an extensive background in sailing. He 
spent 12 years working as director of 
sales and marketing for GMT Compos-
ites, a carbon spar and marine compos-
ites manufacturing business, and was a 
salesman with Hood Yacht Systems for 
six years. In addition to crewing on sev-
eral 70-foot-plus sailboats (including six 
trans-Atlantic voyages), Ben has helped 
deliver a number of Nordhavns up and 
down the East Coast.

Nordhavn Europe, Ltd.
Southampton, England

Neil Russell, Director of European Sales

A native of the United Kingdom, Neil 
Russell spent 10 years in California after 
he graduated from the England Mari-
time Institute, where he studied yacht 
construction engineering. He worked 
for Pacific Seacraft (at the time builders 
of the Nordhavn 40) where he worked 
his way through the company to end as 
vice president of production. Neil joined 
PAE in 2004, working as a salesman out 
of the head office before moving back to 
the U.K. to open and head up the Euro-
pean office.

fiona Earle, Office Manager

As sales abroad continue to rise, Fiona 
Earle has found she’s busier than ever 

managing the growing needs of the Euro-
pean office. Arriving to NEL in 2006, 
Fiona’s responsibilities include overseeing 
accounting and organizing the European 
side of marketing including advertising, 
boat shows and press coverage.

Maxine Mulcahy, Sales Administrator

Maxine joins Nordhavn this year helping 

the sales team with processing all new in-
quiries, maintaining brokerage listings 
and coordinating information packages. 
She also assists the office manager when-
ever needed.

philip Roach, Sales Representative

Philip Roach came to Nordhavn Europe 
in 2006 after several years’ experience 

aLL aBoUt Pae                                     

NORDHAVN YACHTS NORTHWEST: WILMA BRACkEN, BARBARA LIPPERT, DON kOHLMANN

NORDHAVN YACHTS SOUTHEAST: RAY DANET, TED ROBIE, GERI TUMOLILLO, ANDY HEGLEY NORDHAVN EUROPE: PHILIP ROACH, FIONA EARLE, MAXINE MULCAHY, NEIL RUSSELL

NORDHAVN YACHTS NORTHEAST: BEN SPRAGUE, JENNY STERN, DAVE BALFOUR, PAULA D’ANDREA
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PACIfIC ASIAN ENTERPRISES

hEadQUaRtERS
34179 Golden Lantern, Suite 101
Dana Point, California 92629
Ph: 949-496-4848 / Fx: 949-240-2398
info@nordhavn.com

SalES offICES
Nordhavn Yachts Northeast
222 Narragansett Blvd.
Portsmouth, Rhode Island 02871
Ph: 401-293-0910 / Fx: 401-293-0914
nesales@nordhavn.com

Nordhavn Yachts Northwest
2601 W. Marina Place, Suite S
Seattle, Washington 98199
Ph: 206-223-3624 / Fx: 206-223-3628
nwsales@nordhavn.com

Nordhavn Yachts Southeast
600 NW Dixie Hwy
Stuart, Florida 34994 
Ph: 772-223-6331 / Fx: 772-223-3631
sesales@nordhavn.com

Nordhavn Yachts Southwest
24703 Dana Drive
Dana Point, California 92629
Ph: 949-496-4933 / Fx: 949-496-1905
swsales@nordhavn.com

Nordhavn Europe Ltd.
10-12 Firefly Road, Hamble Point Marina
Hamble, SO31 4NB, United kingdom
Ph: +44 (0) 23 8045 6342 
Fx: +44 (0) 23 8045 7741
europesales@nordhavn.com

Nordhavn Australasia
Level 30, AMP Place, 10 Eagle Street
Brisbane, Queensland 4000, Australia
Ph: +61 (0) 419 760 258
Freecall number: 1300 783 010
Fx: +61 7 3102 6253
peter@nordhavn.com.au

CoMMISSIoNING loCatIoNS
Nordhavn Commissioning – West Coast
24701 Dana Drive
Dana Point, California 92629
Ph: 949-487-7335 / Fx: 949-496-7836
russell.barber@nordhavn.com
For slip information:
sarah.copper@nordhavn.com

Nordhavn Commissioning – East Coast
54 N Dixie Hwy
Stuart, Florida 34994
Ph: 772-232-3172 / Fx: 772-232-3174
john.hoffman@nordhavn.com
robin.braathe@nordhavn.com

pURChaSING aNd paRtS
Nordhavn Parts Department
24701 Dana Drive
Dana Point, California 92629
Ph: 949-496-1847 / Fx: 949-496-7169
parts@nordhavn.com

in the marine industry, most recently in 
sales of marine electronics. A keen sailor, 
Philip often is found yacht racing around 
Cowes and the Solent.

Nordhavn Australasia Ltd.
Brisbane, Australia

peter devers, Sales Manager

A lifetime boater, Peter Devers spent years 
cruising the Australian coast and West-
ern Pacific prior to opening his own yacht 
sales business. In 2006, he inked a deal 
with PAE to become the preferred dealer 
of Nordhavns in the South Pacific. Since 
joining forces with PAE, Peter has sold and 
overseen the commission of a number of 
new Nordhavns and has been instrumen-
tal in bringing Nordhavns to a new audi-
ence by participating in the Australian 
and New Zealand boat show circuit. 

david flynn, Sales Representative

David Flynn grew up on the south coast of 
England and started his lifelong passion 
of sailing on the waters of the Solent. He 
brings to the company a thorough know-
ledge of the overseas boating market, with 
a background of 17 years in sales and 

management in the marine industry. A 
commercial yachtmaster and professional 
photographer, he has a deep passion for 
boating, a unique blend of knowledge 
and skills, and a focus on delivering the 
absolute highest standard of service.

Commissioning 
West coast commissioning
Dana Point, California

Russell Barber, General Manager of 
Commissioning Worldwide

A licensed captain for many years,  Russell 
Barber is a lifer in the boating world. In 
2007, he was promoted to head of com-
missioning for all locations to ensure 
proper management of each commis-
sioning team, including coordinating 
offsite work when necessary to guarantee 
each Nordhavn receives proper service. 
His teams’ proficiency is an extension of 
Russell’s extensive knowledge of Nord-
havns inside and out.
 
Sarah Copper,  Administrator of 
Commissioning Worldwide

Sarah Copper started at PAE in 2002 

working on boats, and now oversees 
many different projects in the commis-
sioning department. Her main func-
tions are serving to support the general 
manager of commissioning as well as 
handling all administrative duties for 
the department. She also manages parts 
and materials for all boats undergoing 
commissioning, coordinates slips and 
moorage for new Nordhavns and broker-
age vessels at the Dana Point docks, and 
functions as PAE’s safety coordinator.

West Coast Commissioning Team

Joe ascona
Bobby Barrett
Coy Brackett
Mark Craven
Casey dipietro
Justin Jensen 
Bob loeffler
Jeff lothringer
Neal Manion
Glenn Shotwell

East coast commissioning
Stuart, Florida

John hoffman, East Coast 
Commissioning Manager

Since the East Coast commissioning facil-
ity opened up nearly six years ago, John 

Hoffman has overseen work on dozens of 
new boats as well as warranty service on 
delivered boats. John’s depth of boating 
knowledge comes from the years spent 
operating his own repair and new boat 
construction business, where he built 
many types of sport fishing boats. 

Robin Braathe, East Coast 
Commissioning Administrator

Robin Braathe plays a key role assisting 
the commissioning manager in organ-
izing worklists and parts needs of boats 
undergoing service. She also helps detail 
the boats as well as assists at boat shows.

East Coast Commissioning Team

lee Bottorf
Rob Cole
Chris Cooper
Ed holmes
drew leishman
George osterberg
teri whitney

European commissioning
Southampton, England

Russell payne, Europe Commissioning 
Manager

With 12 years experience running a 
yacht commissioning and repair fa-
cility, Russell Payne brings a wealth of 
technical knowledge and experience 
to his role of commissioning manager. 
An experienced trans-Atlantic skipper 
and lifelong boater, Russell oversees all 
commissioning of new boats as well as 

technical or servicing issues for Nord-
havn owners while in Europe.

Europe Commissioning Team

anthony Bissett

Australasia commissioning
Brisbane, Australia

andy wadham 
Andrew Wadham has brought a wealth of 
experience to the commissioning process 
for Nordhavn customers Down Under 
since joining the team a year ago. Andrew 
has a background in marine engineering 
and received formal training in maritime 
operations. With a Master Class V (un-
restricted) license, and extensive safety 
and communications qualifications, he 
offers Nordhavn customers the benefit 
of having logged over 30,000 miles as 
Master in Command. Andrew’s engin-
eering and customer relations skills are 
a vital part of the Nordhavn Australian 
office, as he shares his knowledge and 
advice with Nordhavn owners during the 
commissioning and warranty period.

aLL aBoUt Pae                                        

NORDHAVN AUSTRALASIA: DAVID FLYNN, VICTORIA SMITH, PETER DEVERS, JULIA BAkER, ANDY WADHAM

EAST COAST COMMISSIONING MANAGER JOHN HOFFMAN

COMMISSIONING DEPARTMENT HEAD RUSSELL BARBER WEST COAST COMMISSIONING TEAM: JEFF LOTHRINGER, CASEY DIPIETRO, COY BRACkETT, BOBBY BARRETT, SARAH COPPER, NEAL MANION, 
JOE ASCONA, BOB LOEFFLER, GLENN SHOTWELL, MARk CRAVEN. MISSING: JUSTIN JENSEN

EAST COAST COMMISSIONING TEAM: DREW LEISHMAN, 
COMMISSIONING MANAGER JOHN HOFFMAN, ROB COLE, CHRIS 
COOPER, GEORGE OSTERBERG, ROBIN BRAATHE, LEE BOTTORF

NORDHAVN EUROPE COMMISSIONING TEAM: ANTHONY BISSETT, 
RUSSELL PAYNE
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Administration
Erin lloyd, Director of Business 
Operations

Erin first joined the PAE team in 1996 as 
an accounting assistant and eventually 
worked her way up to accounting man-
ager. After a brief hiatus, she rejoined the 
company in 2004 as director of business 
operations, overseeing sales tax issues for 
all four U.S. offices, related audits, and 
assisting on special projects with the ac-
counting department.

Josh lloyd, Controller

Josh joined PAE in 2006 as controller, 
overseeing the company’s finances and 
managing the accounting department. 
Prior to coming to PAE, he worked for a 
public accounting firm and later served 
as controller for the popular Wahoo’s 
Fish Taco restaurant chain based in 
Southern California. Josh also oversees 
all aspects of human resources including 
hiring, payroll, and employee benefits.

Jack Griguoli, Human Resources 
Manager

Jack Griguoli joined the PAE team ori-
ginally as a document management spe-
cialist in June 2007. A year later he was 

promoted to human resources manager 
while still managing all company invoi-
ces using Doc2Net (document scanning 
software). Jack is a graduate of Cal State 
Long Beach with a degree in theater arts. 
With an extensive background in acting, 
Jack still does professional theater and 
voice-over work on the side. Before PAE, 
Jack worked for Tommy Bahama for five 
years as a retail stock manager.

Jan Bell, Accounting Manager

With a background in finance, Jan Bell 
came to PAE in the summer of 2004 to 
fill a void in the busy accounting depart-
ment. At her last job, she headed up the 
accounting department at a small com-
pany. Now Jan oversees PAE’s accounts 
payable as well as brokerage-related ac-
counting issues.

Marcy Griguoli, Accounts Payable 
Manager

Marcy comes to PAE armed with lots of 

Sue tatar, CPA*

Sue Tatar has been serving PAE since its 
earliest beginnings and has been present 
for the company’s ups and downs and 
tremendous growth spurt.

Purchasing
Jeff Sandahl, Purchasing Manager

Jeff Sandahl came to PAE’s Purchasing 
Department in 2006 having previously 
worked as department head for construc-
tion equipment dealerships. After two 
years at PAE, Jeff was promoted to man-
ager where he oversees all parts purchas-
ing and shipping and is responsible for 
managing parts inventory for the 72/76 
and non-production models.

Gabriel valdez, Purchasing Assistant

A native of Philadelphia, Gabriel Valdez 
gained experience in the receiving/pur-
chasing department for an electrical 
wholesale company before joining 
PAE’s Purchasing Department in 2007. 
 Gabriel assists the Purchasing manager 
as well as oversees parts and purchasing 

for the N55, N56, N60, N64, N68, N75, 
N86 and N120 projects.

trinity Stephenson, Purchasing 
Assistant

Like many at PAE, Trinity started out as 
part of the commissioning team where 
she detailed new boats and familiar-
ized herself with parts and systems. She 
was soon appointed to the position of 
Commissioning Parts Coordinator and 
later moved into Purchasing based on 
her knowledge of the boats as well as 

accounting experience, most recently as 
head of the accounting department at a 
marketing company. Born and raised on 
the East Coast, Marcy spent many sum-
mers with her family sailing the Atlantic 
on her grandfather’s yacht, so she feels 
her position at PAE is a nice melding of 
the two experiences. However, her true 
love is in theater, having graduated with 
a BA in theater from the University of 
Massachusetts. At PAE, Marcy focuses 
on managing the payables and assists 
the controller.

Meghan Conrad, Accounting Assistant

Meghan Conrad came to PAE in 2007 
to fulfill the busy role of receptionist 
at company headquarters. Like many 
others who started out in reception pos-
itions here, Meghan has since moved 
into another area of the company and 
now works in the accounting department 
assisting the accounting team.

aaron Carlow, IT Manager*

Since Aaron Carlow began providing 
technical assistance to the company, it 
has sprouted several new offices. One 
of his toughest challenges was to inter-
face the database needs of eight different 
locations into one cohesive system. He 
currently provides software and hard-
ware maintenance assistance for the 
company’s approximately 75 employ-
ees worldwide.

prior purchasing experience at another 
company. Aside from retaining her role 
of parts management for all new boats 
undergoing commissioning, she also 
heads up all purchasing orders for the 
N40, N43, N47, N52, N62, and N63.

Justin Brown, Purchasing Assistant

Justin Brown joined PAE in 2005 and 
provided a much-needed hand in the 
Purchasing and Parts department. He is 
primarily responsible for shipping and 
receiving of parts as well as providing sup-
port to all the purchasing assistants.

Gene Jensen, Material Handler/Driver

A former owner of an auto repair shop, 
Gene Jensen joined PAE in 2004 with an 
extensive background in the parts busi-
ness. As a semi-retired part-time employee, 
he enjoys driving to local boats and busi-
nesses delivering and retrieving parts. He 
also helps with shipping and receiving.

* Independent contractor

DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS OPERATIONS ERIN LLOYD

NORDHAVN ADMINISTRATIVE: JACk GRIGUOLI, BECkY PETERS, JAN BELL, MARCY GRIGUOLI, MEGHAN CONRAD. MISSING: DOROTHY ORDOS

CONTROLLER JOSH LLOYD IT MANAGER AARON CARLOW

PARTS DEPT: GENE JENSEN, GABRIEL VALDEZ, TRINITY STEPHENSON, JEFF SANDAHL, JUSTIN BROWN

CPA SUE TATAR PARTS MANAGER JEFF SANDAHL

Aegis Marine/MMI www.mmimarine.com   54
Alcom Marine Electronics www.alcommarine.com 141
Alfa Laval www.alfalaval.com 107
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Chapman Marine www.chapmanmarine.com 143
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FenderHooks.com www.fenderhooks.com 127
Forespar Corporation www.forespar.com 161
Furling & Rigging www.prescable.com 135

General Ecology Inc. www.generalecology.com 39
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Hundested Propeller A/S www.hundestedpropeller.dk 139
Imtra Marine Products www.imtra.com 33
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Kobelt Manufacturing www.kobelt.com 157
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Ocean Air www.oceanairmarine.com 75
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Outback Power Systems www.outbackpower.com 94
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Oversea Insurance  www.overseainsurance.com 155
Pacific Coast Marine Industries www.pcmii.com 159
Pantaenius www.pantaenius.com 6
PassageMaker Magazine www.passagemaker.com 117
Pompanette www.pompanette.com 147
Prime Fabrication www.primefabrication.com 107
Quickline USA www.quickline.us 103
Raven Marine Services www.ravenmarine.ca 111
Sea-Fire www.sea-fire.com 75
Sea Magazine www.seamagazine.com 8
Sea Wolff Canvas www.seawolffcanvas.com 26
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Soundown Corporation www.soundown.com 115
Spurs Marine www.spursmarine.com 139
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Magnificent! She is the flagship for a new generation of 
adventurers, explorers and globe travelers. Introducing the
Nordhavn 120: a vision of optimum design, advanced 
engineering and spacious, luxurious life onboard. She 
beckons those who consider the world their playground and
the ocean a home.

Beautiful and sleek, yet big and brawny, the N120 
gracefully carries the owners and up to eight guests,
indulging them with spaciousness and richness. With four
decks, four king-sized guest suites and a tantalizing owners’
suite, she may rightly be considered a personal luxury
ocean liner.

The N120 is a world-class, ABS-certified yacht destined to
be the choice of the new breed of pleasure seekers, 
expecting the best and finding their expectations exceeded.

For more information, contact Nordhavn at (949) 496-4848
or visit www.nordhavn.com.

“The Nordhavn 120 is truly a 
breathtaking megayacht, encompassing
the highest degrees of experience, talent
and imagination any production 
manufacturer can offer. 

For us at Nordhavn, she also represents
our commitment to the future, to go far
beyond the pack of builders who create
boats to sell, instead of customers 
to satisfy.

With that commitment comes our 
investment in the modern shipbuilding 
facilities at South Coast Marine, with a 
production capability specifically
designed to build our 
flagship Nordhavns.”

-Naval Architect Jeff Leishman

New from Nordhavn
THE NORDHAVN 120

Go ahead, make long range plans.
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Dreamers dream; it’s what they do. And 
it’s what Callum McCormick was doing 
one summer day in 2008 as he clicked on 
yacht brokerage Web sites. Suddenly he 
spotted it, THE boat, a Nordhavn 62. “A 
light bulb went off inside my head. I said, 
‘that’s it, I’ve found my boat,’ ” recalls 
McCormick, self-described Dreamer-in-
Chief of the Nordhavn Future Owners 
Club, a discussion group on Yahoo.

 At the time, a company was sniff-
ing around to buy Callum’s successful 
recruiting/human resources consult-
ancy, and the potential profits were the 
fresh winds that could carry him back 
to the ocean—he grew up in Torquay 
on  England’s south coast—from inland 
 Birmingham, where he was now living. 

It was not to be. The deal fizzled, the 
economy nosedived and Callum hit the 
reset button on his dream machine, but 
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not before heading to Southampton to 
experience the feel of a Nordhavn at 
the Nordhavn Europe Ltd. office. For 
half a day, he and his wife, Wendy, spent 
time aboard a Nordhavn 40, 43 and 47, 
then had to admit to sales representa-
tive Phil Roach that he couldn’t afford 
to buy one. But he did recount to Roach 
how, as a young man, he had test-driven 
a Jaguar, told the salesman he couldn’t 
afford one, to which the salesman re-
plied: “Don’t worry, we’re very patient.” 
Five years later Callum was back for his 
Jag, which he made certain to purchase 
from that same salesman. “Afterward, 
Phil told me, ‘We’re very patient people, 
too,’ ” says Callum.

Turned out there were plenty of other 
would-be Nordhavn owners out there. 
In just over a year, more than 400 users 
had signed on at groups.yahoo.com/
group/nordhavndreamers/. Especially 
gratifying for Callum is that several are 

Nordhavn owners, as well as some PAE 
staff—among them president Dan 
Streech, sharing their experiences as 
owners and weighing in on technical 
topics relating to machinery and naviga-
tion. “It’s brilliant,” Callum says. “These 
people are knowledgeable, they love 
sharing their knowledge with those who 
are experienced or don’t have a hope of 
getting a Nordhavn.”

At age 50, and with children aged 13 
and 10, Callum knows an extended ocean 
adventure isn’t in the wind anytime soon. 
For the foreseeable future, any time on 
the water will be aboard their elegant 
year-old 70-foot narrowboat. A beam of 
just six feet 10 inches allows it to navigate 
most of England’s narrow canals.

Callum would take his as-yet-unnamed 
Nordhavn around Britain, cruise the 
Outer Hebrides from where one side 
of his family is descended, then Norway 
and eventually the Mediterranean. A 
dreamer Callum may be, but he has no 
illusions. “Life is picturing what you want 
and then going out to get it. Having the 
Nordhavn Dreamers was a way of inspir-
ing myself.”

Says Callum: “Thank goodness Nord-
havn are patient people.”   IV

Callum McCormick
Nordhavn Dreamer-in-Chief
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Nordhavn dreamer Callum 
McCormick mans the tiller 
of wherethehell.Rwe, his 

70-foot narrowboat, at a lock 
near Stratford-upon-avon  

in the U.K.



Northern Lights and Lugger are proud of their long-standing tradition as a preeminent supplier of propulsion 
and power generation systems to the Nordhavn line.  Now we are pleased to introduce Technicold A/C and 
load bank systems as yet another way that Northern Lights is offering the state of the art in marine technology.
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